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STORIES INSIDE………

 Advancing the Water Shortage & Food Security Message 
"This campaign has been a huge success by helping drive 

the public discussion on the risk to our nation's food supply 
through policies that deny water to our farms," said CFWC 
Executive Director Mike Wade. "We will continue hitting 

this issue through the election and beyond, 
with the goal of holding elected officials 
and government appointees accountable 
for their actions." 
 
     Taking it to the Streets 
 
     Alliance and CFWC spokespersons are 
taking their message across the West.  
Mr. Keppen delivered the keynote address 
last month at the Upper Missouri Water 
Association conference in Deadwood 
(SOUTH DAKOTA):  “A Perfect Storm: 
Western Drought, Inflation, Ukraine and 
Global Food Insecurity”.  
     “People need to know that food does 
not come from Safeway or Family Fare,” 
Mr. Keppen told the audience in Dead-
wood. “It  comes from producers like the 
farmers and ranchers to whom many of 
you deliver water. We have a rare oppor-
tunity to demonstrate to consumers and 
policy makers alike that there is still time 
for our state and federal officials to right 
this ship and recognize the importance of 

storing water and growing food with it.” 

Continued on Page 2 

With the current backdrop of severe drought conditions 
in the Western U.S., significantly inflated food costs, global 
food supply challenges, and a looming global famine, there 
has never been a more important time to protect American 
food production.  

In a campaign aimed at publicizing 
the threat to the nation's food supply, 
the California Farm Water Coalition 
(CFWC) partnered with the Family 
Farm Alliance and Klamath Project 
irrigators to show consumers how water 
policies are contributing to food short-
ages and rising prices. 

Beginning April 2 with a full-page 
ad in the Wall Street Journal, the cam-
paign progressed over the summer with 
paid social media posts aimed at con-
sumers aged 18 to 44. Ads were written 
to inform readers that food supplies are 
at risk and that prices are expected to 
rise, which they did- to record levels. 

Readers were also encouraged to 
click a link to learn more at a special 
landing page on the CFWC web site 
with information on the connection 
between water and food security.  

To date, the campaign has generated 
over 7 million impressions with al-
most 210,000 people clicking the link 
to visit the web site, where major points were made with 
supporting information.  

Protecting Water for Western Irrigated Agriculture  
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more than 8%. 
Banning neonicotinoids and pyrethroids from being used 

as pesticides would raise the cost of lettuce, according to Am-
rith Gunasekara, Ph.D., the director of science and research for 
the California Bountiful Foundation, an affiliate of the Califor-
nia Farm Bureau. 

“California residents are paying higher prices due to global 
events that are beyond their control,” Dr. Gunasekara recently 
wrote in Ag Alert. “But how will they react in the future if 
their food prices rise further due to misguided government 
policy decisions in Sacramento that impose increased regula-
tions on agriculture in the state?” 

Efforts to sharply restrict or ban neonicotinoids in Wash-
ington, D.C. have so far been blocked by Republicans in Con-
gress who have criticized moves by the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency (EPA) to curtail other farm chemicals. However, 
Rep. Earl Blumenauer, a Democrat from Portland (OREGON) 
has a bill (H.R. 4079), which would cancel the registrations for 
various neonics, pending further review by a future panel. The 
bill has 76 Democrat co-sponsors (E&E News). 

Last month, four environmental groups in California sued 
EPA over the agency's “failure to assess the real-world im-

pacts” of pesticides in its ap-
proval process. 
     Dr. Gunasekara and others 
believe additional price in-
creases may be inevitable if the 
Golden State follows in the 
footsteps of the European Un-
ion, where a policy directive 
stands to phase out commonly 
used pesticides by 50% by 
2040. A USDA Economic Re-
search Service analysis esti-
mated this strategy could have 
a negative economic impact of 
up to $1.1 trillion. 
 
 Farmers Begin to Push Back  
 
    Producers in other parts of 

the world are starting to push back on government environ-
mental proposals that make farming more difficult.   

Earlier this year in The Netherlands, angry farmers for 
weeks protested sweeping environmental policy change that 
threatened to upend the agricultural productivity of the coun-
try, which ranks second only to the U.S. in global exports. 

Greenwire on October 20 reported that farmers across New 
Zealand took to the streets on their tractors last month to pro-
test government plans to tax cow and other greenhouse gas 
emissions. The week prior, the national government proposed 
a new farm tax as part of a plan to address climate change.   

New Zealand Farmer Matt Swansson told Greenwire that 
he's "had a gutsful" of the government and would consider 
refusing to pay the new tax. 

He said that on many days on his farm, he thinks he has the 
best job in the world. 

"But when it's rain, drizzle, and you get home and listen to 
the news," Mr. Swansson said, "why do you bother?" 
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 Food / Water Security Campaign Continues (Cont’d from Pg. 1) 
Mr. Keppen delivered a similar keynote address in Sep-

tember at the Arizona Agri-business and Water Council water 
conference in Phoenix and will also speak on this topic at the 
World Alfalfa Congress conference later this month in San 
Diego and the North Dakota Water Users Association confer-
ence in Bismarck in December. 

Mr. Wade will advance the food security message in his 
keynote address before the Columbia Basin Development 
League in Washington state later this month.   

Audiences so far have been very supportive of our efforts 
to educate the public and policy makers on the importance of 
Western irrigated agriculture to our national security,” said 
Mr. Keppen.  

 
Food Security Concerns Grow  

      
The multiple-year drought faced by many in the West -

coupled with other domestic and global developments– is 
already affecting the availability and price of food for many 
Americans. Rising food prices and global hunger are linked to 
the war in Ukraine, extreme climate events like the Western 
U.S. drought, and other global stressors. 

“Political reality is start-
ing to set in, as average 
Americans – already battling 
increased inflation, higher 
gas prices, and soaring food 
costs – are resetting their 
priorities on issues that likely 
have a substantive impact on 
their daily lives….like safe, 
affordable food,” said Mr. 
Keppen. 

The U.S. has long been 
an agricultural powerhouse, 
and our agricultural export 
capability has helped feed the 
world. But in 2019, for the 
first time in more than 50 
years, the U.S. ran an agricul-
tural trade deficit. The USDA 
forecasts we will again run a 
deficit in 2023, for the third time since 2019. This growing 
deficit is driven primarily by our dependence on imported 
Mexican fruits and vegetables. 

Most of the tomatoes consumed in the U.S. — fresh, 
canned, and otherwise — come from California. Factors like 
the ongoing drought, and rising fuel prices are making the 
fruit harder and more expensive to grow, which will material-
ize in terms of scarce availability and higher prices on grocery 
shelves in the coming months.   

Anti-pesticide interests also pose a threat to production. 
 
Banning Pesticides Would Raise Lettuce Prices 
 
California also produces 70% of the nation’s lettuce and 

leafy greens. The California Farm Bureau recently released a 
study showing that if farmers can’t use common pest controls, 
yields may drop 5% to 10%, and lettuce prices may jump 

Derek Azevedo looks over a field of organic processing toma-
toes outside Los Banos (CALIFORNIA). Photo source: Kevin 
Hecteman of Ag Alert, a publication of the Cal. Farm Bureau.  
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Under Secretary for Farm Production and Conservation at 
USDA, in a recent call with the WACC. “We’ll primarily pro-
vide technical assistance to the Hill. Congress writes the Farm 
Bill.”  

