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STORIES INSIDE………

Keppen to Step Down as Alliance Director after 20 Years of Service  

     Since that time, his 
primary client has been 
the Alliance, for whom 
he has served as execu-
tive director under con-
tract.  
     “The Alliance has 
received most of my 
attention for nearly 20 
years, but I’ve also 
worked for other clients 
throughout the West,” 
Keppen said. “I will 
continue to provide 
communications, policy 
and technical consult-
ing on Western water 
issues, although I hope 
to ramp down the time 
commitments a bit and 
spend more time with 

my family.”  
During Keppen’s tenure at the Alliance, the organization 

testified 99 times before Congressional committees. Keppen 
and the late Patrick O’Toole – who served as president of the 
Alliance for nearly 19 years before his passing last  
February – represented the Alliance at half of those hearings.  

Continued on Page 5 

The Family 
Farm Alliance 
board of directors 
has announced 
that it has initiated 
a nationwide 
search for a new 
executive director. 
Dan Keppen 
(OREGON), who 
has served as the 
organization’s 
executive director 
since March 2005, 
intends to step 
down from his 
current position at 
the Alliance’s 
October 2025 
annual meeting in 
Reno (NEVADA). 

“This is the best organization I’ve ever worked for,” said 
Keppen. “In March 2025, I’ll turn 60, which marks the 20th 
anniversary of serving as executive director for the Alliance. 
Next year seems like a logical, symbolic time to hand the 
reins over to someone else. Plus, the Alliance’s financial 
position has never been stronger.”   

He has served as president of his own water policy con-
sulting firm, Dan Keppen & Associates, Inc. since 2005.       

Protecting Water for Western Irrigated Agriculture  

Dan Keppen testifying at his first Congressional hearing as a representative 
of the Family Farm Alliance, April 2005. Since that time, Alliance represent-
atives have been asked to testify before Congressional committees 99 times.  

National Search for New Executive Director to be Launched Later This Month  
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energy infrastructure, creating new jobs, and building prosperi-
ty in rural communities.” 

The roundtable discussion in Tempe provided an oppor-
tunity for Mr. Orme and lo-
cal stakeholders to share 
with the Secretary their 
firsthand experiences with 
the devastating impacts of 
extreme heat, wildfire, long-
term drought and water scar-
city.  
     “The Family Farm Alli-
ance has been working to 
increase funding for critical 
USDA programs and having 
discussions about how to 
ensure its programs work for 
farmers and ranchers on the 
ground,” Mr. Orme told Sec-
retary Vilsack at the 
roundtable discussion. “So 
many of these discussions 
were encapsulated in the 
Biden-Harris Administra-
tion’s Western Water and 
Working Lands Framework 

and we are committed to remain engaged to expand how to 
apply the important principles in that action plan.” 

Mr. Orme also expressed appreciation for the USDA Natu-
ral Resources Conservation Service’s work over a 6-year peri-
od to establish a 900-acre Agricultural Conservation Easement 
(ACE) on Orme Ranch in Central Arizona. 

“This will keep the land in agricultural production in per-
petuity,” Mr. Orme told the secretary. “These ACEs are critical 
tools that help protect productive farm and ranch lands."  

Mr. Orme concluded his remarks by emphasizing that, now 
more than ever, it is essential that we protect American agri-
culture and build a climate resilient food supply chain.  

“Of course, in the West that means ensuring we can keep 
water on the landscape,” he said.  

October 2024 

Family Farm Alliance President Paul Orme joined Phoe-
nix Mayor Kate Gallego and other local stakeholders last 
month at Salt River Project headquarters for a meeting with 
U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vilsack.  

“Thank you for the invi-
tation to participate in to-
day’s panel and for your 
continued engagement on 
these critical water and 
drought resilience issues,” 
Mr. Orme said in his re-
marks. “Water supply, 
drought resilience, and forest 
health are certainly issues 
that we think about and work 
on every day.” 

Secretary Vilsack was in 
Arizona to highlight U.S. 
Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) investments that 
protect communities and 
natural resources from wild-
fire and drought, expand 
access to clean energy and 
create jobs, and build strong-
er, more resilient communi-
ties. 

