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Family Farm Alliance

2021 “Virtual” Annual Conference
General Session Highlights
February 18-19, 2021

Missed the conference or want to go back and review? Here’s a
handy guide with time stamps next to each segment.
Session Link for February 18 (Day 1)
0:10 Welcome - Pat O’Toole
15:00 U.S. Senator Michael Bennet (D-CO)
21:50 Q&A moderated by Dan Keppen
49:40 Reclamation Roundtable
52:22 Opening Remarks of Interior Deputy
Commissioner Camille Touton
59:45 Regional Director Roundtable Discussion
1:57:00 Q&A moderated by Dan Keppen
2:12:58 U.S. Representative Dan Newhouse
2:24:00 U.S. Representative Jim Costa
2:37:16 Q&A moderated by Dan Keppen
2:46:45 Washington, D.C. Roundtable
3:32:35 Past Commissioner of Reclamation,
Brenda Burman

Session Link for February 19 (Day 2)
0:00 Welcome - Pat O’Toole
14:00 Food and Agriculture Climate Alliance
(FACA) Panel
1:30:27 The 2020 Western Wildfire Season:
How did we get here, what have we learned,
and how do we prepare for 2021?
1:36:55 CA State Senator Brian Dahle
3:05:30 Pat O’Toole introduction
3:14:05 U.S. Senator John Barrasso (R-WY)
3:19:50 Pat O’Toole introduction
3:25 Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary Tanya
Trujillo, U.S. Department of Interior
3:41:15 Q&A moderated by Dan Keppen
3:51 Closing remarks - Pat O’Toole
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First, a big thank you!
By every metric, our first virtual conference was a resounding success. Over the course of the
two day conference spanning 8 total hours, we were able to hear from 34 speakers that
included two U.S Senators, two U.S. Representatives, one California state legislator, two new
Biden Administration officials, a former Trump Administration official, irrigation district
representatives, prominent authors, and policy experts from national and regional agricultural
and water non-governmental organizations. Tremendous value was shared from all of them.
We were fortunate to have the support of our sponsors: Elephant Butte Irrigation District, SRP,
Western Heritage, Trout Unlimited, Middle Rio Grande Conservancy District, Rubicon, Provost &
Pritchard, Culp & Kelly, Kogovsek & Associates, FCA, Oregon Water Resources Congress, and
Deschutes Basin Board of Control.
Lastly, we are grateful for all those who attended the conference. Under better circumstances,
we would have enjoyed being with you in person. We hope the conference was beneficial to you
and as always, we are open to your feedback on ways we can improve.

_________________

Day 1 Highlights
Pat O’Toole, President of Family Farm Alliance
“The Family Farm Alliance has always worked with an eye to the future. Our reputation is
that of problem solvers. The need for those skills will never be in more demand. We have
established a wide range of relationships that
span our productive capacity and our interactions
with others that share the most important of
resources—water.”
“The Family Farm Alliance has always worked
with an eye to the future. Our reputation is that of
problem solvers. The need for those skills will
never be in more demand. We have established a
wide range of relationships that span our
productive capacity and our interactions with others that share the most important of
resources—water.”
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U.S. Senator Michael Bennet
“Climate changes threaten our Western economy and our
way of life, and if we’re going to tackle it in a serious way,
farmers and ranchers have to be a major part of the
solution.
We have to start treating America’s natural landscape and
our forest watersheds as essential infrastructure.
Congress needs to appreciate that in Colorado and across
the West our forest is essential to the economy as the
Lincoln Tunnel or the George Washington Bridge is to
New York.
These issues are not understood back in Washington,
D.C. and it’s our responsibility to do everything we can over the next few months to make
sure to make our case and ensure these issues finally receive the national attention and
investment they deserve.
You guys have an essential role to play.”
***

Camille Touton, Exercising the Designated Authority of the
Commissioner
“Our relationship is not new and it’s one
that I value. Together, we have helped to
enact every major piece of Western water
law legislation for the last 15 years. Be
that small conduit hydropower or title
transfer legislation, we did that together.
I look forward to working with you to add
to our successes.”
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The Hon. Dan Newhouse, U.S. Congressman from Washington
“I joined Family Farm Alliance for their annual virtual conference to discuss one of the
most important challenges facing our region: Water infrastructure.
Congress recently made progress to modernize and update
the water infrastructure Central Washington relies on,
including the inclusion of my bill in the end-of-year spending
package last December. However, we all agree that there is
much more to be done. Infrastructure improvements – from
roads, bridges, and highways to water infrastructure like
dams and irrigation canals – are desperately needed
throughout our communities.
I am committed to working with my colleagues to ensure we
continue to strengthen water infrastructure in the West and
across the country.”

