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Western Drought Impacts Every American
House Committee on Natural Resources Ranking Member Bruce Westerman (R-Ark.) last month led a Republican
forum titled "How Western Drought Affects Every American." The Family Farm Alliance
and several of its members and
allies also testified remotely at the
May 11 event.
“While much of the West continues to suffer through a multiyear drought, Americans nationwide are experiencing record food
prices due to drought and other
factors,” said Rep. Westerman.
“American consumers depend on
food produced from irrigated agriculture, especially in California,
which normally yields the majority
of fruits, vegetables and nuts that
are sold domestically at American
grocery stores and serve as valuable commodities in international
markets."
Another Year of “Unprecedented Drought”
At a time when Western water projects typically begin
diversions, allowing delivery canals to charge and bringing
essential water supplies to the headgates of thousands of
farmers and ranchers, crushing drought conditions are leaving millions of acres of productive farm and ranch land without water this spring.
“Many of our farmers and ranchers this year are going to
be hit hard by this ‘unprecedented’ drought, the second
straight year we’ve used the term ‘unprecedented’ when describing the Western drought,” said Alliance Executive Di-

rector Dan Keppen at the Western drought forum.
Water users in nearly every region of the West are
scrambling, looking for creative ways to stretch scant water
supplies. In mountain watershed areas from the Sierra Nevada to the
Rockies, the driest of conditions have
prevailed. Forecasting has been an
incredible challenge, and much of
what runoff there has been, has been
consumed by dry upstream soils.
“These severe drought conditions,
coupled with the arid nature of many
parts of the West, again make for a
trying, shortened water year,” said
Alliance President Pat O’Toole.
Dire challenges are being faced
by agricultural water users in California’s Central Valley, the Klamath
Basin, the Columbia River Basin and
its tributaries in Idaho, Oregon and
Washington, the Rogue River Basin
in southern Oregon, the Colorado
River watershed, and the Great Basin.
California Governor Gavin Newsome warned that the
state could enact mandatory water restrictions to combat the
current drought if conservation efforts at the local level do
not result in significant statewide water reduction over the
summer.
“Every water agency across the state needs to take more
aggressive actions to communicate about the drought emergency and implement conservation measures,” Gov. Newsom said on May 23rd. “Californians made significant changes since the last drought, but we have seen an uptick in water
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Unprecedented Drought (Cont’d from Pg. 1)
use, especially as we enter the summer months. We all have
culture.
to be more thoughtful about how to make every drop count.”
Mike Verboon, a county supervisor from Kings County
The water level in Lake Mead — the nation’s largest res(CALIFORNIA), pointed out in his testimony that as agriculervoir — dropped below 1,050 feet elevation for the first time
ture continues to bear full responsibility for the current water
last month, a critical milestone that signals more stringent
issues facing everyone in his state, more and more farming
water cuts are around the corner for water users dependent on
operations will continue to shrink “to the point of extinction.”
the Colorado River.
"As more farms in Kings County leave the state due to
In April, with approval from Idaho Governor Brad Little
insufficient resources and crippling regulations, rural and local
(R), the Idaho Department of Water Resources (IDWR) iscommunities in the county will continue to be adversely imsued an emergency drought
pacted,” said Supervisor
declaration for southern
Verboon.
Idaho. That same month,
“ Unfortunately,
New Mexico Governor
many of these rural agriMichelle Lujan Grisham
cultural communities
(D) : 1) declared a
being affected are mastatewide emergency for
jority minority commusevere drought and fire
nities. As farmers sell
conditions; 2) submitted a
ranches and move out of
request for a Presidential
the state, field workers,
Disaster Declaration
migrants, and the counthrough the Federal Emerty's most vulnerable logency Management Agencal communities will be
cy; and 3)applied for a hazleft to deal with the reard mitigation assistance
percussions."
grant.
The forum was cut
“The state has aggresshort early due to consively pursued a Presidenflicts with votes that
tial Disaster Declaration
were occurring on the
for New Mexico, using
House floor at the same
Reps. Bentz, Westerman and Valaadao (R to L) at the GOP Western
every available tool and
time. However, each of
drought forum. Photo courtesy of Office of Rep. Bentz
technology to document
the ten witnesses was
the damage that we know New Mexico communities have
able to deliver their 3-minute statements before the forum endsustained and are still experiencing in order to expedite the
ed.
process,” the governor said in a press statement.
"When people talk about taking millions of acres of CaliUtah and portions of California, Oregon and Washington
fornia farmland out of production, those are just numbers,"
were also declared as drought disaster areas earlier this year.
Mr. Diedrich testified. "Let me put them in perspective for
Although details vary by region, the universal theme is
you. For every acre that is left unplanted because of a lack of
that drought hurts water suppliers and farmers.
irrigation water, it is the equivalent of 50,000 salads that will
not be available to consumers."
GOP Drought Forum
Some Members were able to tee up a few questions for the
witnesses from their own districts.
The panel of Republican members invited witnesses from
David Guy (Northern California Water Association) and
their districts to testify during the forum, including Alliance
Rep. Doug LaMalfa (R-CA) discussed Sites Reservoir and
members Paul Arrington (executive director and general
Delta outflow requirements in California. Rep. John Curtis (Rcounsel, Idaho Water Users Association), Mike Britton
UT) addressed the complexities of addressing federal regulato(executive director, North Unit Irrigation District, Oregon),
ry requirements on water projects. Mr. Britton and Rep. Cliff
and Bill Diedrich (Diedrich Farms, California).
Bentz (R-OR) underscored the importance of irrigation mod"Agricultural production in the West is an irreplaceable,
ernization projects underway in Central Oregon.
strategic national resource that is vital to U.S. food security,
Several hearing participants also noted that drought is not
the ecosystem, and overall drought resilience," Mr. Keppen
the only factor impacting food availability and pricing. The
said at the hearing. "The role of the federal government in the
ongoing supply chain crisis has left many of the region’s farm21st Century should be to protect and enhance that resource
ers with higher input prices and an inability to export some
by doing whatever it can to ensure that water remains on
products overseas. For example, farmers already reeling from
farms.”
narrow profit margins due to drought are now hit with cost
During Ranking Member Westerman’s opening remarks,
increases from pesticides, fertilizer, and other necessary matehe pointed to the April 2, 2022 full-page Wall Street Journal
rials to keep a farm operational.
ad that was produced by California Farm Water Coalition, the
“All these factors have led to significant increases in food
Alliance, and Klamath Project producers, intended to draw
prices and food scarcity worldwide,” said Rep. Westerman.
attention to the critical importance of Western irrigated agri-
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It’s Real: Looming Global Food Insecurity and Rising Food Prices
It’s beginning to sink in with policy leaders around the
globe: war in Ukraine, sanctions and destroyed ports could
take nearly 30% of the world’s grain supply out of production
or off the market this year.
Ukraine and Russia are among the top five grain exporters, and the war poses a massive blow to both production and
shipments, causing food prices to rise at their fastest pace yet
(Bloomberg).
Drought
persists
across Western and central North America, the
heart of the U.S. wheat,
barley, corn and soybean supply.
Amid growing concerns of higher food
prices and a looming
global wheat shortage,
the recent national infant formula shortage
has further underscored
the importance of a
strong national domestic
food supply system.
“The recent baby
formula crisis seems to
be coming as a major
shock to many in the
country right now,” one
Alliance member from
California recently observed. “This is hitting an extremely
important demographic and may be opening the eyes of many
to broader messages about root causes.”
Consumers are aware of rising prices in the grocery store.
World leaders are nervously eying what the Russian actions in
Ukraine mean to global famine that could emerge later this
year. And, media outlets and lawmakers in Washington are
now connecting those concerns to Western farms and ranches
and a lack of water.
Global Food Insecurity Implications of Ukraine Conflict
National media outlets are increasingly reporting on what
the Russian invasion of Ukraine portends for global food security.
The Wall Street Journal on May 30 reported, “Across
Ukraine, farmers are navigating mines, traversing bombed
bridges and risking dangerous maneuvers at overworked ports
to circumvent a Russian blockade and get their grains toa
world desperate for them. But for all their efforts, Ukraine’s
strained infrastructure has little hope of being able to handle
the 30 million metric tons of grain and sunflower oil that is
expected after harvesting starts in June.”
World leaders are calling the Russian naval blockade a
deliberate attack on the global food supply chain. The Washington Post reports that this has raised further fears of political instability and shortages unless grain and other essential
agricultural products are allowed to flow freely from Ukraine.