President Biden signed the Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) 
into law on August 18. The IRA is a once-in-a-generation in-
vestment, representing the single largest investment in climate 
and clean energy solutions in American history.  

Approximately $20 billion of IRA funds will support the 
Natural Resources Conservation Service’s (NRCS) conserva-
tion programs nationally, to include: 

 

· $8.45 billion for the Environmental Quality Incentives 
Program (EQIP); 

· $4.95 billion for the Regional Conservation Partnership 
Program (RCPP); 

· $3.25 billion for the Conservation Stewardship Program 
(CSP); 

· $1.4 billion for the Agricultural Conservation Easement 
Program (ACEP); and 

· $1 billion for the Conservation Technical Assistance 
Program. 

 
     This additional conserva-
tion programming invest-
ment will help farmers, 
ranchers and forest landown-
ers implement expanded 
conservation practices that 
reduce greenhouse gas emis-
sions and increase carbon 
sequestration. 
     “We are still waiting to 
learn how much Oregon 
NRCS will receive from the 
total IRA funds for NRCS,” 
said Ron Alvarado, NRCS 
State Conservationist for 
Oregon. “While we wait, we 
are strategizing our conser-
vation investments in antici-
pation for this additional 
funding to come our way this 
fiscal year.”  
     Under Secretary Bonnie 
said USDA will use existing 
programs and procedures to 

implement the IRA . 
“We need to think about capacity, and partnerships,” he 

said. “The IRA money will ramp up over time. We need to 
build the infrastructure to get those dollars out the door.”  

House Agriculture Committee Ranking member Glenn 
Thompson (R-Pa.) has warned against turning the conservation 
title of the farm bill into a "climate" title, although he's sup-
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Next Farm Bill Set to Move in 2023 
The planning and budgeting process for the 2023 Farm 

Bill has begun, and Congressional Agriculture committees are 
starting to outline the next five years’ spending for national 
conservation, food, farm and nutrition programs.  

The Family Farm Alliance throughout the year has pre-
pared for the next farm bill by engaging with agricultural and 
conservation partners, developing written testimony for Con-
gressional hearings, and working with its members to priori-
tize its energies in the farm bill debate. Debate over this next 
farm bill will likely include topics like policies related to ag 
and climate change,  price inflation, international trade and 
industry consolidation. 

“A large portion of our energies at the Alliance will be 
devoted to the 2023 Farm Bill conservation title,” said Alli-
ance Executive Director Dan Keppen. “Once again, we’ll 
work closely on this with our partners in the Western Agricul-
ture and Conservation Alliance (WACC)”. 
 
Timing of 2023 Farm Bill  

 
The farm bill is an omnibus, multiyear law that is typically 

renewed about every five years. The next farm bill is due in 
September 2023, but the timing isn’t certain.  The Senate and 
House Ag committees have both conducted preliminary hear-
ings on the farm bill.   

Most farm bills in re-
cent years have been passed 
after the September 30 ex-
piration of the existing one, 
especially in odd-numbered 
years that overlap with 
midterm elections. 
(Greenwire). 

Former House Agricul-
ture Chair Collin Peterson 
(D-Minn.) told a forum 
sponsored by Agri-Pulse on 
September 26 that he ex-
pects a delay of at least a 
year, which would require 
that the 2018 farm bill be 
extended.  

"I hope I'm wrong. I 
just don't think it's going to 
happen," said Mr. Peterson. 
"You can't even start talk-
ing about the farm bill until 
you know who's in charge." 

 
Inflation Reduction Act Impacts on the Next Farm Bill 
 
The upcoming farm bill will be impacted by the infusion 

of money from the recently passed Inflation Reduction Act’s 
climate provisions and the Agriculture Department's own ef-
forts to promote climate-smart land management, although 
USDA leaders say this will not be a “President Biden / USDA 
Secretary Vilsack farm bill”.  

“We’ll pick and choose what we do,” said Robert Bonnie, 

Family Farm Alliance “farmer lobbyists” meet with USDA Under 
Secretary Robert Bonnie (far right) and his deputies at the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, September 2022.  

Continued on Page 4 
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for a water infrastructure project on my operation,” said 
Shayne Wiese, who represented the Iowa Cattlemen’s Associ-
ation and National Cattlemen’s Beef Association at the hear-
ing. “After months of waiting with no approval, I finally gave 
up and completed the project without assistance from USDA.”  

Mr. Wiese and other ranchers see many other opportunities 
to improve the land and environment with EQIP funding but 
simply do not have the confidence in the process to apply 
again.  

“We could improve upon soil-health-building grazing prac-
tices, provide more erosion control, and promote cleaner water 
resources,” he testified. “I would rather budget responsibly and 
pay for it ourselves to help the ranch be environmentally pro-
gressive than wait for assistance and lose valuable time.” 

The WACC is also striving to find ways to simplify pro-
gram delivery without harming environmental interests or pro-
gram integrity.  

“Conservation program management should emphasize a 
stronger role for state and local decision-making,” said Marc 
Thalacker (OREGON), an Alliance director who has decades 
of experience working on conservation projects. “NRCS state 
conservationists should be viewed as ‘the CEOs’ in these mat-
ters.” 

 
Watershed and Flood Prevention Operations Program  
 
The Family Farm Alliance and many of its members are 

strong supporters of the NRCS Watershed and Flood Preven-
tion Operations Program, often referred to as the “PL-566” 
Program.  

The WACC supports modernizing the Watershed and 
Flood Prevention Operations Program to prioritize multi-
benefit projects that reduce flood and drought risk to producers 
and rural communities through a combination of infrastructure 
investments with improvements and protections to natural fea-
tures that help provide the risk reduction.   

“We support expanding and modernizing the PL-566 Pro-
gram to prioritize multi-benefit projects that reduce flood and 
drought risk to producers and rural communities,” said Mr. 
Thalacker. “We can do this through a combination of infra-
structure investments with improvements and protections to 
natural features that help provide the risk reduction.”  

An interagency “Memorandum of Understanding” (MOU) 
was recently signed by the Bureau of Reclamation and NRCS 
for PL-566 projects on Reclamation facilities.  

While Western water managers were pleased to see the 
commitment of the agencies to coordinate on PL-566 projects, 
concerns remain regarding the time required to address envi-
ronmental and cultural resources regulatory requirements on 
proposed conservation projects.  

The Alliance in the past year has signed on to two different 
coalition letters to the Interior Department and USDA with 
recommendations on how National Environmental Policy Act 
and National Historic Preservation Act implementation could 
be improved and streamlined. 
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2023 Farm Bill (Cont’d from Pg. 4) 
ported voluntary programs to promote carbon sequestration in 
agriculture (E&E Daily). 

“Some of our farmers are concerned that the carbon-
centric focus of some policy makers could endanger projects 
that also address broader matters,” said Mr. Keppen. “Climate 
mitigation should not just focus on carbon and assume that 
planting more carbon-sequestering trees will solve the prob-
lem. Projects that help producers and water managers adapt to 
the impacts of climate change must also be encouraged.” 

 
Family Farm Alliance Farm Bill Priorities 
 
The Alliance since 2012 has engaged in Farm Bill negoti-

ation primarily through its involvement with the Western Ag-
riculture and Conservation Coalition (WACC).  

