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Protecting Water for Western Irrigated Agriculture  

Feds’ Colorado River Deadline Passes 
Water Users, States Scramble to Avoid Crisis 

A mid-August deadline established by the Commis-
sioner of the Bureau of Reclamation for Colorado River 
Basin states to come up with plans to avoid a looming 
crash on the river came and went without any substantive 
actions proposed by those states. However, a timely infu-
sion of $4 billion by the federal government may provide 
funding and buy time for 
Basin water users to de-
velop voluntary efforts 
to reduce water use and 
allow Lakes Mead and 
Powell water levels to 
stabilize and avoid the 
river from a calamitous 
crash in the coming 
years.  
 
Interior Sets ‘23 Ops 
for Powell & Mead 

  
As the worsening 

drought crisis continues 
to impact communities 
across the West, the Department of the Interior on August 
16 announced urgent action to improve and protect the 
long-term sustainability of the Colorado River System, 
including commitments for continued engagement with 
impacted states and Tribes.  

“The worsening drought crisis impacting the Colorado 
River Basin is driven by the effects of climate change, in-
cluding extreme heat and low precipitation,” said Depart-
ment of Interior Deputy Secretary Tommy Beaudreau. 

The Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation) released the 
Colorado River Basin August 2022 24-Month Study, which 
sets the annual operations for Lake Powell and Lake Mead 
in 2023 in light of critically low reservoir conditions. 

     Prolonged drought and low runoff conditions accel-
erated by climate change have led to historically low water 

levels in Lakes Powell and 
Mead. The decline could 
disrupt hydroelectric power 
production and water deliv-
eries to cities and farms. 
     “Every sector in every 
state has a responsibility to 
ensure that water is used 
with maximum efficiency. 
In order to avoid a cata-
strophic collapse of the 
Colorado River System and 
a future of uncertainty and 
conflict, water use in the 
Basin must be reduced,” 
said Interior Assistant Sec-
retary for Water and Sci-

ence Tanya Trujillo. “The Interior Department is employing 
prompt and responsive actions and investments to ensure 
the entire Colorado River Basin can function and support all 
who rely on it.” 

  
2023 Operations of Lake Powell and Lake Mead 
  
Given the 23-year ongoing historic drought and low 

runoff conditions in the Colorado River Basin, downstream 

Glen Canyon Dam in Arizona holding back Lake Powell.  
Photo courtesy of U.S. Bureau of Reclamation. 
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Proposed Upper Basin Actions 
  
In the Upper Basin, Reclamation will take administrative 

actions needed to authorize a reduction of Glen Canyon Dam 
releases below 7 MAF per year, if needed, to protect critical 
infrastructure at Glen Canyon Dam.  

The agency intends to accelerate ongoing maintenance 
actions and studies to determine and enhance projected relia-
bility of the use of the river outlet works (commonly referred 
to as the bypass tubes) at Glen Canyon Dam for extended peri-
ods. Additional technical studies will be performed to deter-
mine if physical modifications can be made to Glen Canyon 
Dam to allow water to be pumped or released from below cur-
rently identified critical and dead pool elevations. 

Reclamation will also continue to work with the Basin 
states, Basin Tribes, stakeholders and partners to be prepared 
to implement additional substantial releases from Upper Basin 
Reservoirs to help enhance reservoir elevations at Lake Powell 
under the Drought Contingency Plan’s Drought Response Op-
erations Agreement. 

In both the Upper and Lower Basins, Reclamation intends 
to invest in system conservation and voluntary agreements, 
which could benefit from $4 billion provided by the Inflation 
Reduction Act (IRA) signed into law by President Biden last 
month (see related Story, Page 5).  Reclamation will also con-
sider other operational actions to establish flexibility in opera-
tions at all Basin facilities. 

“Reclamation remains fully committed to working in a 
consensus manner across the Upper and Lower Basins, with 
Tribes, and with the country of Mexico,” said Commissioner 
Touton. “I am confident that, by working together, we can 
achieve meaningful change toward a sustainable future for the 
river that serves as the lifeblood of the American West.” 

  
Proposed Lower Basin Actions  
  
In the Lower Basin, Reclamation will  take administrative 

actions needed to further define reservoir operations at Lake 
Mead, including shortage operations at elevations below 1,025 
feet to reduce the risk of Lake Mead declining to critically low 
elevations. 

The agency will also prioritize and prepare for additional 
administrative initiatives that would ensure maximum efficient 
and beneficial use of urban and agricultural water, and address 
evaporation, seepage and other system losses in the Lower 
Basin. Reclamation will further study to ascertain if physical 
modifications can be made to Hoover Dam to allow water to 
be pumped/released from elevations below currently identified 
dead pool elevations. 

“The solution to our challenges relies on the bedrock of a 
century of collaboration and partnership in the Colorado River 
Basin. But as water stewards, it is our responsibility to protect 
the system and the millions of Americans who depend on it,” 
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releases from Glen Canyon and Hoover Dams – which creat-
ed Lakes Powell and Mead – will be reduced again in 2023 
due to declining reservoir levels. In the Lower Basin, the re-
ductions represent the second year of additional shortage dec-
larations, demonstrating the severity of the drought and criti-
cally low reservoir conditions. 

Under the 2023 Operations Plan, Glen Canyon Dam will 
be operated by limiting releases - with a minimum of 7.0 mil-
lion acre-feet (MAF) - to protect Lake Powell from declining 
below 3,525 feet at the end of December 2023.    

Lake Mead will operate in its first-ever Level 2a Shortage 
Condition in calendar year 2023. The projected Lake Mead 
elevation of 1,047.61 feet requires shortage reductions and 
water savings contribution for the Lower Basin States and 
Mexico, pursuant to Minute 323. 

Arizona will face cuts of 592 thousand acre-feet (TAF), 
which is approximately 21% of the state’s annual apportion-
ment. Nevada’s reductions will be 25 TAF (8% of the state’s 
annual apportionment) and Mexico faces cuts of 104 TAF 
(7% of the country’s annual allotment). 

There is no required water savings contribution for Cali-
fornia in 2023 under this operating condition. 

Reclamation will now begin efforts to modify low reser-
voir operations at both Lake Powell and Lake Mead to be 
prepared to reduce releases from these reservoirs in 2024 to 
address continued drought and low runoff conditions in the 
Basin. 

  
Call for Basin-Wide Conservation 
  
In recent months, Reclamation has shared updated infor-

mation documenting the increasing risks that will continue to 
impact Lake Powell and Lake Mead. The analysis shows, 
depending on Lake Powell’s inflow, that the additional water 
or conservation needed ranges from 600 TAF to 4.2 MAF 
annually. 

Commissioner Touton last June testified before the U.S. 
Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources and 
called on water users across the Basin to take actions to pre-
vent the reservoirs from falling to critically low elevations 
that would threaten water deliveries and power production.  

“We need to see the work. We need to see the action,” 
Commissioner Touton said at the time. “I ask Congress today 
to keep pushing us back to the table and I ask our partners to 
stay at the table till the job is done.” 