A food supply expert warns that the world faces a global
crisis in just 10 weeks, echoing a warning from Ukraine President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, Fox News recently reported.
The world has less than 10 weeks’ worth of wheat left to
deal with the crisis, according to Sara Menker, CEO of Gro
Intelligence.
"Russia has blocked almost all ports and all, so to speak,
maritime opportunities to export food – our grain, barley, sunflower and more. A lot
of things," President
Zelenskyy said last
month. "There will be a
crisis in the world. The
second crisis after the
energy one, which was
provoked by Russia."
"Now it will create a
food crisis if we do not
unblock the routes for
Ukraine, do not help the
countries of Africa, Europe, Asia, which need
these food products," he
added.
"This is seismic,"
Menker said during a
special meeting of the
U.N. Security Council.
"Even if the war were to
end tomorrow, our food
security problem isn’t going away anytime soon without concerted action."
Meanwhile, back in the U.S.A….
Many Western producers are dismayed that, at a time when
the world’s best farmers and ranchers could be called on to
provide more food for the country and the world, government
policies are not prioritizing domestic food production.
“Irrigated agriculture that was built to provide food security at precisely this moment, is being dried up by our government,” said Ty Kliewer, an Oregon producer served by the
Klamath Irrigation Project, which is receiving only 15% of the
water needed in a dry year like this one.
There is definitely a strong regulatory component to the
drought impacting California and Oregon water users served
by federal water projects, like the Klamath Project. Much of
the water that once flowed to farms and ranches is instead being directed to help fish populations, although nearly 30 years
of empirical data has failed so far to show a positive response
to such water shifting schemes from those targeted fish populations.
“In other words, federal water policy is shutting down water availability for hundreds of thousands of acres of productive farmland,” Family Farm Alliance Executive Director Dan
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Global Food Insecurity and Rising Food Prices (Cont’d from Pg 3)
Keppen recently stated before a House GOP Western drought
forum last month. (see related story, Page 1).
The Bureau of Reclamation recently said that it will not be
able to provide some farmers with water from the Central
Valley Project, a vast system of dams, reservoirs and canals
that it oversees in California. That means farmers in the agricultural region that produces much of the country's fruits, nuts
and vegetables will again need to find other water sources —
or leave land idle as many have done in recent years.
"New estimates are emerging on the number of acres
without enough water to grow food, and it doesn't look good,"
said Mike Wade, executive director of the Sacramento-based
California Farm Water Coalition (CFWC). "We believe the
state could see as much as 691,000 acres taken out of production this year, a 75% increase over last year and 151,000 acres
more than the previous high in 2015."
According to CFWC, to meet future needs, California
must invest in additional conservation and recycling, as well
as new supplies that can be stored in reservoirs or groundwater aquifers and moved efficiently to parts of the state where
they're needed.
"In addition to lack of storage, our water policy has also
failed to adapt and remains mired in outdated science and
cumbersome bureaucracy," said Central Valley farmer Bill
Diedrich, a CFWC board member and supporter of the Alliance.
. His organization estimates that up to 40% of California's
irrigated cropland will receive little or no surface water this
year.