The Hon. Jim Costa, U.S. Congressman from California
“I think there are some opportunities here with the
administration’s efforts to focus on climate change in a major
infrastructure package and provide funding not only for
transportation but for water and for schools, and I’m
interested in your thoughts on where you think infrastructure
needs would be in the area of the water. Bipartisan support for
this will be the key to our success.
Family Farm Alliance provides an important role in providing
us input and I always look forward to seeing you come back to
testify.”

Matt Muirragui – Majority Staff Director, House Natural
Resources Committee – Water, Oceans and Wildlife
Subcommittee)
“We’ll look to partner and work with Family Farm Alliance. You guys were very much
involved with the water package negotiations and it was a constructive effort on that
front. So, regardless of the things we’ll be pursuing, we’ll be looking at Family Farm
Alliance as a resource to partner on these things.”
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Kiel Weaver (Minority Senior Policy Advisor and Water, Oceans,
and Wildlife Subcommittee Staff Director)
“With water infrastructure, funding is just one part of the equation. Sometimes we need
to ask ourselves, why are projects so expensive? I would like to look into that, as well.
The less we have to spend on overhead and those sort of things, means the more we can
spend on projects on the ground.”

The Hon. Brenda Burman, Commissioner of Reclamation
2017-2021
“You have built an incredible organization. I remember some of the early meetings I
attended, in Las Vegas, and then Reno. You bring in the whole community. Really, Family
Farm Alliance is about the whole water community. You’re building smart, focused,
committed solutions. That’s what Family Farm Alliance does. It’s always been about
bringing solutions to the table, and really deeply thinking about them first.”

Day 2 Highlights
Andrew Walmsley, American Farm Bureau Federation
“We saw an opportunity
in the last Congress to
work with other ag
producer organizations
to create the Farmers for
a Sustainable Future to
start having
conversations with the
Hill to answer questions
like ‘what is ag’s
footprint?’ ...In two
generations, ag is
producing 287% more
while our inputs have
remained relatively flat. We’ve seen the loss of about 30 million acres of cropland in the
last 30 years yet we’ve produced 50% more per acre...These realities led us to begin
working with EDF and the other co-chairs of FACA to broaden our advocacy on areas of
common ground.”
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Callie Eideberg, Environmental Defense Fund
“We’ve found that talking face-to-face, as much as you can on a
Zoom call, we had time to really dig into these issues. And this
past November, we were able to roll out more than 40 policy
recommendations that really move the needle on tackling this
crisis.”

The Hon. Brian Dahle, California State Senator
“The land tells the story. If you take [other legislators] to the forest
where we thin and where we didn’t thin, and where a fire came through,
you don’t need to say any more.”
“The biggest output of carbon is fire. It’s undisputed. The problem is
we talk a lot about transportation and other things but thinning is the
solution.”

John MacLean, Author of Fire on the Mountain

“How can you manage a forest when people are screaming at you for cutting a tree, when
you aren’t getting the money for it? The way to do it is piecemeal, persistence, and
prayer.”

Dr. Dave Daley, Administrator of the Paul L. Byrne Memorial
University Farm
“The way we have mismanaged fuel loads in the West has led us to where we are, and it’s
unbelievable. I grew up in the forest in the mountains of the Sierra-Nevada hearing from
my grandfather and father how the Native Americans managed the forest. That ended
when Smokey the Bear became popular.”
“This is not only about rural towns burning, this is about water.”

The Hon. John Barrasso (R-WY), U.S. Senator
“Water policy is not for the faint of heart. Water policy
differences are frequently not partisan, they are typically
more geographic and regional. It’s critical we get it right.
That’s why I depend on Western farmers, ranchers, and
landowners and everyone here today to show Washington
how to preserve and protect this most critical of our
natural resources.
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“There’s no question that pressure from the lower basin states is going to continue to
grow as the population grows. It’s gonna take continued engagement from folks like you
to find the solutions to protect the water today, tomorrow, and well into the future.”

Tanya Trujillo, Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary, Water and
Science, U.S. Department of Interior
“We will have to think creatively and make
compromises. We no doubt have to work through
several unresolved issues early in each of the States
that we will be working with. In many cases there are
exacerbated situations that we see from day to day.
It will take time but we have a great group ready to
roll up our sleeves and hit the ground running.”

Pat O’Toole - Closing Remarks
“More than ever, the participation of the Family Farm Alliance members is
critically important. We have a list of priorities that we will be sending out that
address establishing relationships with the new Administration, climate change,
water supply, and storage in the face of warmer cycles.”
***
Every panelist offered valuable insight, but for brevity’s sake we highlighted the
words above. We encourage you to go back and listen to anything you may have
missed. You won’t be disappointed!

Many thanks to all who
participated in this year’s
conference!
m first.”
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