“We co-founded the WACC, in an effort to support the 
common interests of agriculture, conservation, and other in-
terests tied to resources on behalf of a viable and sustainable 
rural West,” said Mr. Keppen. “Water is the core resource 
concern we want the government to address more effective-
ly.” 

The WACC strives for USDA prioritization of project 
proposals that deliver cross-sector benefits to farming, ranch-
ing, and conservation.  

“We want to see emphasis on project proposals that deliv-
er measurable conservation outcomes,” said Jeff Eisenberg, 
WACC Coordinator. “Successful projects are ones that deliv-
er benefits to significant portions of land in a watershed.” 

A key part of WACC collaboration has focused on Farm 
Bill conservation programs, where the interests of coalition 
agriculture and conservation groups are very closely linked. 
Highlights of WACC  policy goals across all Farm Bill Con-
servation Title programs include: 

 

· Prioritization of project proposals that deliver cross-
sector benefits to farming, ranching, and conservation; 

· Prioritization of project proposals that deliver measur-
able conservation outcomes; 

· Prioritization of project proposals that deliver benefits 
to significant portions of land in a watershed;  

· Simplification of program delivery without harming 
environmental interests or program integrity;  

· Protecting the current baseline funding for Farm Bill 
Conservation Title programs. 

 
The Conservation Title programs that the Alliance via its 

involvement with WACC are focused on for 2023 Farm Bill 
reauthorization include EQIP, the Conservation Innovation 
Grant Program (CIG), CREP, and RCPP.   

The Alliance supports reducing the high administrative 
burdens on both NRCS staff and partners alike that leads to 
project delays and unnecessary expenditures on complex con-
tract administration. This concern was one raised at a hearing 
conducted by a House Agriculture Subcommittee in Septem-
ber.  

“Recently, I applied to receive EQIP cost-sharing funding 
Continued on Page 5 
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predict that as we move into the winter, we can expect another, 
fourth dry year.” 

However, not everyone believes La Nina automatically 
equates to drought in California.  

“We have it in our heads that El Niño means wet, and so 
the opposite is La Niña, and the opposite is dry,” said Michael 
Anderson, climatologist with the California Department of 
Water Resources (DWR). “But the reality is not all El Niños 
are super wet, and not all La Niñas are dry.” 

The U.S. Drought Monitor shows that nearly 82 percent of 
the country is facing at least 
abnormally dry conditions 
— the highest percentage 
since the drought monitor 
launched in 2000. 
Below-normal precipitation 
could also continue to be a 
problem for the Mississippi 
River, as low water levels 
have recently slowed barge 

traffic and threatened municipal water supplies with saltwater 
intrusion from the ocean. The Army Corps of Engineers 
(Corps) which operates the river stated if dry conditions per-
sist, especially in the Missouri River Basin, the river may drop 
an additional 3 feet by December.  

The good news is that wetter weather in 2022 means that 
soil moisture levels in Colorado are the highest they’ve been 
since 2014, according to the Colorado Springs Gazette.  Alt-
hough the wetter soils mean Colorado could derive more water 
when the mountain snows melt, it is unlikely to improve the 
water supply situation in the new water year by much. 

“It’s still a very tenuous situation,” Becky Bolinger, assis-
tant state climatologist, told the Gazette. “It’s not a great start 
to the water year.” 
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NOAA Predicts a Third Year of La Niña in the West 
According to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-

ministration (NOAA), the 2022-23 Winter Outlook, the 
parched Western U.S. is in for the third consecutive winter of 
La Nina -driven weather.  

La Niña is a weather pattern that occurs in the Pacific 
Ocean. In this pattern, strong winds blow warm water at the 
ocean’s surface from South America to Indonesia. As the 
warm water moves west, cold water from the deep rises to the 
surface near the coast of South America. 

Generally speaking, La Niña winters tend to be drier and 
warmer than normal across 
the southern U.S. and cool-
er and wetter in the north-
ern U.S. and Canada. 

La Nina has a 75% 
chance of persisting 
through February, accord-
ing to the National Weather 
Service’s Climate Predic-
tion Center. 

Below-average rainfall and snowpack are expected for 
Southern California, the Southwest, the southern Rockies, the 
southern Plains, the Gulf Coast and much of the South due to 
a predicted third year of La Niña weather patterns. Drought 
conditions are expected to improve in parts of the Pacific 
Northwest from the La Niña pattern. 

California just experienced its three driest years on record. 
According to the U.S. Drought Monitor, more than 94% of 
the state is in severe, extreme or exceptional drought. State 
water officials said last month they’re preparing for another 
dry year of the La Nina forecast.  

“It’s the third straight year of a bad and worsening 
drought,” said Wade Crowfoot, secretary of the California 
Natural Resources Agency. “Our scientists and climatologists 

“There’s nothing in the MOU that I see that will speed up 
the planning process or the associated environmental compli-
ance,” said one Western water manager who wished to remain 
anonymous. “Probably the exact opposite is my take.” 

 

American Farm Bureau 2023 Farm Bill Priorities 
 
Elsewhere, the American Farm Bureau Federation -  the 

nation’s largest lobbying group for farmers – highlighted its 
priorities for the 2023 Farm Bill, several of which match up 
with the WACC’s priorities:  

· Protecting current farm bill program spending; 

· Maintain a unified farm bill which keeps nutrition pro-
grams and farm programs together; 

· Any changes to current farm legislation must be an 
amendment to the Agricultural Adjustment Act of 1938 
or the Agricultural Act of 1949;  

· Prioritize risk management tools and funding for both 
federal crop insurance and commodity programs; and  

· Ensure adequate USDA staffing capacity and technical 
assistance  

 
“The farm bill is the most significant piece of legislation 

that affects farmers and ranchers across the country," Zippy 
Duvall, the group's president, said in a press release. “Since 
enactment of the 2018 farm bill, farmers have faced signifi-
cant challenges from market volatility, increased input costs 
and devastating natural disasters." 

2023 Farm Bill (Cont’d from Pg. 4) 

“We have it in our heads that El Niño means wet, 
and so the opposite is La Niña, and the opposite is dry. 

But the reality is not all El Niños are super wet, and not 
all La Niñas are dry.” 

 
Michael Anderson, 

California Department of Water Resources Climatologist 
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“There has been endless speculation and reading of the tea 
leaves regarding questions raised by the Justices in the past 
month,” said Alliance Executive Director Dan Keppen.  

“Adjacency” and “significant nexus” issues were front and 
center before the Court last month. 

After failing to get the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 9th 
Circuit to throw out a broad test for determining CWA juris-
diction, the Sacketts have proposed to the Supreme Court a 
two-step test for determining when a wetland is subject to the 
act.  

Step one of the test is determining whether a wetland is 
inseparably bound up with a “water” by means of a continuous 

surface-water connection. 
The second step of the test is 
determining whether the 
“water” is among those water 
bodies subject to Congress’s 
authority over the channels of 
interstate commerce. 
     Conversely, EPA is urging 
the Supreme Court to uphold 
the 9th Circuit’s backing of 
the “significant nexus” test 
outlined by then-Justice An-
thony Kennedy in Rapanos v. 
United States. They also 
pointed to the fact that the 
Supreme Court in United 
States v. Riverside Bayside 
Homes held that adjacent 
wetlands may be defined as 
waters under the CWA. 
General Counsel Semanko 
monitored the hearing and 

does not agree with all of the headlines. 
“Based on the comments and questions to both lawyers 

from the Justices, I do not believe that the Court is likely to 
soften the ‘adjacency’ test for wetlands from the Riverside 
Bayview case,” said Mr. Semanko. “However, it is likely to 
dump the “significant nexus” test for WOTUS from the Ra-
panos case.”  