The states failed to meet the mid-August deadline set by 
Commissioner Touton for them to propose 15% to 30% cuts 
to their water use. Reclamation officials said they still have 
faith the states will reach a deal if given more time. 

Reclamation did not direct mandatory water cuts at that 
time but announced its intent to immediately initiate a number 
of administrative actions in the Basin. The agency is also un-
dertaking preliminary work to develop the post-2026 strate-
gies and operations, as several reservoir and water manage-
ment decision documents expire at the end of 2026.  

  
Continued on Page 3 
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Lower Basin State, Urban and Tribal Responses  
  
Reaction from Lower Basin states water users was under-

standably mixed, depending on who is facing river cuts next 
year, and who isn’t.  

     Southern Nevada Water Authority (SNWA) sent a 
strongly worded letter to the administration, demanding action 
on several fronts. These actions included creating “beneficial 
use criteria for Lower Basin water users, eliminating wasteful 
and antiquated water use practices and uses of water no longer 
appropriate for this Basin’s limited resources”, and developing 
criteria for “managing facilities, reservoirs and projects for 
health and human safety operations in order to create certainty 
and predictability in the face of further reservoir declines.” 

    SNWA officials are not happy with the lack of progress 
in the state negotiations.  
     “I think we really need 
more specificity as to the 
nature of a unilateral federal 
action in order to motivate 
the states,” SNWA general 
manager John Entsminger 
told the Las Vegas Review-
Journal.   
      The failure to move for-
ward on a longer-term plan 
to firm up water supplies 
also didn't sit well with the 
Gila River Indian Commu-
nity, according to the Arizo-
na Republic. In December 
2021, Gila River and 
the Colorado River Indian 
Tribes signed an agreement 
to leave a combined 179 
TAF of their river allotment 
in Lake        Mead as a way 
to prop up the reservoir. 
"The Community has been 

shocked and disappointed to see the complete lack of progress 
in reaching the kind of cooperative basin-wide plan necessary 
to save the Colorado River system," said Gila River Governor 
Stephen Roe Lewis. 

Arizona Department of Water Resources Director Tom 
Buschatzke and Central Arizona Project (CAP) general man-
ager Ted Cook said in a written statement that Arizona and 
Nevada had put forward a proposal that called for reductions 
of 2 MAF in the Lower Basin and Mexico. That proposal was 
rejected.  

Democratic Sen. Mark Kelly criticized Colorado River 
Basin states for failing to propose significant cuts to their share 
of river water, arguing that his state of Arizona should not bear 
the brunt of future shortages. 

"We do have the tools in place. What we don't have are the 
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said Commissioner Touton. “Today, Reclamation starts the 
process on actions we can take to deliver on those responsibil-
ities.”  

 The 7 Colorado River Basin states and the federal gov-
ernment have struggled to reach a consensus on what to do. 
Reclamation appears to be ready to move forward on its own 
but will continue to talk to everybody about what the process 
is.  Not everyone is satisfied with that approach.  

  
Response from Upper Basin Interests 
  
The Upper Division States of Colorado, New Mexico, 

Utah, and Wyoming, through the Upper Colorado River Com-
mission (UCRC), in July delivered a letter to Reclamation 
that included a “5-Point Plan”.  

“The Upper Division 
States recognize that all 
Basin States and water 
use sectors need to partic-
ipate and collaborate on 
solutions that can bring 
the system into balance,” 
the letter states.  

The 5-Point Plan out-
lines additional actions 
and tools to help protect 
the Upper Basin’s critical 
infrastructure, which the 
UCRC admits “are natu-
rally limited” due to the 
shrinking supply of the 
river, depleted reservoir 
storage, and also due to 
previous drought response 
actions taken in the Upper 
Basin. 

Through the Upper 
Basin Drought Response 
Agreement, approximate-
ly 1/8 of Flaming Gorge 
Reservoir will be drained, with the water going to Lake Pow-
ell. Targets for next year’s releases are also being discussed 
by the Upper Colorado River Commission. Reservoirs like 
Flaming Gorge, Blue Mesa and Navajo were originally de-
signed to protect the Upper Basin and help meet its Colorado 
River Compact obligations, for its own economic benefit.   

“Those reservoirs are already low, and some – like Navajo 
– are not even able to deliver water,” said Andy Mueller, the 
general manager of the Colorado River District. “There are 
very few options up there, and draining those reservoirs is a 
very frightening option.” 

In rural Colorado, there isn’t much water available to con-
serve. The largest irrigation district in the Upper Basin, the 
500 TAF Uncompahgre Valley Water Users Association, al-
ready took a 150 TAF cut this year because of a light snow-
pack (Writers on the Range).   

“The runoff just isn’t there,” says General Manager Steve 
Pope. 

Flaming Gorge Reservoir. Photo source: Bureau of Reclamation 

Continued on Page 4 
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for," IID General Manager Enrique Martinez told the Desert 
Sun. "IID's water, 97% of that is for agriculture, that's creating 
food for people, for cattle, you've got dairy and other products 
being created for many parts of the state and nation. You've 
got to keep that in mind, and keep listening to the farmers, 
because ultimately, you don't want to get to the point 
of creating a food crisis to solve a water crisis." 

  
Coalitions Coalesce 
  
In the days and weeks following Reclamation’s mid-month 

announcement of Colorado River 2023 operating guidelines, 
which coincidentally occurred within one day of President 
Biden signing the IRA legislation, coalitions representing vari-
ous demand sectors weighed in with Reclamation, sharing 
concerns and suggestions.  

“Things are tense, but we believe the $4 billion in the IRA 
provides reasons for Reclamation not to come out of the gate 
with mandatory curtailments as their first move,” said Dan 
Keppen, Family Farm Alliance Executive Director. 

Alliance representatives last month met virtually with Inte-
rior Assistant Secretary Tanya Trujillo and representatives 
from Reclamation's Commissioner's office to discuss Colorado 
River developments, and specifically, how the $4 billion in 
IRA funds will be spent.  

Meanwhile, water providers in Denver, Colorado Springs, 
Aurora, Pueblo, Las Vegas and a Southern California umbrella 
group all pledged to introduce or speed up programs to reduce 
nonfunctional turf grass by 30%, increase water reuse and re-
cycling, and share successful conservation strategies.  The 
groups shared a copy of a recently signed Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) with Commissioner Touton. 

“We live in a semiarid climate, and we recognize that per-
sistent drought will continue to be an issue,”  Jennifer Jordan, 
a spokeswoman for Colorado Springs Utilities, told the Colo-
rado Sun. “We believe vibrant communities can be sustained 
through more efficient landscaping and more efficient water 
use practices, and we can continue to accommodate growth if 
we are wise about our water use.”  

A conservation coalition in Colorado does not believe this 
is enough. 