Alliance Outreach Efforts
Driven by concerns with rising food prices and the Russian
invasion of Ukraine, the Family Farm Alliance board at its
meetings in Reno last February directed contractors to work
with others in an effort to improve communications on what
rising inflation and the Ukraine crisis means to American consumers.
In April, the Alliance partnered with CFWC and Klamath
Basin producers to place a full-page ad in the Wall Street Journal warning of the consequences if State and federal officials
ignore the need for reliable water supplies and a stable, affordable, domestic food supply.
"Immediate action is necessary because by the time the
grocery shelves are empty, it will be too late," said Mr.
Diedrich.
Other related recent efforts include:
·

·
·

·

·

President Biden and USDA Secretary Vilsack in Illinois,
May 2022. Photo courtesy of USDA.
While not directly addressing these issues, President
Biden last month did acknowledge U.S. farmers as essential
to maintaining global food supplies and curbing record-high
inflation, according to Bloomberg.
“Our farmers are helping on both fronts: reducing the
price of food at home and expanding production and feeding
the world,” President Biden said during a visit last month to a
family farm in Illinois.

Alliance Director Paul Orme and Mr. Keppen coauthored another guest opinion which the Arizona
Republic published last month: "Water Policy Threatens Our Food Supply". The Republic, published in
Phoenix, is circulated throughout Arizona and is the
state's largest newspaper. The Arizona Capitol Times
included a full-page ad paid for by the Alliance, a full
-page reprint of this guest column.
Alliance director Don Schwindt (COLORADO) and
Mr. Keppen co-authored an opinion piece that was
published in the May 11 edition of the Colorado Sun.
The Farm Bureau in Fresno County (CALIFORNIA)–
the largest ag production county in America- re-ran
the story the Alliance published in the April 2022
“Monthly Briefing” about food supply concerns.
Progressive Grocer, an industry trade publication,
recently covered the issue of land fallowing, impending food shortages, and higher prices as
described in an informational graphic published by
CFWC.
Two California producers and CFWC Executive Director Mike Wade appeared on a recent segment that
was reported on by Lester Holt on NBC Nightly
News.

As reported further in a related article on Page 1, House
Republicans last month hosted an oversight forum examining
how the ongoing Western drought contributes to skyrocketing
grocery and electricity prices nationwide. Members heard from
witnesses across the country who are experiencing these impacts firsthand and further examine the need to implement
short and long-term drought solutions for American consumers. Mr. Keppen, several Alliance members and Mr. Diedrich
testified at that forum.
“We certainly have the public’s attention in a way we have
not had in the past,” said Mr. Wade. “As sad as the situation is,
it provides us with a tremendous opportunity to deliver a message about the value of Western farms.”
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WOTUS Regional Roundtables Begin
Alliance set to engage in Western forum later this month
The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has begun
the first of ten virtual stakeholder meetings regarding changes
to the definition of “Waters of the U.S.” (WOTUS) under the
federal Clean Water Act. The Family Farm Alliance is preparing to participate at the Western roundtable scheduled for
later this month.
“We will be represented at the WOTUS Western Region
roundtable, scheduled for June 16,” said Alliance Executive
Director Dan
Keppen. “Our
thanks go out
to California
Farm Bureau
for including
us in their
formal regional roundtable
proposal to
EPA.”
EPA and
the Army
Corps of Engineer (Corps)
most recently
proposed an
interim
WOTUS definition and
took comment
on it through
February 7, 2022. The Alliance developed a formal comment
letter on this matter. That proposed rule interprets WOTUS to
mean the waters defined by a collection of Corps and EPA
regulations referred to as the “1986 regulations,” with amendments to reflect the agencies’ interpretation of the statutory
limits on the scope of WOTUS as informed by past Supreme
Court decisions, including Rapanos v. United States.
The agencies have said they plan a second “more durable”
WOTUS rulemaking “that they anticipate proposing in the
future” and “which would build upon the foundation of this
proposed rule.”
The series of virtual regional roundtables planned for this
spring and summer are intended to foster discussion on regional differences in water bodies.
The Corps and EPA are “committed to gaining a better
understanding of the various regional perspectives through
these roundtables to develop an implementation approach that
accounts for these diverse voices and regional variations,”
said Assistant Secretary of the Army for Civil Works Michael
Connor.
Western Regional Roundtable
The Western Regional Roundtable will delve into the
unique features of Western water bodies, including vernal
pools, intermittent and ephemeral streams, and the distinctive