He believes the most telling comment at the October 3rd 
hearing may have been when Justice Amy Barrett said that if 
the Court retains former Justice Kennedy’s significant nexus 
test from Rapanos, there would be no need to worry about 
whether wetlands are adjacent to navigable waters or not; all 
wetlands with any kind of connection to navigable waters 
would be jurisdictional. 

“That tells me that Justice Barrett sees the significant nex-
us test as being inconsistent with the language of the Clean 
Water Act,” Mr. Semanko observed. 

Conceivably, the Court could adhere to existing precedent 
regarding adjacent wetlands, but jettison the significant nexus 
test for WOTUS.  

“That would still be a very good result for farmers, ranch-
ers and the larger regulated community,” said Mr. Semanko.   
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Supreme Court Hears Oral Arguments on WOTUS Case 
The Supreme Court of the United States (SCOTUS) on 

October 3rd heard oral arguments in Sackett v. EPA, a case 
that many Clean Water Act (CWA) experts argue could de-
fine what “waters of the U.S.” (WOTUS) means under the 
CWA.  

The outcome of the case could impact whether yet another 
WOTUS rulemaking could commence – this time under the 
Biden Administration. Currently, the Administration is con-
sidering finalizing their proposed rule reinstating the 1986 
CWA rule and guidance (adjusted for past Supreme Court 
rulings) as the interim benchmark for the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency (EPA) and the Army Corps of Engineers to 
use in determining their jurisdiction over WOTUS under the 
CWA. The rulemaking 
process has been underway 
since the Trump Admin-
istration’s Navigable Wa-
ters Protection Rule defin-
ing WOTUS was thrown 
out in the initial days of the 
Biden Administration.  

In the case, the high 
court is set to determine 
whether the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the 9th Circuit 
set forth the proper test for 
determining whether wet-
lands are WOTUS under 
the CWA. The lower court 
referenced Justice Kenne-
dy’s “significant nexus” 
test of jurisdictional waters, 
as opposed to the late-
Justice Scalia’s “relatively 
permanent continuous surface flow” test.  

The Family Farm Alliance is part of an agricultural coali-
tion – led by the American Farm Bureau Federation - that 
submitted an amicus (“friend of the court”) brief to the court 
earlier this year.  

“Our brief generally explains how the uncertainty and 
broad scope of jurisdiction asserted by the agencies over the 
years have made it difficult for farmers to operate, that the 
agencies have failed to create a workable definition, and the 
need for SCOTUS to clearly define WOTUS,” said Norm 
Semanko (IDAHO), the Alliance’s General Counsel. “Our 
brief was intended to help push the Court in the right direction 
and hopefully get them to put appropriate guardrails on the 
agencies moving forward.”  

Others in the “ag” coalition include the American Sheep 
Industry Association, National Pork Producers Council, U.S. 
Poultry & Egg Association, The Fertilizer Institute, National 
Corn Growers Association, National Cotton Council, The 
National Council of Farmers Cooperatives, American Soy-
bean Association, United Egg Producers, American Sugar 
Alliance, USA Rice and National Association of Wheat 
Growers.  

Some of the initial media coverage of the oral arguments 
heard on October 3rd suggested that SCOTUS appears to be 
backing the Biden EPA. 

The Supreme Court  of the United States.  Credit: Fred Schilling, 
Collection of the Supreme Court of the United States. 
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would increase Northern California's reservoir water storage 
capacity by 15%, with the water to be shared between state's 
biggest water goals.  

"It serves farms, families, fish and fowl," Jerry Brown, the 
Sites Project Authority executive director, recently told KTVU
-2 TV (Oakland). “Those benefits would stretch from the 
northern Central Valley and the Bay Area, all the way to 
southern California.” 

 
Arkansas Valley Conduit (COLORADO) 
 
The Arkansas Valley Conduit, a water pipeline project that 

has been slow to start, will get $60 million from the latest 
round of federal funding from the Bipartisan Infrastructure 
Law.  This funding will continue the facilitation of supplying a 
safe, long-term water supply to an estimated 50,000 people in 

40 rural communities along the 
Arkansas River.  
     “Thanks to the Bipartisan 
Infrastructure Act, long-stalled 
projects like the Ark Valley 
Conduit are moving forward,” 
said U.S. Senator John Hick-
enlooper (D-COLORADO). 
Today, we’re bringing this 60-
year project over the finish 
line.”  
     Once complete the project 
will replace current groundwa-
ter sources contaminated with 
radionuclides and help commu-
nities comply with Environ-
mental Protection Act drinking 
water regulations through more 
than 230 miles of pipelines de-
signed to deliver up to about 

7,500 acre-feet per year from Pueblo Reservoir.  
 
DRWA Water System Feasibility Study (MONTANA) 
 
The Dry Redwater Regional Water Authority (DRWA) 

will receive $3 million to provide the authorized federal cost-
share for finishing its regional water system feasibility study.  

As planned, the system would pull 4,000 acre-feet of water 
a year from Fort Peck Reservoir near the North Fork of Rock 
Creek and treat the water at a newly constructed plant nearby. 
From the plant the water would be pumped through a web of 
about 1,350 miles of pipeline across a region stretching more 
than 100 miles east to west, from Sand Springs to Fairview in 
a region between the Yellowstone and Missouri rivers. 

“People out here need the water,” Mandy Nay, DRWA 
coordinator, told the Billings Gazette. 

 
Cle Elum Pool Raise (WASHINGTON) 
 
Reclamation will spend $5 million to increase the  water 

storage capacity in the Cle Elum Reservoir by an additional 
14,600 acre-feet to be managed for instream flows for fish.  

November 2022 

Interior Announces $210M for New Water Storage Projects in the West 
The Biden Administration’s Department of the Interior 

announced last month that they will distribute $210 million in 
funds from the bipartisan infrastructure law (BIL) from the 
$1.05 billion in the BIL designated for water storage and con-
veyance projects to build or expand water storage facilities in 
Arizona, California, Colorado, Montana, and Washington to 
counter impacts of persistent multi-year drought.  

“Our investment in these projects will increase water stor-
age capacity and lay conveyance pipeline to deliver reliable 
and safe drinking water and build resiliency for communities 
most impacted by drought,” said Bureau of Reclamation 
(Reclamation) Commissioner Camille Calimlim Touton.  

All told, the projects are expected to develop over 1.7 mil-
lion acre-feet of additional water storage capacity, enough 
water to support 6.8 million people for a year. The funding 
will also invest in two feasibility studies that could advance 
water storage capacity further 
once completed.   

The funding provided this 
year will be matched with 
local and state funds but is 
only a portion of the total fed-
eral funding required to con-
struct the projects. Project 
selections are further de-
scribed below.  
 