“Unless Denver Water pledges to divert less water, nothing 
changes,” Gary Wockner of Save The Colorado, which has 
fought multiple diversion and dam projects and seeks to re-
store more natural flows to Western river basins, told the Col-
orado Sun. “The only action that will put more water in the 
river is to divert less water out of the river.” 

A coalition of agricultural organizations – including the 
Family Farm Alliance- also offered their support, assistance 
and counsel for the immediate implementation of drought 
funding from the IRA in a letter sent to Interior Secretary Deb 
Haaland and Commissioner Touton.  

The letter identified some key principles including, a rec-
ommendation that  Reclamation should quickly release a No-
tice of Funding Availability with guidance to water managers 
currently developing drought response proposals and urgently 
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partnership right now with other states," Senator Kelly said in 
an interview on CNN'S "State of the Union." "Arizona has 
made an offer to put more and leave more water up in Lake 
Mead by far than any other state. We need the other Upper 
and Lower Basin states to step up and do their part." 

  
The Metropolitan Water District of Southern California 

put an emergency water conservation declaration in place this 
past June, directing six million residents to limit outdoor wa-
tering to one day per week or stay within a limit of 55 gallons 
per person per day.  

“To date, Metropolitan and its member agencies lead the 
nation in investments in water recycling, stormwater capture, 
and brackish groundwater and seawater desalination,” said 
Peter Nelson, the Chairman of the Colorado River Commis-
sion of California, in a public statement. 

Urban areas across Southern California will likely also be 
expected to further double down on conservation, including 
removing more lawns and installing water-efficient applianc-
es. 

  
Response from Lower Basin Ag Interests  
  
Water managers and producers in Yuma, Arizona have 

proposed a “Save the River” program that relates to 925,000 
acres of ag production land in Arizona and California.  

“If you can keep one acre-foot per acre of the water used 
on this land behind Hoover Dam, that’s almost 1 MAF of 
water,” said Wade Noble, Coordinator for the Yuma County 
Agricultural Water Coalition. “Lower Basin ag is the target; 
we should be the ones that come up with an ag solution.” 

The Yuma ag coalition is proposing a reduction in water 
order that would not necessarily equate to a fallowing of agri-
cultural land.  

“What the farmer does to make up the one acre-ft per acre 
is up to him or her,” said Mr. Noble. “The districts will work 
with the farmer.”  

The Yuma group also wants the ability to develop addi-
tional food production with less water so they can recover the 
food supply.  

Imperial Irrigation District (IID) in a press statement not-
ed its appreciation for Reclamation’s work and that of its part-
ners as all parties collectively attempt to reach an accord that 
addresses the severe drought on the Colorado River. 

“The actions announced by the Commissioner will impact 
both the Upper and Lower Basins,” IID President James 
Hanks said in a statement. “IID looks forward to learning 
more details about the support for investing in system conser-
vation and voluntary agreements in the Lower Basin and the 
administrative actions needed to further define reservoir oper-
ations at Lake Mead, including shortage operations.” 

Since 2003, IID – a senior water right holder on the Colo-
rado River -has conserved more than 7 MAF of water in sup-
port of California’s water supply resiliency. However, IID is 
concerned that impacts to national food production and the 
local economy cannot be sacrificed with even more conserva-
tion.  

"When you start cutting back, be careful what you ask 
Continued on Page 7 
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remain economically sustainable,” Zippy Duvall, AFBF’s 
president, said in a statement, but also noted that he “has seri-
ous concerns about the proposed increase in taxes on Ameri-
can businesses at a time when the country is entering a reces-
sion.” 

The legislation represents the largest investment in ad-
dressing climate change in U.S. history, allows Medicare to 
negotiate with pharmaceutical companies on the costliest pre-
scription drugs and extends health care subsidies through the 
2024 election.  

  
More Dollars for Interior and EPA 
  
The overall bill would provide tax certainty for clean ener-

gy technologies, including renewables, energy storage, nuclear 
and carbon capture, among others. It also includes a methane 

fee on oil and gas operations, as well 
as a host of provisions directing more 
lease sales on public lands and waters 
for fossil fuel development as Interior 
also ramps up leasing for offshore 
wind (E&E Daily). 
     The Fish and Wildlife Service 
(FWS) would get an additional $125 
million for developing and implement-
ing recovery plans for species listed 
under the Endangered Species Act. 
FWS would get another $121.25 mil-
lion to make direct expenditures, 
award grants, and enter into contracts 
and cooperative agreements for the 
purposes of rebuilding and restoring 
units of the National Wildlife Refuge 
System and state wildlife management. 
 EPA would receive billions of dollars 
to aid in the fight against climate 
change. The legislation contains more 
than $4.5 billion intended to track and 
cut emissions of conventional air pol-
lutants, as well as greenhouse gases. 

  
USDA Programs  
  
What is in play in the bill for U.S. farmers, ranchers and 

forestland owners? 
More than $20 billion would be made available to farmers 

and ranchers to give them the climate-smart agriculture tools 
they need to address the climate crisis.  

“Given that existing conservation programs are oversub-
scribed by as much as 3 to 1, these funds would help farmers 
and ranchers implement and expand conservation practices 
that reduce potent greenhouse gases, such as methane, while 
increasing the storage of carbon in their soil and trees,” said 
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President Biden on August 16 signed the $459 billion In-
flation Reduction Act (IRA) – a massive health care, climate 
and tax bill - into law. Much of the spending goes to climate 
programs.  

“The Inflation Reduction Act invests $369 billion to take 
the most aggressive action ever — ever, ever, ever — in con-
fronting the climate crisis and strengthening our economic — 
our energy security,” President Biden said at the bill signing 
ceremony.  

The White House is preparing for a much larger celebra-
tion after Labor Day, on September 6, when  Americans are 
expected to pay more attention to what’s at stake in the fall 
midterm elections (Washington Post).  

House Democrats on August 12 voted 220-207 to clear the 
bill, with no Republicans joining Democrats in supporting the 
act. Senate Democrats passed the bill five days earlier, by a 
51-50 margin, with Vice President Kamala Harris breaking 
the tie.  

“This process hasn't been easy, 
but Democrats promised the Ameri-
can people big, bold action on the 
priorities that matter to working fami-
lies,” said Senator Ron Wyden (D-
OREGON) after the bill passed the 
Senate. “I'm proud to say we just de-
livered.” 

Senator Kyrsten Sinema (D-
ARIZONA) was the key vote in the 
Senate, where she helped secure $4 
billion of funding intended to address 
the Western drought crisis.  

“We appreciate the determination 
of Senator Kyrsten Sinema and her 
colleagues to secure substantial new 
funding for drought-related priorities 
in the Colorado River Basin, which 
supports 5.7 million acres of irrigated 
agriculture including most of the na-
tion’s winter vegetables as well as 
other high-value foods such as citrus 
and melons,” Western Growers President and CEO Dave Pu-
glia, said in a statement. 

Republicans sharply opposed the massive package, which 
they claim is financed largely by tax increases.  