hydrology of the West, where much of the stored water resides
in mountain snowpack. State and federal agency implementation and regulatory roles on water quality matters will also be
discussed.
Mr. Keppen will represent the Alliance at the June 16
roundtable and will advance the Alliance position that expanded federal CWA jurisdiction would negatively impact irrigated
agriculture and Western communities in many ways, such as
adding additional regulatory burdens to
water resiliency
projects.
“This creates uncertainty
that brings with
it the risk of
timeconsuming and
potentially expensive regulatory processes,
expanded opportunities for
litigation and a
shift from local
and state water
management
toward increased federal
agency regulation and oversight,” said Mr. Keppen.
Ag Organizations Engage in Other Regional Roundtables
Other farming organizations have been engaged in the initial roundtables.
Ray Gaesser, an Iowa corn and soybean grower who serves
on the board of directors for Solutions from the Land, spoke at
the second roundtable, where he told participants that farmers
do not need top-down regulation, but instead, seek to partner
with federal and state agencies to improve water quality.
“The greatest thing the agencies can do to improve implementation is provide a durable definition of WOTUS that
stands the tests of time and makes it very clear what waters are
and are not jurisdictional,” said Mr. Gaesser. “The implementation of WOTUS “should enhance a farmer’s ability to implement conservation, not penalize us for circumstances beyond
our control or unfairly remove conservation tools from our
toolbox.”
Some farm groups have been critical of the initial sessions.
Courtney Briggs, AFBF senior director of government
affairs, says the first roundtable lacked diversity needed to
discuss WOTUS.

Continued on Page 6
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Carrington is New Reclamation PNW Regional Director
Long-time Bureau of Reclamation employee Jennifer Carrington on May 8 assumed her duties as Regional Director for
the Pacific Northwest Region.
She has more than 27 years of Reclamation experience.
“Jennifer has been deeply immersed in the issues and operations of the Columbia-Pacific Northwest Region for much
of her Reclamation career,” said Palumbo. “This extensive
experience, combined with her executive leadership experience and collaborative approach, will serve our stakeholders
well.”
Ms. Carrington has served as the deputy regional director
for the Columbia-Pacific Northwest Region since 2015. In
that role, she focused on integrating business service functions to create program efficiencies as well as management
oversight of complex water issues in Washington and Oregon.
She actively engaged with water users and other affected
stakeholders to balance competing demands and resolve conflicts.
She participated in the Family Farm Alliance’s
“Reclamation Roundtable” at the organization’s 2022 Annual
Conference last February in Reno (NEVADA).
Ms. Carrington is a native of Idaho.
She holds a bachelor’s degree in political science as well
as a master’s degree in public administration—both from Boise State University.
J e n ni f e r Ca r r i ng to n ( R) , P a ci f i c No r t h w e s t
R e g io na l D i re c to r. P h o t o s o u r c e: U . S .B . R .

WOTUS Western Regional Roundtable (Cont’d from Pg. 5)
“In theory, these meetings are designed to bring folks with
different perspectives together to talk about regionally specific implementation concerns pertaining to WOTUS,” said
Courtney Briggs, senior director of government affairs for the
American Farm Bureau Federation (AFBF). “And the list of
participants for this first roundtable was diverse on paper, but
we are very concerned about the lack of diversity of experience on the panel. And few of these participants have actually
navigated the regulatory process associated with Clean Water
Act compliance.”

Complicating Factors
The changes to the WOTUS rules may already be a done
deal, Harvest Public Media recently reported. The public
comment period for that change ended months before the virtual roundtables started.
“The public comment period on that proposal closed on
February 7th, and we are reviewing the comments we received,” said Navis Bermundez, deputy assistant administrator with the EPA. “While we cannot consider any new information provided here today as part of that process, we look
forward to hearing your feedback and experiences with how
we have implemented that term so that we can do a better job
of making sure we all have access to clean water going for-

ward.”
The matter is further complicated by the Supreme Court’s
recent decision to hear Sackett v. EPA. This closely watched
case will determine whether the U.S. Court of Appeals for the
9th Circuit “set forth the proper test for determining whether
wetlands are ‘waters of the United States’” under the CWA.
As reported in the May 2022 “Monthly Briefing”, the Alliance is joining in an “agriculture” brief in this case, led by
AFBF.
Now that the Supreme Court agreed to hear the appeal in
Sackett v. United States, Republican lawmakers and other
supporters of the Trump-era WOTUS definition have urged
EPA and the Corps to pause development of any new
WOTUS definition until after the high court rules. Over 200
House Republicans in March sent a letter urging the Biden
Administration to halt their rulemaking until the U.S. Supreme Court rules on Sackett v. EPA.
“A premature rulemaking will compound existing uncertainty and confusion for stakeholders, who have already experienced years of uncertainty over WOTUS definition and
scope changes,” the legislators stated.
The virtual roundtables will continue through June 24.
Final changes to the definition of WOTUS and how rules are
implemented will likely be announced by the end of the year.
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Senate ENR Subcommittee Considers 17 Water Bills
The Senate Energy and Natural Resources (ENR) Subcommittee on Water and Power last month heard testimony
on 17 bills dealing with drought mitigation and hydropower
projects. Bureau of Reclamation Commissioner Camille
Touton was the sole government witness at the hearing.
The Family Farm Alliance since early last year has been
engaged with Senate staff as several of the regional and Westwide bills were being developed. The Subcommittee also
included a number of additional bills that address specific
water issues and needs in California, North and South Dakota,
Montana, New Mexico, and Wyoming.
“We have members in all of these states and are supportive of solutions that come from the ground-up and help improve operations and infrastructure,” the Alliance stated in
written testimony submitted prior to the hearing. “We stand
ready to work
with the Committee on these
bills.”
Several of
the bills were
intended to address aging infrastructure in
various parts of
the West, like
the Goshen Irrigation District
tunnel collapse
that occurred in
Wyoming.
“Wyoming,
and other western states, want
to see improvements to the new infrastructure law,” said Senate ENR Committee ranking member John Barrasso (R-WYOMING).
“They are also eagerly awaiting implementation of its existing
water infrastructure provisions. That is why we need to move
legislation to improve the new Bipartisan Infrastructure Law
to allow projects that suffered a recent critical failure to get
access to this vital funding. Implementing these provisions
will allow funding to be released for farming and ranching
communities in the West that really need it.”
A summary of each bill the Alliance engaged in is discussed further below.
Water for Conservation and Farming Act (S. 953)
The "Water for Conservation and Farming Act," from Sen.
Ron Wyden (D-OR), would create a Bureau of Reclamation
Infrastructure Fund that would receive $300 million annually
from the Reclamation Fund for 30 years starting in FY2031 to
support water recycling projects, water-use efficiency projects
under WaterSMART, and dam safety. It would also authorize
$25 million over five years to support fish passage projects in
California, Idaho, Montana, Oregon and Washington state.
“This bill provides important tools to address water and