Verde River Sediment Miti-
gation Study (ARIZONA) 

 
Reclamation will provide 

$5 million to provide the fed-
eral cost share for conducting 
the Verde River Sedimenta-
tion feasibility study, which 
would identify alternatives to 
restore at least 46,000 acre-
feet of water storage lost due to accumulation of sediment at 
Horseshoe Reservoir. It would also determine a plan for fu-
ture management of sediment at Horseshoe and Bartlett Res-
ervoirs and investigate potential operational flexibilities creat-
ed with increased storage capacity to assist in mitigating im-
pacts of drought and climate change on water availability.  

The Salt River Project and the U.S. Bureau of Reclama-
tion started working on the study eighteen months ago, look-
ing at ways to bring more water to those living and moving to 
the Valley. An appraisal study was completed in 2021.  

 
California Storage Projects  
 
Included in this year’s funding is $137 million for three 

California projects: $25 million to raise the B.F. Sisk Dam 
and expand San Luis Reservoir near Los Banos, resulting in 
130,000 acre-feet of new capacity, $30 million for the pro-
posed Sites Reservoir west of Colusa in Sacramento County, 
and $82 million for the second phase of the Los Vaqueros 
Reservoir expansion in Contra Costa County. 

Sites Reservoir would utilize new and existing facilities to 
move water into and out of the reservoir, with ultimate release 
to the Sacramento River system via existing canals, a new 
pipeline near Dunnigan, and the Colusa Basin Drain.  It 

Reclamation will spend $5 million to increase storage at Lake 
Cle Elum (WASHINGTON). Photo source: USBR. 

Continued on Page 9 
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For the first component, eligible applicants may submit 
proposals for system conservation resulting in wet water re-
maining in Lake Mead at a set price of: 

 
· One-year agreement: $330 per acre-foot 
· Two-year agreement: $365 per acre-foot 
· Three-year agreement: $400 per acre-foot 
 
A second component of the program will accept proposals 

for additional water conservation and efficiency projects that 
could involve a variety of pricing options. 

The third component allows for proposals to be submitted 
in early 2023 for long-term system efficiency improvements 
that will result in multi-year system conservation. 

Information on the program and proposal submission de-
tails can be found on Reclamation’s IRA webpage. 

The Gila River Indian Community was the first Arizona 
water rights holder to publicly pursue the federal government's 
new offer of compensation to leave Colorado River water in 
Lake Mead. However, Yuma-area growers who have proposed 
$1,500 an acre-foot to forgo some irrigation are questioning 
Reclamation’s offer of $330 to $400 for multi-year deals. The 
Arizona Farm Bureau Federation’s vice president told The 
Arizona Republic it’s nowhere near enough to entice Yuma 
farmers. 

Meanwhile, Arizona Senator Mark Kelly last month called 
on federal officials to halt funding for California's Salton Sea 
project until the state gives up more of its Colorado River wa-
ter. 

"We are out of time," Senator Kelly said in his letter to 
Secretary of the Interior Deb Haaland. "The longer the Depart-
ment waits to press for an agreement in the Lower Basin, the 
more difficult this crisis will be to solve, leading only to 
tougher choices and litigation." 

 
Other States Eye IRA Drought Monies 
 
Although much of the focus of the $4 billion in IRA West-

ern Drought relief has been placed on the Colorado River, oth-
er areas of the West are also eying the funds.  

Managers and officials on the Rio Grande are hopeful that 
some of the drought dollars will reach their communities and 
bring attention to the challenges facing the Great River, where 
stretches of the river near Albuquerque (NEW MEXICO) went 
dry for the first time in 40 years last summer.  

South Texas cities like Brownsville, which rely on the Rio 
Grande as their only water source, are having to impose water 
restrictions on businesses and a one million people.  

Some New Mexico and Texas officials argue that the Rio 
Grande Basin has been unjustly overlooked.   

In the past, New Mexico has not received huge federal 
investments on Rio Grande challenges, but rather, "bits and 
pieces of things," said Mike Hamman, the state water engi-
neer. "But nothing like a major drought appropriation strictly 
from the federal government, to date." (Greenwire).  

U.S. Democrat Senators from Oregon - Ron Wyden and 
Jeff Merkley - last month pressed Reclamation to prioritize 
Oregon as the agency develops its plans for the drought relief 

November 2022 

New Lower Colo. River Basin System Conservation & Efficiency Program 
The Department of the Interior last month announced new 

drought mitigation funding opportunities to improve and pro-
tect the long-term sustainability of the Colorado River Sys-
tem. 

A newly created Lower Colorado River Basin System 
Conservation and Efficiency Program, funded with an initial 
allocation through the Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) and 
managed through the Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation), 
is intended to help increase water conservation, improve wa-
ter efficiency, and prevent the System’s reservoirs from fall-
ing to critically low elevations that would threaten water de-
liveries and power production. 

“The Lower Colorado River Basin System Conservation 
and Efficiency Program provides both new opportunities for 
system conservation and more durable long-term solutions for 
areas experiencing drought,” said Reclamation Commissioner 
Camille Calimlim Touton.  

The IRA includes $4 billion in funding specifically for 
water management and conservation efforts in the Colorado 
River Basin and other areas experiencing drought. 

The Family Farm Alliance last summer worked with 
Western Senators as the IRA was being negotiated, pushing 
for Western drought provisions that materialized in the form 
of $4 billion funding, prioritized for short-term Colorado Riv-
er demand reduction measures intended to prevent the reser-
voir levels behind Hoover Dam (Lake Mead) and Glen Can-
yon Dam (Lake Powell) from crashing.  

Many believe the burden for meeting these short-term 
measures will fall on agricultural water users with senior 
rights near Yuma and in the Imperial Valley. Family Farm 
Alliance members in those areas want to ensure that the full 
spectrum of impacts – not just direct impacts, but also impacts 
to national security, food supply, rural communities, the Sal-
ton Sea, and third-party stakeholders – are properly assessed.   

“Agriculture cannot be decimated by short-term 
measures,” said Alliance Executive Director Dan Keppen. 
“We need to find ways to keep the agricultural infrastructure 
working when the water comes back. This short-term emer-
gency will require long-term mitigation. In the meantime, 
long-term solutions need to be kick-started in parallel with the 
emergency short-term plan.”  

Last month’s announcement focused on near-term actions 
to protect the Colorado River in the Lower Basin. The Depart-
ment is also working to invest in long-term system efficiency 
improvements across the Basin, including at least $500 mil-
lion in the Upper Basin states of Colorado, Utah, Wyoming 
and New Mexico, that will result in additional water conser-
vation for the entire system. 

 
New Program Details 
 
The newly created Lower Colorado River Basin System 

Conservation and Efficiency Program will select projects for 
funding by Colorado River water delivery contract or entitle-
ment holders that mitigate drought, protect important natural 
resources, and ensure a reliable source of water and power for 
those who live in communities across the West.   

The program funding opportunity has three components. 
Two of the three components are open for proposal submis-
sions from Oct. 12 to Nov. 21, 2022 and require confirmation 
of water conservation and system benefits. 

Continued on Page 9 
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tional alternatives and measures needed to address the likeli-
hood of continued low-runoff conditions across the Basin.   

“Today’s action brings new ideas and necessary measures 
to the table as we consider alternatives to revise operations to 
better protect Colorado River System in the near term while 
we also continue to develop long-term, sustainable plans that 
reflect the climate-driven realities facing the Colorado River 
Basin,” said Reclamation Commissioner Touton.  