 “This bill, the Inflation Reduction Act (despite multiple 
studies showing it won’t reduce inflation) is not transforma-
tional,” Rep. John Curtis (R-UTAH) wrote in an August opin-
ion piece. “The only transformational thing about the Demo-
crats’ tax and spending spree is how it will raise taxes and 
give the federal government massive command and control 
over our economy and in people's lives.” 

The American Farm Bureau Federation (AFBF) praised 
funding for the conservation programs but criticized the bill’s 
tax provisions. 

“Farmers and ranchers support voluntary, market-driven 
programs that help the environment while ensuring farms 

Continued on Page 6 

$459 billion package includes $4 billion to fight Western drought 

Senator Krysten Sinema (D-ARIZONA).  
Photo source: Office of Senator Sinema 
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      Millions to Speed Permitting –  
      Senate to Vote on Permitting Reforms 
  

The IRA contains hundreds of millions of dollars to help 
speed environmental reviews to permit major projects.  

“The funding will be used to staff up agencies burdened 
with permitting new climate and infrastructure projects while 
improving efficiencies through integration and the use of auto-
mation in the permitting process,” said Mark Limbaugh with 
The Ferguson Group, the Alliance’s representative in Wash-
ington, D.C. 

In the meantime, Congress is set to vote separately on an 
environmental permitting reform deal struck between Sen. Joe 
Manchin (D-WV) and Majority Leader Chuck Schumer (D-
NY) to gain Senator Manchin’s support for the IRA climate 
bill. Sen. Manchin’s goal is to limit the number of legal chal-
lenges levied against projects as well as the time federal agen-
cies have to conduct reviews. Bill language has not yet been 
released. 

At issue are the political differences between the par-
ties. Republicans and developers urge faster reviews and con-
tend that rules under the National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA) and other environmental statutes are too cumbersome.  

“But Democrats, and some conservatives, too, have long 
asserted that the actual problem is that there simply are not 
enough experts at federal agencies to do the work,” said Mr. 
Limbaugh.  See related story, Page 13. 

  
Alliance Efforts: Western Drought Relief Funding  

   
Shortly after Senator Manchin announced that he would 

support the bill in late July, a coalition of Western agriculture 
and water organizations – including the Alliance- sent a letter 
to Senate leaders, expressing “surprise and concern” about 
how legislation aimed at climate change fails to include mean-
ingful provisions to address water security and emergency 
drought response.  

None of the nine organizations signing the letter – which 
also included the Agribusiness and Water Association of Ari-
zona, Association of California Water Agencies, National Wa-
ter Resources Association, Western Growers Association, and 
four Western state Farm Bureaus – have formally supported 
the Inflation Reduction Act.  

“Our letter urged that if a reconciliation package is consid-
ered - Congress needs to include provisions to provide imme-
diate drought relief to the West,” said Alliance Executive Di-
rector Dan Keppen. “We felt this could be a vehicle to get 
some big-time dollars to help address the drought throughout 
the West, including short-term funding that is critical to gener-
ate water savings in the next few years on the Colorado River. 
At the time, we knew it was a Hail Mary, to be sure, but if this 
reconciliation package were to move forward, we wanted 
something in there more than just dollars for solar panels and 
drinking water for disadvantaged communities.” 
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Ernie Shea, President of Solutions from the Land.  

The nearly $20 billion for the USDA conservation pro-
grams allocates funds for existing programs like the Environ-
mental Quality Incentives Program and the Regional Conser-
vation Partnership Program to provide financial and technical 
assistance to private landowners to voluntarily implement 
conservation practices on agricultural land.  

The boost in conservation programs would affect the next 
farm bill, either by temporarily increasing the budget baseline 
heading into the legislation or by setting a tone for the bill's 
priorities. Any budget baseline effect would be temporary, 
however, as the increases run out in fiscal year 2027, before 
the farm bill expires.  

Democrats and environmental lobbyists are hoping that 
the additional spending will smooth the way for a more cli-
mate-focused farm bill next year. However, some Senate Re-
publicans have predicted a vigorous debate if lawmakers try 
to add specific climate-related conservation funding to the 
farm bill.  

“If they go down this road, we very well might be looking 
at reconciliation as the only way future farm bills get written,” 
Sen. John Boozman (R-Ark.), the ranking member on the 
Senate Ag Committee, told Bloomberg. “Whoever holds the 
pen wields the fate for vital programs that farmers, ranchers, 
and foresters depend on.” 

  
Forestry Provisions 
  
The IRA appropriates a total of $4.9 billion in spending on 

various forestry programs, which will remain available 
through September 30, 2031. The Act includes funding for 
activities on National Forest Lands, including hazardous fuels 
reduction projects within the wildland urban interface, vegeta-
tion management projects, Forest Service NEPA reviews, and 
protection of old-growth forests.  

The IRA also includes funding—subject to a 20 percent  
non- federal cost share (but with authority to waive that cost-
share for climate mitigation and forest resilience practices for 
“underserved forest landowners”) - payments to private land-
owners to implement practices that increase carbon sequestra-
tion, grants for “wood innovation” or for hauling materials 
from fuels reduction projects, and tree planting and related 
activities.  

  
Tax Implications 
  
The IRA contains a number of tax and spending provi-

sions impacting a broad range of businesses and individuals. 
These changes include a 15% corporate minimum tax, a 1% 
tax on certain corporate stock repurchases, an extension of the 
excess business loss limitation, and expansion of renewable 
energy and energy efficiency incentives.  

“While the Act contains significant incentives for certain 
investments in clean energy infrastructure, it defers many of 
the eligibility specifics and implementation details to federal 
agencies, leaving significant questions for businesses seeking 
to understand the short and medium term impacts,” Stoel-
Rives law firm noted in a legal update prepared by the firm. 

Continued on Page 7 
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“This funding is critical to stabilize the Colorado River 
system and accelerate projects at the Salton Sea to protect pub-
lic health and the environment," California Gov. Gavin New-
som (D) said in a statement. 

  
Next Steps 
  
“We'll now start thinking about how we can best affect 

implementation of these funds, via appropriations and working 
with the Reclamation Commissioner's office,” said Alliance 
Executive Director Dan Keppen. “The bill is a bit short on 
direction and Interior and Reclamation officials will need 
some time to review and analyze the final language to inform 
their decision makers on the different ways they might be able 
to spend the funding.” 

The language in the bill calls out the Colorado River Basin 
as a priority for this funding and, based on their existing au-
thorities, Reclamation will probably look at both short- and 
long-term strategies to put the funding to good use.  

“There are other basins in the West that are in serious multi
-year drought and could also, we believe, benefit from some of 
the funding, but the Colorado River will remain the priority,” 
said Mr. Limbaugh. “From a West-wide perspective, this fund-
ing could set the stage for the rest of the year by drawing at-
tention to the reality that there are many other areas that are 
hurting, not just the Colorado River.” 

Finding ways to best influence the best ways that Reclama-
tion can implement these dollars will be a key priority for the 
Family Farm Alliance for the next four years.  