natural resources challenges across the West that are important
to our members. However, certain provisions in the legislation
do raise some concerns,” said Alliance Executive Director Dan
Keppen.
The Alliance strongly supports the bill’s provisions for the
Fisheries Restoration and Irrigation Mitigation Act (FRIMA).
“Our members in California, Idaho, Oregon, Montana, and
Washington are strong supporters and benefactors of FRIMA,
which supports voluntary fish screen and passage projects,”
said Mr. Keppen.
However, several other provisions of the bill that appear
intended to focus on drought impacts to species also raise
questions and concerns. Significant implementation questions
also exist.
“We will closely examine any proposal – particularly at
this time when
promoting domestic food
production will
be more important than
ever before –
that seeks to
move water
away from agriculture
through voluntary water
transfers, including through
groundwater
substitution
activities,” said
Mr. Keppen.
The Canal Conveyance Capacity Restoration Act (S. 1179)
S. 1179 from Sen. Dianne Feinstein (D-CALIFORNIA)
would authorize cost shared federal funding to restore San
Joaquin Valley canals that support groundwater recharge areas, as well as authorize funds to restore salmon runs on the San
Joaquin River.
“S. 1179 will address the severe subsidence impacts that
have substantially reduced the carrying capacity of the water
delivery system of the State of California to provide for a
more resilient water supply, especially during the severe
droughts of these past several years,” the Alliance testimony
states. “For these reasons, the Alliance is in full support of the
enactment of S. 1179.”
The Watershed Results Act (S. 3539)
The "Watershed Results Act," from Sen. Wyden would
direct the Department of Interior to work with the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) and the Environmental Protec-
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Senate ENR Subcommittee Hears 17 Bills (Cont’d from Pg. 7)
tion Agency (EPA) to establish two to five watershed restoration pilot programs that would use advanced analytics to prioritize performance-based conservation projects across the
West.
“In Oregon, communities in the Klamath and Deschutes
Basin are looking at another devastating drought year – only
made worse with the threats of wildfires and extreme heat,”
said Subcommittee Chairman Wyden. “As these pressures
continue to mount, it’s essential to get a lot more high-impact
water projects on the ground and fast. That’s what my Watershed Results Act is all about.”
Each pilot program must incorporate predictive data analysis to analyze millions of acres of a watershed to precisely
locate the most effective acres for restoration that will make
the largest impact.
“By prioritizing investments in conservation and measuring results, we believe we can create a market for farmers to
grow “bushels of nature” alongside our food supply,” said Mr.
Keppen. “The Alliance strongly supports S. 3539.”
The Upper Colorado & San Juan River Basins Recovery Act
(S. 3693)
S. 3693 from Sens. John Hickenlooper (D-COLORADO)
and Mitt Romney (R-UTAH) would continue endangered fish
recovery programs in the Upper Colorado River Basin.
“The Alliance supports S 3693 and we worked with other
Upper Basin interests and the Hickenlooper and Romney offices earlier this year in support of putting a bipartisan stamp
on this legislation,” said Mr. Keppen.
Amendments to Existing Law Proposed by Senator Risch
The Alliance supports S. 4175, from Sen. Jim Risch (RIDAHO) which would amend the Omnibus Public Land Management Act of 2009 (P.L. 111-11) to authorize "certain extraordinary operation and maintenance work" for canals
through densely populated areas, and for other purposes.
These canals, typically delivering irrigation water to farms
and ranches in Reclamation watersheds in the West, were
originally built in the desert environment of a developing
watershed. As time went on, communities sprang up and
housing tracts were developed alongside these canals creating
potential hazards that, if a failure occurred, could result in
loss of life and property.
S. 4176 from Sen. Risch would amend the Infrastructure
Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA) to modify eligibility requirements for small water storage and groundwater storage project grants program, and to expand eligibility of funds for
rehabilitation of projects developed and operated under the
Carey Act. The Alliance supports S. 4176, which would reduce the minimum size of an eligible small surface and
groundwater storage facility from 2,000- to 2-acre-feet, making important small regulating reservoirs eligible for grant
funding under the program.