“This morning, with community leaders in Tempe, we 
discussed @POTUS and @USDA’s historic investments in 
innovative solutions to help Arizona communities reduce 
wildfire risk and adapt in the face of drought and other unique 
challenges related to our changing climate,” Secretary Vilsack 
yesterday tweeted on the social platform X. 

During the roundtable, the Secretary highlighted several 
investments made to increase wildfire resilience and water 
savings in Western states, including Arizona. 

“We are investing historic resources in innovative solu-
tions to help Arizona communities reduce wildfire risk and 
adapt in the face of drought,” said Secretary Vilsack. “At the 
same time, we are looking to the future by investing in clean 

Alliance President Meets with Secretary Vilsack 
Water supply, drought resilience and forest health discussed 

Alliance President Paul Orme delivering the Western water mes-
sage to USDA Secretary Vilsack.  Photo courtesy of  USDA. 

DONOR SUPPORT 
Make your tax-deductible gift to the Alliance today!  Grassroots membership is 

vital to our organization. Thank you in advance for your loyal support.  
If you have questions, please call our fundraising coordinator, Jane Townsend,  

at (916)206-7186 OR EMAIL jane@familyfarmalliance.org 

Contributions can also be mailed directly to: 
Family Farm Alliance 
P.O. Box 1705 
Clearlake Oaks, CA 95423   
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“The TFG staff – especially scheduler Tina Dykstra- de-
serve a shout-out for the incredible itinerary they developed 
and professional approach they employed in setting up this 

year’s trip,” said Alliance Execu-
tive Director Dan Keppen. “They 
are the best in the business, and 
we’re blessed to have them work-
ing on our behalf.”    
 
Another Continuing Resolution 
 
     On Day 2 of this year’s farmer 
lobbyist trip, the House voted on 
the Continuing Appropriations and 
Extensions Act, 2025 (H.R. 9747) 
by a vote of 341-82, and the Sen-
ate followed suit, voting on the 
legislation that evening 78-18.  
     House Speaker Mike Johnson 
(R-LA) originally introduced a  
six-month CR with the SAVE Act, 
which would require individuals to 
provide documentary proof of U.S. 
citizenship in order to register to 
vote in federal elections. However, 
the approach failed after 14 mem-
bers from his own party voted 
against the measure, prompting the 
Speaker to put forth a “narrow, 
bare-bones CR.” 
     "The best play under the cir-
cumstances was the CR with the 
SAVE Act," Speaker Johnson said 
ahead of the vote. "But we came a 

little short of the goal line, so we have to go with the last avail-
able play." 

Following the vote, lawmakers left town for month-long 
October recess and will return after the general election with 
just 20 legislative days to pass a long-term solution to govern-
ment funding.  

President Biden signed the legislation into law well ahead 
of the October 1 shutdown deadline. 

 
Senate ENR Markup Cancelled 
 
Following the vote, lawmakers bolted out of town to go on 

a month-long October recess, and will return after the general 
election with just 20 legislative days to pass a long-term solu-
tion to government funding. Committee hearings scheduled for 
Thursday were cancelled, as Hurricane Helene began to veer 
north out of the Gulf of Mexico towards Florida and the south-
east, sparking fears that bad weather would complicate air 

October 2024 

Farmer Lobbyists Catch Congress Before Recess 

Thirty “farmer lobbyists” from 7 Western states managed 
to squeeze in 44 meetings in just over two days, catching 
Members of Congress before they passed a short-term contin-
uing resolution (CR) on Septem-
ber 25 to prevent a looming gov-
ernment shutdown. Committee 
hearings scheduled for the fol-
lowing day were cancelled, as 
Hurricane Helene began to veer 
north out of the Gulf of Mexico 
towards Florida and the south-
east, sparking fears that bad 
weather would complicate air 
travel out of DC later in the 
week. 