Congress remains on August recess, with the Senate sched-
uled to return on September 6 and the House returning on Sep-
tember 13.  

The House is expected to adjourn for the midterm elections 
on September 30 (only 11 legislative days) with the Senate 
scheduled to be in session until October 21 if that adjournment 
date stays in place. 
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Alliance representatives were in communication with sev-

eral of the Colorado River Basin Democrat Senators as the 
letter was being developed and in the days after.  

Senator Sinema - who had opposed past reconciliation 
moves (e.g., President Biden’s “Build Back Better” plan) – 
was the last Senate Democrat to publicly support the bill, and 
she held out until she had fully studied the legislation.   

Ultimately, she announced  that she had signed off on the 
legislation after securing a handful of changes, including $4 
billion for drought resilience, which will be directed to Recla-
mation, although three other Colorado River Basin Senators 
up for re-election this November accepted the credit for secur-
ing the provisions.  

"The Western United States is experiencing an unprece-
dented drought, and it is essential that we have the resources 
we need to support our states’ efforts to combat climate 
change, conserve water resources, and protect the Colorado 
River Basin,” Sens. Mark Kelly (D-ARIZONA), Michael 
Bennet (D-COLORADO) and Catherine Cortez Masto (D-
NEVADA) said in a statement. “This funding in the Inflation 
Reduction Act will serve as an important resource for Neva-
da, Arizona, and Colorado, and the work we’ve done to in-
clude it will help secure the West’s water future.”  

The Western drought provisions will help fund conserva-
tion projects to increase water levels in Colorado River sys-
tem reservoirs, and compensate water users for reducing wa-
ter use, through temporary or multi-year agreements. 

Senator Feinstein's office said those payments could bene-
fit "agricultural water users" — in the Colorado River Basin 
as well as those from other areas like the Klamath River Basin 
— "who are suffering from long-term drought and can reduce 
water use in ways that have conservation, environmental and 
other broader public benefits." (Greenwire) 

The drought provisions will also help mitigate effects of 
drought by funding environmental restoration projects, in-
cluding inland waterways like the Salton Sea.  

deploy that funding to address the most critical needs. 
“As Reclamation develops a plan to deploy drought fund-

ing, they should work with local water managers, set goals 
focused on driving the voluntary participation needed, and 
keep the process, selection criteria and any necessary agree-
ments simple and transparent,” the letter states.  

The letter also recommends that any program designed to 
temporarily reduce agricultural water use must recognize the 
value of lost production, the extended impact on the rural 
community and the cost of developing incremental new water 
supplies.  

“It is also important to avoid any actions that result in 
permanent disruptions to our long-tern capacity to produce 
the food and fiber that is relied upon in the U.S. and across 
the globe,” the letter states. “Agriculture should not be the 
only sector expected to reduce water use for the benefit of 
river systems.” 

The letter concludes with a plea for urban planners and 
water users to also seriously address growth and reduce over-
all use or diversions to protect the river system. 

 
- Excerpts of this article derive from an August 16, 

2022 Bureau of Reclamation press release  -   

River Coalitions Coalesce  (Continued from Page 4)  
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have no water left and watch our crop die, this is our liveli-
hood.”  

Farmers and ranchers served by the federal Klamath Irriga-
tion Project in Southern Oregon and Northern California also 
had their water supply unexpectedly curtailed last month (see 
related story, Page 11).  

  
Monsoons in the Southwest 
  
An active monsoon season in the Southwest led to im-

provements to drought conditions last month. Precipitation has 
improved many drought indicators including soil moisture, 
streamflow, and well data. Drought conditions improved in 
northern and southern Arizona, southern and eastern New 
Mexico, and Utah and Nevada.  

     Dallas, Texas saw 
more than 6.5 inches of 
rain in 24 hours, The 
Weather Channel's Jim 
Cantore told "CBS Morn-
ings." In just one hour, 
the city had 3 inches of 
rain, the most rain Dallas 
has seen in a one-hour 
period since at least 1953, 
he said.  The heavy rain 
follows weeks of dry 
weather.  
     "The tables have 
turned big time," Mr. 
Cantore said. "As a mat-
ter of fact, this is proba-
bly the wettest August on 
record for Dallas." 
  
     Outlook 
  
     NOAA’s Climate Pre-
diction Center (CPC) last 

month issued a La Niña Advisory, noting that it is expected to 
continue.  

“During the past month, below-average sea surface temper-
atures (SSTs) expanded across the central and eastern equato-
rial Pacific Ocean.... Overall, the coupled ocean-atmosphere 
system remained consistent with an ongoing La Niña,” the 
CPC reported. 

La Niña is a weather pattern that occurs in the Pacific 
Ocean. In this pattern, strong winds blow warm water at the 
ocean’s surface from South America to Indonesia. As the 
warm water moves west, cold water from the deep rises to the 
surface near the coast of South America. Generally speaking, 
La Niña winters tend to be drier and warmer than normal 
across the southern U.S. and cooler and wetter in the northern 
U.S. and Canada. 

September 2022 

Drought Persists in Much of the West  

The U.S. Drought Monitor reports that warm, dry condi-
tions continued across much of the High Plains in August, as 
moderate drought expanded in western South Dakota and 
northeast Wyoming where rainfall deficits this summer have 
dried out soils, lowered streamflow, and stressed vegetation. 
To the West, Idaho and Montana saw an expansion of abnor-
mally dry areas. Persistent warm, dry weather is likely to lead 
to additional degradations as soils continue to dry and vegeta-
tion suffers.  

This year is on pace to be the driest on record since Cali-
fornia started hydrologic measurements 128 years ago (see 
related story, Page 9).    

  
Oregon Drought Continues 
  
Drought conditions in the Pacific Northwest are not nearly 

as severe as they were 
last year, but some 
areas are still seeing 
severe, extreme and 
even exceptional 
drought. 

"At this time last 
year, the majority of 
the Pacific Northwest 
was either in extreme 
or exceptional drought, 
which are the two 
worst drought catego-
ries," said Larry 
O'Neill with the Ore-
gon Climate office at a 
regional drought webi-
nar last month. “By 
many measures, it was 
one of the worst 
droughts in the record-
ed history (of) the Pa-
cific Northwest." 

The U.S. Drought 
Monitor indicates over 65% of Oregon is experiencing mod-
erate to exceptional drought conditions. Slight changes over 
recent weeks include improvements in parts of Jefferson, 
Wasco and Wheeler Counties.  

Talent Irrigation District (TID) in southern Oregon last 
month shut off all water, the second summer in a row the dis-
trict has curtailed water deliveries early because of a lack of 
water. TID told NBC-5 in Medford that the decision was 
made due to low reservoir levels and depleted water supply.  

Farmers who get their water from the district told NBC 
the move is not surprising and that they’ve been bracing for it. 