STREAM Act (S. 4231)
The "Support to Rehydrate the Environment, Agriculture
and Municipalities (STREAM) Act" (S. 4231) from Sen. Feinstein (D-CALIFORNIA) would authorize $750 million in cost
shared funding for nonfederal water and groundwater storage,
$300 million in cost shared funds for water recycling, $150
million in cost shared funds for desalination projects, $100
million for drinking water and $150 million for low-interest
loans for water supply projects.
“If we don’t take action now to improve our drought resilience, it’s only going to get worse.” said Senator Feinstein.
“We need an ‘all-of-the-above’ strategy to meet this challenge,
including increasing our water supply, incentivizing projects
that provide environmental benefits and drinking water for
disadvantaged communities, and investing in environmental
restoration efforts.”
The STREAM Act includes provisions that continue the
“Water Infrastructure Improvements for the Nation
Act” (WIIN Act) storage program in a revised form, as well as
extending the availability for cost-shared grant funding for
non-congressionally authorized Title XVI water recycling,
reuse, and desalination projects. Importantly, the STREAM
Act would grandfather storage and conveyance infrastructure
projects that receive construction funding in the bipartisan
infrastructure bill enacted earlier this Congress to receive new
funding authorized by the STREAM Act to complete construction.
Family Farm Alliance members are involved with several
of those projects in California, Idaho and Washington state.
The bill would also provide some non-reimbursable funding
for modifications to extraordinary maintenance on aging Reclamation projects that would provide additional public benefits.
“We appreciate Senator Feinstein’s longtime, continued
work to improve water security and drought resilience in the
Western United States,” said Mr. Keppen. “Her STREAM Act
contains a number of provisions that could be helpful to our
members, if enacted.”
Colorado River Basin Project Cost Recovery (S. 4232)
S. 4232 from Sen. Mark Kelly (D-ARIZONA) is intended
to address costs associated with Reclamation hydropower facilities in the Colorado River Basin. Colorado River Storage
Project (CRSP) customers – through power revenues – annually fund operation and maintenance, capital investment (with
interest), irrigation assistance and environmental programs in
the CRSP and Colorado River Basin. With the institution of
the latest Western Area Power Administration (WAPA) rate
case, CRSP customers took on the obligation of replacing
power that is not produced due to drought.
“Senator Kelly’s S. 4232 is critical to mitigate significant
drought impacts for federal hydropower customers in Arizona

Continued on Page 10
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BOR Announces Over $240M from IIJA to Repair Aging Infrastructure
….and other Reclamation infrastructure news
The Department of Interior last month announced an inrestoration and resilience, dramatically expanding Reclamavestment of $240.4 million for infrastructure repairs in fiscal
tion’s ability to use existing program authorities to serve comyear 2022 from the Infrastructure and Investment Jobs Act
munities through infrastructure improvements that fundamen(IIJA), also referred to as the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law,
tally impact their quality of life.
signed into law by President Biden last November.
The projects selected for funding last month are found in
“The Bureau of Reclamation, in partnership with states
all the major river basins and regions where Reclamation operand local water
ates. Among the 46
districts receiving
projects selected for
municipal water
funding are large
and irrigation waprojects to conduct
ter from federallycanal repairs in Ariowned projects, is
zona, California, Idaresponsible for
ho, Nevada and Wyomuch of the water
ming, dam spillway
infrastructure in
repairs in Nebraska,
the West,” said
pipeline repairs in
Acting Bureau of
Utah and investments
Reclamation Comin a pumping plant in
missioner David
Montana. Projects in
Palumbo. “These
Colorado, Oregon
water systems
and Washington are
work because of
also being funded.
this federal to nonReclamation confederal partnercluded the initial apship, and this
plication period for
funding will help
these funds on Januto complete neces- T h e T r uc k e e C a na l ( p i ct u r e d he r e, w i th ic e) i n N e va d a ’ s La ho n ta n ary 31, 2022. The
sary extraordinary P r o je ct w il l re ce i ve I IJ A f u nd s to li n e a s ec t io n o f t h e ca na l w i t h
second application
maintenance keep- g eo m em b ra n e a nd c o ncr e t e. P ho t o s o u r c e : B u re a u o f R e c l a ma t i o n period for extraordiing projects viable
nary maintenance
and partnerships
funding is planned for October 2022.
strong."
Reclamation Funds $17.3 million to improve water effiImportantly, the IIJA aligns with the solutions advanced
ciency in West
by a Western water coalition in 2021 that included more than
230 organizations from 15 states that collectively represent
nearly one-third of all agricultural production in the country,
Reclamation last month also selected 22 projects to share
and many of the local and regional public water agencies that
$17.3 million in WaterSMART Water and Energy Efficiency
supply water to more than 75 million urban, suburban, and
Grants. These competitive projects improve water use efficienrural residents.
cy, increase renewable energy production, and reduce the risk
of water conflicts in the Western United States.
The coalition was led by a steering committee that included the Family Farm Alliance, Association of California Water
"Conserving water is saving energy and helping Western
Agencies, California Farm Bureau, National Water Resources
communities become more resilient to drought," said Acting
Association and Western Growers.
Reclamation Commissioner David Palumbo. "Water and Energy Efficiency Grants provide communities with the necessary,
Public Law 116-260, signed in December 2020, created a
cost-shared funding to modernize their existing infrastructure
revolving fund called the Aging Infrastructure Account.
and conserve water for their communities and the environ“The authorization for an aging infrastructure account at
ment."
the U.S. Treasury Department is a game-changer for most
The selected projects include lining and piping canals, intransferred work operators and reserved work project benefistalling and upgrading water meters and timers, installing solar
ciaries in the Reclamation system,” said Alliance Executive
to reduce power demand, and adding automated gate controls.
Director Dan Keppen. “With this authority in place, we are
now seeing ‘once-in-a-generation’ funding to back it.”
For example, the Quincy-Columbia Basin Irrigation District – an Alliance member in central Washington - will line
The program, facilitated through the Bureau of Reclama2,500 feet of the earthen West Canal. The project will help
tion, includes significant repairs on canal linings, dam spilladdress regional water reliability concerns, including drought,
ways and water pipeline replacements.
The IIJA makes one of the largest investments in drought
Continued on Page 11
resilience in American history, including $8.3 billion for water infrastructure programs and $1.4 billion for ecosystem
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2022 WRDA Moves Forward in Congress
The U.S. Senate and House in the past month each moved
versions of biennial water projects legislation that lays out a
blueprint for how the Army Corps of Engineers tackles flood
control, navigation and ecosystem restoration.
Recent versions of the Water Resources Development Act
(WRDA) have also included provisions for Bureau of Reclamation projects, something the 2022 WRDA does not provide.
“The 2022 WRDA being advanced in each chamber of
Congress appears to be more Corps-centric, although there are
provisions that focus on the Western U.S.,” said Family Farm
Alliance Executive Director Dan Keppen.
Senate WRDA Bill Clears Committee with No Opposition
The Senate WRDA bill passed the Senate Environment
and Public Works Committee in early May by a vote of 20-0.
Committee Chair Tom Carper (D-DE) and Ranking Member
Shelley Moore Capito (R-WV) have said their legislation
builds on the recently passed $1.2 trillion bipartisan infrastructure package and would authorize Corps projects in all
50 states.
“Since 2014, Congress has enacted WRDA legislation
every two years, and I am thrilled that we reached a bipartisan
agreement to continue that tradition of addressing our nation’s
water resources needs,” said Ranking Member Moore Capito.
The Senate bill includes several sections of interest to
Western water users.