Reclamation’s “Notice of Intent” outlines that, in order to 
ensure that Glen Canyon Dam continues to operate under its 
intended design, Reclamation may need to modify current op-
erations and reduce Glen Canyon Dam downstream releases. 
This will impact downstream riparian areas and reservoir ele-
vations at Lake Mead.  

In order to protect Hoover Dam operations, system integri-
ty, and public health and safety, Reclamation may need to also 
modify current operations and reduce Hoover Dam down-
stream releases.  

November 2022 

Inflation Reduction Act Drought Funds (Cont’d from Page 7) 
resources that Congress recently provided in the BIL and the 
IRA.  

"[W]e write to strongly urge the Bureau of Reclamation to 
provide critical funding to areas in Oregon that have been 
devastated by the historic, multi-year, extreme drought condi-
tions," the senators wrote to Reclamation Commissioner Ca-
mille Touton. "As you saw first-hand this summer while visit-
ing the Klamath Basin, the drought has been devastating to 
Oregon communities.. . . Your agency is now primed with 
new funding and beneficial tools that can help Oregonians 
struggling against drought...”  
 
BOR to Propose New Colo. River Operating Guidelines  

 
Reclamation on October 28 announced that it would initi-

ate an expedited, supplemental process to revise the current 
interim operating guidelines for the operation of Glen Canyon 
and Hoover Dams in 2023 and 2024 in order to provide addi-

"This project is an important component of the Yakima 
Basin Integrated Plan, which will help the ecosystem and 
economy to be resilient to climate change in the future," said 
Urban Eberhart, Secretary Manager, Kittitas Reclamation 
District, and a member of the Family Farm Alliance Advisory 
Committee. 

Additional efforts include shoreline protection that will 
provide mitigation for the pool raise.  

 
BIL Update Planned  
 
The BIL allocates $8.3 billion for Reclamation water in-

frastructure projects over the next five years to advance 
drought resilience and expand access to clean water for fami-

lies, farmers, and wildlife. The investment will repair aging 
water delivery systems, secure dams, and complete rural wa-
ter projects, and protect aquatic ecosystems.  

The Family Farm Alliance was one of five organizations 
on the steering committee that led a coalition of over 230 wa-
ter, agricultural and urban organizations that proposed and 
advocated for this funding as the Infrastructure Investment 
and Jobs Act advanced through Congress last year and was 
signed into law by President Biden in November 2021. 

Reclamation will be providing an update on its implemen-
tation of the BIL for Tribes and stakeholders on November 
10, 2022. To learn more about implementation of the Biparti-
san Infrastructure Law or view this and other recorded ses-
sions please visit www.usbr.gov/bil. 

BIL Storage Projects Announced (Cont’d from Page 7) 

The Irrigation Show and Education Week is 
the largest show solely focused on irrigation. 
In 2022, the exhibit hall will feature hundreds 
of exhibitors, the 20th anniversary of the new 
product contest, a special area for tech 
startups, live presentations and a Craft Brew-
fest. For education, IA University returns to 
offer the core curriculum for irrigation profes-
sionals. Other 2022 features include a selec-
tion of seminars and presentations on today’s 
trends and best practices, the return of the 
General Session, and numerous unique social 
and networking opportunities.  
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Rubio. “Florida, its residents, and local governments need im-
mediate assistance to begin the long road to recovery.” 

Separately, House Natural Resources Chair Raúl Grijalva 
(D-AZ) is requesting disaster help for Puerto Rico in the wake 
of Hurricane Fiona. 

The House passed their version of the National Defense 
Authorization Act (NDAA) in July, but the Senate will not 
move their version until the lame duck session, with a confer-
ence to negotiate differences between the two bills after that.  

It remains to be seen if Sen. Joe Manchin (D-WV) will try 
to attach his permitting reform language to the NDAA.  

The Senate NDAA debate may touch on several hot-button 
policy areas, including climate change and electric vehicles for 
the military, critical mineral extraction, and Russian energy 
sanctions.  

“With over 900 amendments filed in the Senate, much 
work is still needed to ensure passage before the end of the 
year,” said Mark Limbaugh with The Ferguson Group, the 
Family Farm Alliance’s voice in Washington. 

November 2022 

Congress to Return to D.C. After Midterm Elections 
When Congress returns to Washington for the lame duck 

session after the midterm elections next week, lawmakers are 
expected to consider billions of additional dollars in disaster 
spending requests due to several weather-related disasters in 
recent months.  

Along with the National Defense Authorization Act 
(NDAA), Congress must deal with several other must-pass 
legislation in the lame duck, including an omnibus FY 2023 
appropriations bill.  

Congress passed a temporary continuing resolution (CR) 
in September to fund the government past the end of the fiscal 
year through December 16.  

The CR included $18.8 billion in hurricane relief for FE-
MA to tap into now, but Sen. Marco Rubio (R-FL) recently 
released his request for $33 billion in additional aid to Florida 
after Hurricane Ian devastated that state.  

“Hurricane Ian made landfall near Cayo Costa, Florida as 
a Category 4 major hurricane on September 28, 2022, result-
ing in catastrophic damage throughout the state,” said Senator 

Democratic Congressmen from Arizona Ruben Gallego 
and Raúl Grijalva last month introduced the “Domestic Water 
Protection Act of 2022” (H.R. 9194), which would impose an 
excise tax on the sale of a “water-intensive” crop.  

The tax is 300% of the price for which the crop is sold and 
is paid by the manufacturer, producer, or importer of the crop.  

The bill defines water-intensive crop as a crop grown in 
an area experiencing prolonged drought (i.e., an area experi-
encing severe, extreme, or ex-
ceptional drought lasting more 
than six months) at the time 
such crop is grown, and by a 
manufacturer, producer, or im-
porter that is a foreign corpora-
tion or foreign government. 

H.R. 9194 is aimed at Saudi 
Arabia's largest dairy company 
and its subsidiary Fondomonte, which grows alfalfa in west-
ern Arizona for export. Fondomonte leases the farmland from 
the state of Arizona for $86,000 annually but does not pay for 
the water.  

"While Arizona experiences the driest conditions in centu-
ries, our water is being given away in a sweetheart deal with 
Saudi Arabia,” Gallego said in a statement. 

The issue may not be so black and white.  
There are many other producers of alfalfa besides Fondo-

monte in Arizona, and many of them have alfalfa export con-
tracts. Some export directly to countries like Japan and others 
do so through various export hay brokers in California. There 
are also growers who sell hay directly to Fondomonte for ex-
port, since Fondomonte provides a market for other growers 
in Arizona.  

Some fear that other growers could be hurt by this bill, 

even if it is unintentional. 
“H.R. 9194 may be targeted at Fondomonte and ground-

water use, but it is bad news, and we oppose it,” said Elston 
Grubaugh, Manager-Secretary for Wellton-Mohawk Irrigation 
and Drainage District. “Also, the bill sets a very bad prece-
dent. What’s next? Placing a heavy excise tax on Arizona 
cotton? Or durum wheat, much of which is exported? Or cat-
tle? Or dairy?” 

Farming advocates wonder why only 
agriculture is being talked about, 
since water also goes into many other 
products that are exported to other 
countries.  
America’s 5 biggest export products 
by value in 2021 include electronic 
integrated circuits. U.S. semiconduc-
tor manufacturing has long been es-

tablished in Arizona, and the state has more than 200 produc-
tion facilities in addition to Intel and the new TSMC plant.  