“We normally, a couple years back, plant 60 acres, and 
then this last year, we had to drop down to 15, and then we 
did the same thing this year,” said Paul Elliott with Elli-Hou 
Farm. “We didn’t want to get through the season and then 

Monsoons Bring Relief to Southwest Region 
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Part of the visit took place in the Central Valley, where 
Secretary Haaland, Commissioner Touton, and federal, state 
and local leaders visited with farmers and water users in Fres-
no to discuss water solutions for farmers and highlight invest-
ments from the BIL and the Inflation Reduction Act (see relat-

ed story, Page 5). 
      The BIL allocates $8.3 billion for 
Reclamation water infrastructure pro-
jects to repair aging water delivery 
systems, secure dams, complete rural 
water projects, and protect aquatic 
ecosystems.  
     “Between federal and state fund-
ing, we have a tremendous opportuni-
ty to help farming; to help the San 
Joaquin Valley become resilient over 
time to these changing conditions that 
result from climate change,” said 
Wade Crowfoot, California’s Secre-
tary of Natural Resources.  
     In Southern California, the Secre-
tary and Commissioner announced 
the allocation of $309.8 million in 
funding from the BIL and $1 million 
in appropriated funding for the plan-
ning, design and construction of water 
reuse projects across the country. The 
selected projects will advance drought 
resilience and are expected to in-
crease annual capacity by about 
213,000 acre-feet of water, enough 
water to support more than 850,000 
people a year.  
  
     Governor Rolls Out California’s 

     Water Supply Strategy  

     A recent survey conducted by the 
Public Policy Institute of California 
(PPIC) shows the top environmental 
issues on Californians' minds are wa-
ter supply, drought and reservoirs.  
"For many people, they say the lack 
of water or a shortage of the supply of 

water (is the top issue), and then they get into other issues that 
they see as related to the drought, like wildfires, climate 
change and things like that," said president and CEO of the 
PPIC, Mark Baldassare. "But for most people, it's something 
they either know about or they describe it as we don't have 
enough water where we live." 

California Governor Gavin Newsome responded to the 
drought last month in Antioch when he  rolled out the state’s 
new water supply strategy.  The governor’s plan, detailed in a 
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The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA) predicts that 2022 is on pace to be the driest year in 
the 128 years of precipitation records in California, due to an 
extremely dry January, February and March. 

California drought has left 
more than 531,000 acres of farm-
land barren - a 36% increase on 
2021 due to dwindling water sup-
ply that experts say will impact 
crops of wheat, cotton, rice and 
alfalfa. US Drought Monitor data 
shows about 17 percent of the state 
- mostly in the Central Valley - 
experiencing what is known as an 
'exceptional' drought, or a drought 
with heightened fire and water 
shortage risks. 

“That’s going to mean less wa-
ter available for agriculture in cer-
tain parts of the state, most likely,' 
Aaron Smith, professor of agricul-
tural economics at UC Davis, told 
The San Francisco Chronicle last 
month. “We will see some reduc-
tions in land use and certainly, I 
would expect less alfalfa, rice, cot-
ton and wheat, which have been 
declining anyway.” 

In the Westlands region of Cal-
ifornia, water costs around $2,000 
an acre-foot, according to Sarah 
Woolf, president of Water Wise, a 
water brokerage and consultancy 
based in Fresno.  

Bloomberg reports that the 
soaring prices are a reflection of 
how quickly California’s water 
crisis is escalating, with dire impli-
cations for food crops that are al-
most entirely reliant on irrigation.  

“From the agriculture front it’s 
just not sustainable,” Ms. Woolf 
told Bloomberg. “I don’t know of a 
crop that can carry water prices 
like that.” 

  
Sec. Haaland, Commissioner Touton Visit California  
  
 U.S. Secretary of the Interior Deb Haaland and Bureau of 

Reclamation Commissioner Camille Touton spent two days in 
California last month to highlight how investments from the 
Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL) will help address the 
worsening drought crisis and expand access to clean drinking 
water for families, farmers and wildlife.  

Crippling California Drought Continues  
Governor Unveils New Water Supply Strategy  

Continued on Page 10 

Kevin Herman, owner of the Specialty Crop Co., 
(L), speaks with Interior Secretary Deb Haaland in 
Madera County, as U.S. Rep. Jim Costa (D-
CALIFORNIA) and Camille Touton, U.S. Bureau 
of Reclamation Commissioner, look on. 
Photo courtesy of Andrew Innerarity, California 
Department of Water Resources.  8/17/2022 



Page 10 

Monthly Briefing  

However, other California agricultural water managers and 
farmers have quietly expressed concern and exasperation with 
Governor Newsom’s water supply strategy.  

  
Concerns of Agricultural Water Users  
  
“As a general matter, the report is very light on specific 

actions, deadlines, accountability, and measurable outcomes,” 
said one Central Valley water manager who wished to remain 
anonymous. “In my opinion, it all but completely abandons the 
large water supply gap faced by farmers in the Valley.” 

Other silent critics of the new strategy believe the 
“scariest” part of the report is the call for new legislation that 
would authorize the state to curtail water diversions even dur-
ing non-drought years.  

The report claims that California “might” experience a 
10% decrease in overall water supplies by 2040 – approxi-
mately 6-9 million acre-ft of per year - due to less snowfall, 
more evaporation, and more consumption by plants and soil.  

“Most of this decrease is looking into the future and not so 
much what has been actually experienced, so it is very specu-
lative,” said one reviewer of the strategy. “There is no real 
discussion about the existing water supply gap that needs to be 
addressed.” 

  
Response from Prominent California Republicans  
  
The discussion of new storage in the governor’s strategy 

document focuses on moving the storage projects approved by 
the California Water Commission using the Proposition 1 bond 
passed in 2014.   

State Sen. Brian Dahle, a Republican running against Gov-
ernor Newsom in this fall’s election, also pointed to the fact 
that no projects have been completed with the bond money the 
state passed eight years ago, according to the AP.  

“When do the people wake up and go, ‘I want results. I 
actually want some results and I want to stop being promised 
and charged for non-results,’” said Sen. Dahle.  

Meanwhile, Congressional Republicans, led by House Mi-
nority Leader Kevin McCarthy (R-CALIFORNIA) wrote a 
letter to Governor Newsom trying to get his support on raising 
Shasta Dam. The letter makes three recommendations to the 
governor: 1) Reconsider opposition to the Shasta Dam enlarge-
ment project; 2) Allow local water districts to partner with the 
Bureau of Reclamation to advance the project; and 3) Work 
with the Legislature to amend state law if necessary to make 
sure the project can be advanced as quickly as possible. 

“Raising Shasta Dam would improve water supply reliabil-
ity for agricultural, municipal, industrial, and environmental 
uses, improve Sacramento River temperatures and water quali-
ty below the dam for salmon survival, increase the generation 
of hydroelectric power, and reduce the risk of flood damage,” 
the letter said.  