“We’ll be keeping an eye on those areas of the Senate
WRDA that address agency coordination on Western water
matters, water supply conservation provisions, Columbia River
flood management, NEPA reporting, and Western water infrastructure studies,” said Mr. Keppen.
House T&I Approves WRDA Bill
The House Transportation and Infrastructure (T&I) Committee later in the month passed their version of WRDA, only
approving a handful of the multitude of amendments proposed
to the bill during their earlier markup.
The panel approved by voice vote H.R. 7776 from Chair
Peter DeFazio (D-OREGON) and ranking member Sam
Graves (R-MO), which was unveiled earlier in the week. The
legislation approves new projects and policies for the Corps
work on navigation, flood control and ecosystem restoration,
and contains various bipartisan provisions to boost the agency's ability to tackle sea-level rise, erosion and the threat of
increasingly destructive coastal storms.
“H.R. 7776 was developed in a bipartisan manner, with
input and ideas from both sides of the aisle,” said Chairman
DeFazio. “From studying the impacts of coastal storms on
inland flooding to addressing the future water supply needs of
the arid West, this bill works to make communities more resilient.”
Many expect that H.R. 7776 will move to the floor of the
House for a vote later this month.

Senate ENR Subcommittee Hears 17 Bills (Cont’d from Pg. 8)
and across the Colorado River Basin,” the Alliance written
testimony states. “This bill would ensure that Hoover, ParkerDavis, and CRSP hydropower ratepayers are not responsible
for covering certain costs associated with these federal facilities if they are not producing and delivering power.”
When the CRSP hydropower is not available, it is inequitable to require the CRSP customers to continue to pay the
full annual obligations (for a highly reduced or unavailable
product), plus the replacement cost of market-based power to
replace the unavailable federal power. Coupled with extreme
drought impacts, power revenue funding is unsustainable at
current levels.
“While the Alliance fully supports S. 4232, we would ask
that it be expanded to not only address impacts to power customers if generation is fully lost, but also help mitigate the
impacts they are already experiencing from the current significant reductions in generation,” the Alliance recommends in
its testimony.
Water Data and Security Act of 2022 (S. 4236)
New Mexico’s Democrat Senators Martin Heinrich and
Ben Ray Luján have introduced S. 4236, which would create