It takes a lot of water to run a plant that manufactures 
electronic integrated circuits. Between 8-10 gallons of water 
are needed to make a single computer chip; roughly 5,300 
gallons are needed to produce one computer.  

That may not sound like much, it adds up to a large and 
growing demand of water when you start counting computers.  

“It’s difficult to determine exactly how much Colorado 
River water is going to support chip manufacturing in the 
Southwest, but the volume is not insignificant,” said Family 
Farm Alliance Executive Director Dan Keppen. “What is dis-
turbing is that no one seems to be decrying the ‘export’ of 
Colorado River water to other countries via these products. 
Regardless of whether cars, computer chips, or alfalfa are sold 
to another country, water is required to produce all of them.” 

New Bill Would Impose Water Tax on Exported Crops 

“The bill sets a very bad precedent. What’s 
next? Placing a heavy excise tax on Arizona cot-
ton? Or durum wheat, much of which is export-

ed? Or cattle? Or dairy?” 
 

Elston Grubaugh 
Wellton-Mohawk Irrigation & Drainage District 
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Administration, the Family Farm Alliance has worked with 
other Western landowner groups and Members of Congress to 
monitor and seek to influence the development of the Admin-
istration’s “Conserving and Restoring America the Beautiful” 
initiative, which seeks to “conserve” 30% of the nation’s lands 
and waters by the year 2030. 

The Western Caucus members cited U.S. Geological Sur-
vey’s data that shows over 30% of federal lands already have 
permanent protection from conversion, along with a mandated 
management plan to maintain a primarily nature state. 

It has been one year since Western GOP members in the 
House and the Senate released their Western Conservation 
Principles, an alternative proposal to the Biden Administra-
tion’s initiative. This proposal emphasized regulatory reform, 
such as changes to the National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA) and the Endangered Species Act (ESA), as well as 
renewed support for extractive industries.  

“We were pleased to see that the Congressional Water 
Caucus report specifically promoted the protection of Western 
water infrastructure, a recommendation we provided to the 
authors of this report,” said Alliance Executive Director Dan 
Keppen. “However, we’ve also been engaged in efforts led by 
Western Landowners Alliance, and others, working with the 
Biden Administration to better understand the intent of this 
initiative, and working to ensure that the concerns of local 
landowner and water right holders are addressed.” 

November 2022 

Western GOP Renews Call for Details of Biden 30x30 Initiative  
The Senate Western Caucus and Congressional Western 

Caucus have requested an update on the Biden administra-
tion’s 30x30 plan, calling the America the Beautiful initiative 
“thoughtless.” 

Congressional Caucus Chairman Dan Newhouse (R-
WASHINGTON) and Senate Western Caucus Chairman Ste-
ve Daines (R-MONTANA) sent a letter to U.S. Department of 
the Interior Secretary Deb Haaland renewing their request for 
details on the Biden Administration’s “30 by 30” initiative, or 
“America the Beautiful.”  

“As we have warned in the past, the lack of information 
and transparency leads many Westerners to fear the ‘America 
the Beautiful’ initiative is at best, a thoughtless approach to 
conservation, and at worst, a top-down land-grab,” wrote the 
Chairmen. 

The letter was sent on the one-year anniversary of the 
Congressional and Senate Western Caucuses releasing their 
alternative proposal, the Western Conservation Principles.  

The Western Caucus report offers an alternative approach 
to the 30x30 plan, which the authors say is a “outcome-based 
approach and relies upon objective land health standards to be 
achieved through leveraging existing tools, resources, and 
partnerships and the collaboration of a diverse set of stake-
holders.”  

Throughout the transition and first two years of the Biden 

The California Supreme Court has denied a petition sup-
ported by the Family Farm Alliance and other agricultural 
interests to prevent four bumblebee species from being classi-
fied as fish under the California Endangered Species Act 
(CESA).  

The Court’s decision to allow bumblebees and other in-
sects to be considered for protection under CESA leaves sev-
eral questions for the future. The decision does not immedi-
ately mean that the four bumblebee species are protected un-
der CESA. It means that the California Fish and Game Com-
mission has the authority to do so.  

The Alliance in August put forward a letter to the Califor-
nia Supreme Court in support of a petition for review submit-
ted by agricultural interests in a California Endangered Spe-
cies Act (CESA) case with very significant ramifications.  

“I am grateful for the amicus support,” said Mr. Weiland. 
“For the farming community, this issue of  insect listings will 
continue to be consequential in California.” 

Nossaman Law Firm represented a broad array of farming 
interests in the matter, including California Farm Bureau, 
Almond Alliance, and Western Growers.  At issue is whether 
CESA extends to insects such as bumble bees.  

“Until recently, it was widely understood that CESA does 
not extend to insects,” said Mr. Weiland.   

Nossaman prevailed in trial court but lost in the court of 
appeal.  

The purpose of the Alliance’s amicus letter was to urge 

the Supreme Court to take the case.  
Alliance General Counsel Norm Semanko developed a 

two-page letter that was filed with the court last month.  
Petitioners to list the bee went out of their way to go after 

the farming community in the petition. The Alliance letter 
emphasizes the challenges faced by rural California commu-
nities in the Central Valley and elsewhere that depend on 
farming and that are critical to the nation’s food security.   

“As documented in the petition, the opinion will have par-
ticularly harsh impacts on the agricultural community in Cali-
fornia - those who grow crops to provide food and fiber to the 
nation,” said Mr. Semanko. “The adverse impacts on food 
security are particularly troubling to the Alliance and merit 
granting of the petition by the Supreme Court.” 

 A statement by Chief Justice Tani Cantil-Sakauye sug-
gests the law could be reworded by the Legislature to clear up 
any ambiguities. Justices Carol Corrigan and Joshua Grobans 
also concurred with the statement. 

“The Chief Justice’s issuance of the statement was ex-
traordinary,” said Mr. Weiland. Mr. Weiland and others close 
to this case do not yet have a good sense of whether the Cali-
fornia farming community is looking to the State Legislature 
for answers.   

“It will take a while before the implications become clear, 
and that may lead to complacency when people have some 
many other front burner pressures,” said Mr. Weiland. “It is a 
difficult situation.” 

California Bumblebee Decision Raises Questions for the Future 
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create plans for “climate ready fisheries” to manage the na-
tion’s fish stocks. The language would amend the Magnuson-
Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act (MSA), a 
1976 law that sets rules for fishing in all federal waters.  

“We know that the MSA has worked well, but new ap-
proaches are needed in this era of climate change, new tech-
nologies, evolving science needs, and increasing ocean use,” 
said Rep. Huffman. “Through our stakeholder-driven, science-
based approach, we have crafted legislation that rises to the 
challenges of the 21st Century and includes critical updates to 
this landmark law.” 

While reauthorization has historically been bipartisan and 
the product of numerous hearings, Committee Republicans 
claim the current reauthorization legislation is partisan and 
“would undermine the law and harm our commercial and rec-
reational fisheries”.  

The bill passed through committee amid opposition from 
key U.S. seafood groups, including the National Fisheries In-
stitute, which said the proposed legislation didn’t take into 
account the industry’s specific concerns. 