September 2022 

Gov. Newsom’s Water Plan (Cont’d from Pg. 9) 
16-page document,  lays out a series of actions aimed at pre-
paring the state for an estimated 10% decrease in California’s 
water supply by 2040 due to higher temperatures and de-
creased runoff.  

The plan focuses on accelerating infrastructure projects, 
boosting conservation and upgrading the state’s water system 
to match the increasing pace of climate change, securing 
enough water for an estimated 8.4 million households.  

Governor Newsom called it “an aggressive plan to rebuild 
the way we source, store and deliver water so our kids and 
grandkids can continue to call California home in this hotter, 
drier climate.”  

  
Reaction from Environmental Groups 
  
Environmental organizations praised some aspects of 

Governor Newsom’s plan but said the water strategy does not 
go far enough.  

“The thrust of the report, to increase urgency and attention 
around recycling, urban stormwater capture, efficiency, those 
are all good things,” said Kate Poole, senior director of the 
Natural Resources Defense Council’s nature program. “That 
said….you can’t really deal effectively with water use without 
dealing with Big Ag. And Newsom does not seem very will-
ing to do that.” 

Other long-time critics of irrigated agriculture and the 
petroleum industry echoed those comments.  

“Newsom’s drought plan to conserve water ironically does 
nothing to curtail the biggest water abusers who are also the 
biggest sources of greenhouse gas emissions fueling the cri-
sis,” said Food & Water Watch California Organizing Manag-
er Tomás Rebecchi. “The toxic cycles of industrial agriculture 
and fossil fuel extraction use massive amounts of  water that 
could otherwise go to public uses, kneecapping any attempt at 
meaningful water conservation.” 

  
Initial Reaction from California Water Users 
  
The initial reaction of several state water and agricultural 

organizations to the governor’s plan was positive.  
“ACWA supports the Governor’s call for the development 

of new water supplies through increased recycled water, de-
salination, above- and below-ground storage capacity, and 
groundwater replenishment,” said Cindy Tuck, the Associa-
tion of California Water Agency (ACWA) Deputy Executive 
Director for Government Relations. 

 “As we adapt to a hotter and drier future – I applaud the 
Administration’s Water Supply Strategy,” added Don Camer-
on, Chair of the State Board of Food and Agriculture.  “For 
the communities and farm families in the Central Valley, this 
strategy is a call for action to not only adapt to our changing 
climate but also support a more drought-resilient, equitable 
and vibrant agricultural economy.”   
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will be no water deliveries to Lower Klamath and Tule Lake 
National Wildlife Refuges for the foreseeable future. For the 
first time ever, both refuges are bone dry.  

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) announced 
that Tule Lake and Lower Klamath National Wildlife Refuges 
will be closed to all public upland game bird and waterfowl 
hunting during the fall/winter 2022-23 season.  

“This closure will affect upland game bird seasons, the 
general waterfowl season, special group waterfowl hunts 
(youth, veterans, women) and late season duck and goose 
hunts,” USFWS noted in a public statement. 

The decision to close the 
hunt season was based on 
the ongoing and severe 
drought conditions and lack 
of available habitat, includ-
ing food, water and shelter, 
to support upland game and 
migratory water birds.  
KWUA President Ben Du-
Val said that farmers are 
sickened by denial of water 
that would support water-
fowl, reptiles, and amphibi-
ans on both federal and non
-federal land.  
“My farm is just down the 
road from Tulelake Nation-
al Wildlife Refuge,” he 
said. “This area once hosted 
80 percent of the Pacific 
Flyway’s migrating water-
fowl. Now, I can’t bring 
myself to even go look at 

the federally-created disaster taking place on that refuge.” 
  
Reduced Food Production by Local Farmers  
  
This year’s water management comes on the heels of 2021, 

where the federal government shut down Project irrigation 
entirely.  

“Last year, the government dictated zero Project water 
diversions for the first time in the 115 years of the Project,” 
said KWUA Vice President Ry Kliewer, a hay and grain pro-
ducer. “Between last year and this year, my production is 
about 25 percent of normal. Meanwhile, the bills I have to pay 
are skyrocketing.”  

Tulelake Irrigation District Manager Brad Kirby said that 
there is great concern that some food crops may die in the 
field, noting that the investment already made in crops that 
may fail is enormous.  

“For some crops like alfalfa, we are looking at severely 
reduced production,” said Mr. Kirby. “But for row crops like 
potatoes and onions, there is essentially no production unless 
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The United States Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation) 
last month announced that irrigation districts that provide 
water to family farms and national wildlife refuges should 
immediately cease all diversion of water from Upper Klamath 
Lake, the major water storage reservoir for the Klamath Pro-
ject (Project). 

  
Irrigation Curtailed Before Harvest 

The move is the latest chapter in a two-decade history of 
requiring ever-higher levels of flow in the Klamath River, and 
water surface elevations 
in Upper Klamath Lake, 
both ostensibly for pro-
tection of threatened or 
endangered fish species. 
The policy has caused 
severe damage to rural 
communities, food pro-
duction, and terrestrial 
wildlife, with no identifi-
able benefit for the target 
fish species.  

Klamath Water Users 
Association (KWUA) 
Executive Director and 
Counsel Paul Simmons 
said that drought is a fac-
tor this year, but in the 
Klamath Basin, 
“reckless” federal water 
management is the real 
problem.  

“This irrigation sea-
son, there will be about 335,000 acre-feet of inflow to Upper 
Klamath Lake, yet the government is requiring that 407,000 
acre-feet be released for Klamath River flows, and that Upper 
Klamath Lake end the year at elevations far above any level 
ever claimed to be necessary for endangered suckers species,” 
he said.  

In mid-April, Reclamation announced that the water sup-
ply for producers and wildlife would be about 15 percent of 
the actual demand. KWUA estimates that about one-third of 
total Project acreage will have received zero water this year, 
and all of the rest will receive very limited water.  

Although Reclamation’s April 2022 announcement for 
water deliveries was disappointing to local water users, there 
was abundant precipitation in the basin between mid-April 
and June. This triggered hope within the local farming com-
munity that there would be more water  available for diver-
sion and delivery for food production and wildlife this year.  

Instead, the federal agencies made a decision that KWUA 
claims “was based on politics, not science, and withheld read-
ily available water from farmers who needed it.” 

  
No Water for National Wildlife Refuges  
  
Last month’s federal action virtually guarantees that there 

Federal Government Curtails Klamath Project Water Deliveries 

Continued on Page 12 

Empty  Klamath Pro jec t  i rr iga t ion canal .   
Photo  courtesy of  Klamath Water  Users  Assoc iat ion.   
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The added complication of a permitting scheme that begins 
with four subspecies of bees spread across over 35 California 
counties and that can be anticipated to add many more insects 
that are difficult to differentiate and avoid in a working land-

scape is “a very big deal”, according to Mr. 
Weiland. 
     Nossaman prevailed in trial court but lost 
in the court of appeal.  
The purpose of the Alliance’s amicus letter 
was to urge the Supreme Court to take the 
case.  
Alliance General Counsel Norm Semanko 
developed a two-page letter that was filed 
with the court last month.  
Petitioners to list the bee go out of their way 
to go after the farming community in the 
petition. The Alliance letter emphasizes the 
challenges faced by rural California commu-

nities in the Central Valley and elsewhere that depend on 
farming and that are critical to the nation’s food security.   