a national framework for data generated by the planning and
management of water resources to include stream flows, precipitation, groundwater and soil moisture, as well as water use
by the agriculture, industrial and municipal sectors. The bill
would also direct the Interior Department to set up a federal
working group to create an integrated water resource management plan for the Rio Grande Basin.
“We support the water data framework provisions of S
4236,” said Mr. Keppen. “Western water resources decisionmaking demands accurate and timely. Critical and vital information is gathered and disseminated through a number of
important federal programs. There is a serious need to focus
on coordinated data collection and dissemination.”
Rep. Melanie Stansbury (D-NEW MEXICO) introduced
companion legislation earlier in the month. Alliance contractors met virtually with Rep. Stansbury in early May to discuss
the legislation, which the Alliance board of directors unanimously supported at its monthly board meeting.
“Water is the lifeblood of our communities,” Rep. Stansbury said in a statement. “As we are facing historic drought
and wildfires, we must address the immediate needs of our
communities, while transforming water management across
the West."
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$17.3 M for Water Efficiency Projects (Cont’d from Page 9)
groundwater issues, and improved stream flows to assist
DOT Waives “Buy America” Requirements
salmon recovery. The project will receive $300,000 with a
total project cost of $750,000.
Bloomberg Government reports that the U.S. TransportaThe projects will be completed in two or three years, detion Department (DOT) is giving states and industry 180 days
pending on the funding received. To view all the selected
to start working on procedures to comply with ‘Buy America’
projects, please visit www.usbr.gov/watersmart/weeg/.
requirements, although the administration touted the need for
This funding supplements the investments from the IIJA,
domestic sourcing of all materials for building infrastructure.
which contains $400 million over five years for
The notice was published in the Federal Register on May 25,
WaterSMART grants, including drought resiliency projects.
and notes that the department had heard from stakeholders
In 2022, Reclamation is making $160 million available and
worried about the mandate.
will re“Because
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W a s h i ng to n. P h o t o s o ur c e : Q u i n c y - C o l u mb i a B a s i n I r r i g a t i o n D i s t r ic t
impleand steel,
ments the
there is a need to gather data on domestic sourcing capacity to
IIJA, please visit www.usbr.gov/bil.
inform stronger standards,” the notice says. “For example,
while the exact impact on highway project construction is unSmall Water Storage Grant Program Webinar
known, the Department believes that it could be significant.”
The administration last month issued guidance requiring
Reclamation is conducting a webinar on June 2, 2022 at
that projects funded by the infrastructure package source
12:00 p.m. MDT regarding feasibility studies for the new
American steel, iron, and construction materials. The infraSmall Water Storage Grant Program as part of the IIJA. The
structure law (Public Law 117-58) mandated that the guidance
feasibility standards, published in January 2022 following the
be put in place by May 14.
IIJA, are available on Reclamation’s website. To be eligible
The construction industry quickly raised concerns, accordto receive a grant from this program, project sponsors must
ing to Bloomberg.
submit a feasibility study for Reclamation’s review and ap“It makes no sense to place unrealistic limitations on firms’
proval.
ability to source key materials at a time when prices for those
The IIJA authorized this new program and provides fundproducts are skyrocketing and supplies are limited,” Associating for surface and groundwater storage projects between
ed General Contractors of America CEO Stephen Sandherr
2,000 and 30,000 acre-feet. It must also increase the storage
said last month.
or move water to or from the storage project.
The Alliance – along with the Association of California
The program is available for non-federal water storage
Water Agencies, California Farm Bureau, National Water Reprojects in the Western States. Federal funding is available for
sources Association and Western Growers Association earlier
up to 25-percent of eligible project costs. No more than $30
this year sent a letter to the Interior Department and Bureau of
million is available per project. Up to $100 million will be
Reclamation, urging Interior to employ discretion and flexibilavailable over the next five years.
ity regarding the “Build America” mandate.
The funding opportunity for this program will be pub“We specifically request that you provide a general aplished later this year.
plicability waiver consistent with the law’s public interest criThe learn more about this program, visit Reclamation’s
terion to ensure that we can deliver on the Administration’s
Small Storage Grant Program at: https://www.usbr.gov/
commitment to modernize our water infrastructure to address
smallstorage/index.html.
climate resiliency and safe and reliable water deliveries to
Western water users,” the parties wrote on January 18.
Detailed information on Reclamation programs and funding provided in the IIJA is available at https://
As this Monthly Briefing was going to press, it was not
www.usbr.gov/bil/.
clear whether Interior was following DOT on delaying implementation of “Buy America” provisions for IIJA projects.
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A B i g T h a n k Yo u t o O u r N e w a n d S u p p o r t i n g M e mb e r s !

MARCH—APRIL 2022
CHAMPION ($10,000 and Above)
Westlands Water District (CALIFORNIA)
DEFENDER ($1000-$4999)
A Tumbling T Ranches (AZ)
Bowles Farming Company, Inc. (CA)
California Agricultural Irrigation Association
Central Arizona Irrigation & Drainage District
Garrison Diversion Conservancy District (ND)
Maricopa Water District (AZ)
Middle Rio Grande Conservancy District (NM)
Nampa & Meridian Irrigation District (ID)
Payette River Water Users Association (ID)
Salt River Project (AZ)
Twin Falls Canal Company (ID)
PARTNER ($500-$999)
Camelback 240 Ltd. Partnership (AZ) Columbia Canal Company (CA) Don Schwindt (CO)
East Fork Irrigation District (OR) H-Four Farms (AZ) Resource Environmental Solutions (TX)
Three Sisters Irrigation District (OR) Westside Irrigation Company (WA)

SUPPORTER ($250—$499)

Deschutes Basin Board of Control (OR) Love Farms, Inc. (OR) Mark Booker (WA)
Mark Deutschman (MN) North Unit Irrigation District (OR) Tempe Farming (AZ)

DONOR SUPPORT
Make your tax-deductible gift to the Alliance today! Grassroots membership is
vital to our organization. Thank you in advance for your loyal support.
If you have questions, please call our fundraising coordinator, Jane Townsend,
at (916)206-7186 OR EMAIL jane@familyfarmalliance.org

OR EMAIL jane@familyfarmalliance.org

Protecting Water for Western Irrigated Agriculture

Contributions can also be mailed directly to:
Family Farm Alliance
P.O. Box 1705
Clearlake Oaks, CA 95423

Page 12