“During a legislative hearing on H.R. 4690 held last No-
vember, detailed testimony was presented by expert witnesses 
about sections of H.R. 4690 that raise alarms for fishery man-
agers and participants,” a letter from several industry groups 
states. “Unfortunately, those detailed and specific concerns 
appear to have been ignored.” 

The House took up the bill on the floor but postponed final 
votes on the legislation until they return in November. 

November 2022 

Biden Administration Announce 20+ Agency Climate Progress Reports 

The Biden Administration last month announced the re-
lease of more than 20 agencies’ annual reports showing how 
they are addressing climate risks and vulnerabilities. The up-
dates show agencies’ progress on the climate adaptation plans 
they released last October, including reports from the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency (EPA), the Department of the 
Interior, the Energy Department, and the Treasury, to name a 
few.  

“The reports released today show significant progress 
made by agencies to bolster adaptation and increase resilience 
to climate impacts,” the White House said in a statement. 

According to the Administration, more frequent and se-
vere weather events, including droughts, extreme heat, wild-
fires, floods, and hurricanes, create mounting climate-related 
damages nationwide, including more than $145 billion in 
damages across the U.S. last year.  

The Administration highlights the fact that both the Infla-
tion Reduction Act (IRA) and the Bipartisan Infrastructure 
Law (BIL) include $50 billion in investments to protect 
American infrastructure against catastrophic wildfires, heat, 
and floods, and $4.5 billion for drought preparedness. 

On Capitol Hill, the House Natural Resources Committee 
last month approved a bill overhauling the nation’s premier 
fishing law to include a climate-related requirement for the 
first time.  

On a party-line vote, the Committee advanced H.R. 4690, 
the “Sustaining America’s Fisheries for the Future Act,” from 
Rep. Jared Huffman (D-CALIFORNIA), to require NOAA to 

The Fish and 
Wildlife Service 
has proposed En-
dangered Species 
Act (ESA) protec-
tions for the San 
Francisco Bay-
Delta (California) 
distinct population 
of the longfin 
smelt.  

An ESA listing 
of the fish, which 
needs freshwater 
flows to survive, 
could make the 
battle for agricul-
tural and municipal 
water supply from 
the Sacramento-
San Joaquin River 
Delta upstream of the Bay-Delta even worse, fallowing more 

farm fields in the 
Central Valley and 
putting pressure on 
water supplies from 
the Colorado River 
and other sources 
in Southern Cali-
fornia.  
     A similar ESA 
listing proposed for 
the small fish was 
rejected by both 
Obama and Trump 
Administrations, 
but Biden Admin-
istration officials 
say the population 
has declined by 
three to four orders 
of magnitude from 
the previously pro-

posed listings.  

FWS Proposes ESA Protections for Longfin Smelt in California 

Plus - House Committee Approves Bill to Add Climate Change to Fisheries Law 

The San Francisco Bay-Delta Longfin Smelt.  
Photo courtesy of U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service  
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Companion legislation, introduced by Senators Steve 
Daines (R-MONTANA) and Dianne Feinstein (D-
CALIFORNIA), was unanimously reported out of the Senate 
Environment and Natural Resources Subcommittee on Public 
Lands, Forests, and Mining last June. 

Patrick O’Toole, the President of the Board for the Family 
Farm Alliance, testified before the Senate Committee on Ener-
gy and Natural Resources on September 29 to discuss another 
pending forest bill, the Promoting Effective Forest Manage-
ment Act of 2022, which was introduced by U.S. Sens. Joe 
Manchin (D-WV) and John Barrasso (R-WY).  

The Senate legislation seeks to reduce catastrophic wildfire 
risk and improve forest health with provisions that direct the 
Forestry Service and Bureau of Land Management to prioritize 
accomplishments over rhetoric. The legislation would also 
require agencies to use at least one existing streamlined au-
thority for environmental review on a forest management pro-
ject within the next three years and to incentivize employees to 
become more engrained in their communities. 

It also promotes the use of grazing as a tool for preventing 
wildfire. 

”This bill is about implementation,” Mr. O’Toole said. 
“That’s why it is so critically important. I am encouraged that 
it reflects the concerns of the men and women on the ground 
regarding the urgency of implementing forest restoration and 
management.” 

November 2022 

Reps. Newhouse, Peters Introduce Root & Stem Act 

Reps. Dan Newhouse (R-WASHINGTON)) and Scott 
Peters (D-CALIFORNIA) introduced the Root & Stem Act, 
which provides the U.S. Forest Service and Bureau of Land 
Management with a clear statutory tool to treat forests more 
efficiently and empower collaborative processes through 
“Root & Stem” projects. 

“I have seen firsthand how these collaborative projects 
can benefit both local economies and the environment,” said 
Rep. Newhouse. “By encouraging ‘Root & Stem’ projects, we 
can ensure more effective stewardship of our resources and 
desperately needed management of our forests.”  

By authorizing the U.S. Forest Service and Bureau of 
Land Management to propose and enter collaborative stew-
ardship contracts and agreements, this legislation will allow 
the agencies to accomplish more hazardous fuels reduction 
and empower the agencies to engage with state, local, and 
tribal partners to ensure forest management projects compli-
ment ongoing conservation efforts, benefit communities, and 
protect local ecosystems. 

"The Root and Stem bill will accelerate forest manage-
ment projects that are smart and rooted in science to protect 
our ecosystems and climate," said Rep. Peters. "As 
we combat the increasing risks of wildfires and drought due 
to climate change, bipartisan action to protect our forests and 
public lands will be more critical than ever." 

Pat O’Toole, representing the Family Farm Alliance, 
spoke to opinion leaders meeting at the prestigious Aspen-
Nicholas Water Forum – “Water and Disasters—Risk, Resili-
ence and Adaptation” – last month in Aspen (COLORADO).  

This forum, convened annually by the Aspen Institute’s 
Energy and Environment Program and Duke University’s 
Nicholas Institute for Environmental Policy Solutions, serves 
as a platform for addressing domestic water challenges in the 
21st century.  

Mr. O’Toole reminded those attending to think about food 
production and its importance to the American economy 
when considering water policy. 

“It was the positive trade balance of exports of agricultural 
products which kept the United States out of a recession in 
2008-2009,” Mr. O’Toole told forum participants. “Today, 
the country is looking at another recession, and has become a 
net importer of food.” 

Alliance Represented at Prestigious Aspen-Nicholas Water Forum 

Bill empowers federal agencies to treat forests through a collaborative process 

RIGHT—Bureau of Reclamation Commissioner Camille 
Calimlim Touton and Family Farm Alliance President 
Patrick O’Toole at the Aspen-Nicholas Water Forum in 
Colorado last month. Photo courtesy of Sharon O’Toole. 
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DONOR SUPPORT 
Make your tax-deductible gift to the Alliance today!  Grassroots membership is 

vital to our organization. Thank you in advance for your loyal support.  
 

If you have questions, please call our fundraising coordinator, Jane Townsend,  
at (916)206-7186 OR EMAIL jane@familyfarmalliance.org 

OR EMAIL jane@familyfarmalliance.org 

Contributions can also be mailed directly to: 
Family Farm Alliance 
P.O. Box 1705 
Clearlake Oaks, CA 95423   

Protecting Water for Western Irrigated Agriculture  