“As documented in the petition, the opinion will have par-
ticularly harsh impacts on the agricultural community in Cali-
fornia - those who grow crops to provide food and fiber to the 
nation,” said Mr. Semanko. “The adverse impacts on food 
security are particularly troubling to the Alliance and merit 
granting of the petition by the Supreme Court.” 
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Buzz, Buzz, Buzz Goes the Bumblebee 

The Family Farm Alliance last month put forward a letter 
to the California Supreme Court in support of a petition for 
review submitted by agricultural interests in a California En-
dangered Species Act (CESA) case with very significant ram-
ifications.  

Nossaman Law Firm is representing a 
broad array of farming interests in the mat-
ter, including California Farm Bureau, Al-
mond Alliance, and Western Growers.  At 
issue is whether CESA extends to insects 
such as bumble bees.  

“Until recently, it was widely under-
stood that CESA does not extend to in-
sects,” said Paul Weiland, the lead attorney 
with Nossaman.  

There is a formal Attorney General 
Opinion affirming insects are not covered 
by CESA. The California Department of 
Fish and Wildlife website also indicated until recently that 
insects are not covered. Even the petitioner (Xerces Society) 
has made the point that CESA does not protect insects when 
seeking federal listing of them.  

“Nonetheless, the State flipped its position when it re-
ceived a petition to list four subspecies of bumble bees in 
2019,” said Mr. Weiland. “The implications for all regulated 
entities are significant.”  

you have water through the end of the irrigation season.”  
 
      Klamath Dam Removal Project Moves Forward 

  
In other Klamath River news, the Federal Energy Regula-

tory Commission (FERC) on August 26 released a Final Envi-
ronmental Impact Statement (FEIS) that recommends approv-
al to remove four dams on the Klamath River. These dams 
were originally built to generate hydropower and do not store 
water for Klamath Project irrigators.  

The recommendation by FERC staff is another key mile-
stone in progress toward restoring the Klamath to its former 
free-flowing condition, work that has been undertaken collec-
tively by PacifiCorp, which owns the dams, Oregon, Califor-
nia and the Klamath River Renewal Corporation.  

“This is an encouraging step forward. DEQ appreciates 
the thorough and comprehensive review by FERC staff,” said 
Richard Whitman, Director of the Oregon Department of En-
vironmental Quality. “We look forward to working with all of 
our partners to help put resource management back on a sus-
tainable footing.” 

The FEIS is a requirement of the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA), which requires federal agencies to pre-
pare a document disclosing environmental impacts of a pro-
posed decision, as well as mitigation measures and alterna-
tives.  The FEIS also provides responses to comments that 
were submitted on a draft of the document. 

The publication of the FEIS is a necessary predicate for 
FERC to make a decision on whether to approve license sur-
render and decommissioning (removal), as well as for any 
other federal agency decisions that may be required, such as 
the Corps of Engineers' issuing a permit to authorize the de-
posit of dredged or fill material in the Klamath River. 

FERC may not legally take any action until 30 days after 
the issuance of the FEIS.  The FERC decision will be in the 
form of an order authorizing license surrender and decommis-
sioning.   

“I don't know when FERC will actually consider issuance 
of an order, but my instincts are that it will be sometime dur-
ing fall of this year,” said Mr. Simmons.  

Klamath Basin Water News (Cont’d from Pg. 11) 

Alliance Weighs in on California ESA Case 

Photo source: WA State DFW 
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The GOP lawmakers invited representatives from indus-
tries including utilities and pipelines, as well as state govern-
ments, to help make their case for reform. 

Republicans in the Senate, meanwhile, are taking their own 
steps to target NEPA. They hope to force a vote soon on legis-
lation to repeal the Biden administration's new regulations on 
carrying out NEPA, which include requirements to account for 
climate change. Sen. Dan Sullivan (R-AK) is leading an effort 
to overturn the rule through a Congressional Review Act 
(CRA) resolution, S.J. Resolution 55, he introduced July 13 
that is supported by all 50 Republican senators. 

“Will [my Senate Democratic colleagues] capitulate to the 
far-left radical environmentalists, or will they stand with the 
American people and the hard-working men and women of 
this country who build the vital hard infrastructure projects we 
need?” Senator Sullivan asked in his Senate floor speech. 
“There won’t be any hiding from this vote. It will be very in-
teresting to see who my Democratic colleagues stand with.” 
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Republican Efforts to Reform NEPA  
E&E Daily reports that House Republicans are renewing 

their focus on the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 
ahead of the midterm elections.  

Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy (R-CALIFORNIA) and 
Select Committee on the Climate Crisis ranking member Gar-
ret Graves (R-La.) convened GOP lawmakers last month in a 
forum to outline how they will handle NEPA as part of their 
task force on energy, climate and conservation policy.  

The “Let America Build” initiative seeks to put time limits 
on environmental reviews and reduce the ability to litigate 
against projects over NEPA compliance. NEPA, passed in 
1970, requires government agencies to carry out thorough 
environmental reviews of projects they carry out, fund or ap-
prove, along with gathering public input.  

"In rural America, we're at the forefront of this... We're 
the ones that feed people,” said Rep. Dan Newhouse (R-
WASHINGTON). “We're the ones that produce the energy. 
We're the ones that are trying to manage our lands. And we 
can't do that under this burdensome system."  

On August 15, the Department of the Interior swore in the 
new Director of the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS), David 
Applegate. He joined the USGS in 2004, and in 2021 began 
serving as the USGS Associate Director for Natural Hazards. 

USGS is the sole earth science agency for the Department 
of the Interior and the federal government. It is sought out by 
thousands of partners and customers for its natural science 
expertise and its vast earth and biological data holdings.  

 “David’s long and impressive tenure will continue to be 
essential to ensuring that the Department continues to be an 
international leader in developing the climate science needed 
to understand the Earth’s past, present and future climate,” 
said Secretary of the Interior Deb Haaland. “With science at 
the heart of Interior’s mission, David will also play a key role 
in helping us to strengthen and reinforce the scientific integri-
ty of the Department’s work.” 

Applegate Sworn in as USGS Director 

                 DONOR SUPPORT 
                  Make your tax-deductible gift to the Alliance today!   
                  Grassroots membership is vital to our organization.  
                       Thank you in advance for your loyal support.  
                 If you have questions, please call our fundraising coordinator,  
                                           Jane Townsend, at (916)206-7186  
                                OR EMAIL jane@familyfarmalliance.org 

Protecting Water for Western Irrigated Agriculture  

Contributions can also be mailed directly to: 
Family Farm Alliance 
P.O. Box 1705 
Clearlake Oaks, CA 95423   