The Family Farm Alliance's 
annual Farmer Lobbyist trip is 
one of the organization’s  
"cornerstone" programs that 
brings family farmers and water 
professionals to Washington, 
D.C. to meet with legislators and 
Administration policy leaders on 
critical water issues. The largest 
group of Alliance members ever 
to participate in the yearly D.C. 
fly-in walked the halls of Con-
gress and downtown Washing-
ton, D.C., meeting with Biden 
Administration officials, Mem-
bers of Congress, and Congres-
sional staffers as part of the 
2024 Farmer Lobbyist trip.  

“I believe our group made a 
good impression and provided good input to the decision 
makers who can positively affect preserving and enhancing 
water for Western ag,” said Nate Eckloff, who represents Ne-
braska agriculture on the Alliance board of directors. 

 
Capitol Hill Reception 
 
The highlight of the week for many was a late afternoon 

reception that took place on the balcony of House Speaker 
Johnson’s office in the Capitol building. While Speaker John-
son did not make an appearance, some other influential House 
Republicans did, including Natural Resources Committee 
Chairman Bruce Westerman (R-Ark.), Agriculture Committee 
Chairman GT Thompson (R-Penn.), staff members from both 
committees, and Rep. David Valadao (R-CALIFORNIA). 

Earlier in the day, the House passed Rep. Westerman’s 
“Fix our Forests Act” with bipartisan support (see related 
story, Page 13). 

Mark Limbaugh, Lane Dickson and Chris Griffin of The 
Ferguson Group (TFG) guided various groups of farmer lob-
byists as they crisscrossed Capitol Hill and met with federal 
agency leaders in downtown Washington, D.C.  

 Short-term C.R. Passed, Still no Farm Bill 

Continued on Page 4 

House Natural Resources Committee Chairman Bruce 
Westerman (center) discusses the “Fix our Forests Act” 

with Alliance director Mark Hansen (right) and Advisory 
Committee member Jeff Payne (left) on the balcony of 
House Speaker Mike Johnson’s office in the Capitol.  

Photo courtesy of  Urban Eberhart  
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GA), the Ranking Member of the House Agriculture Commit-
tee, listed a deal on the $1.5 trillion bill as a top priority in the 
lame-duck session, while House Democratic and Republican 
coalitions wrote letters pressing leadership to prioritize it. 
Democrat and Republican leaders of both the House and Sen-
ate agriculture committees met on September 26 to discuss 
potential next steps. 

In a letter to Speaker Mike Johnson (R-La.) and other GOP 
leaders, the lawmakers — including Agriculture Chair Thomp-
son — said farmers “do not have the luxury of waiting” until 
next year for enactment of the bill, given growing economic 
challenges. 

Chairman Thompson told The Hill that getting a deal in the 
lame-duck session isn’t “highly likely, but I’m an eternal opti-
mist, and I’m going to work hard every day to make that hap-
pen.” 

October 2024 

Congress Passes Short-Term C.R. (Cont’d from Pg. 3)  
travel out of DC later in the week.  

The Senate Energy and Natural Resources (ENR) Com-
mittee cancelled a markup it had planned for September 26, 
which had over 70 land and water bills on the docket, includ-
ing several of interest to the Alliance. Several of these marked 
up bills were the considered earlier in the month by the ENR 
Water and Power Subcommittee (see related story, Page 6). 

“The markup by the full committee will be rescheduled 
when Congress returns from the election recess in early No-
vember,” said Mr. Limbaugh.  

 
Pressure for Farm Bill Deal Grows  
 
The farm bill – which historically has passed about every 

five years - expired at the end of last month, after already 
being extended an extra year in 2023. Rep. David Scott (D-

With Hurricane Helene impacting weather across 
the mid-Atlantic seaboard, the Capitol emptied out 

once Congress passed the CR (above). Idaho farmer 
lobbyists walk the halls on their way to meet with 

their Congressional delegation (above R). A couple 
of cowboy lobbyists review the Mall from the balco-
ny of the House Speaker’s office.  Photos courtesy 

of  Urban Eberhart and Dan Keppen.  

“Agriculture in the West will not exist without passing sound legislation and developing reasonable policy around water 
management. The only way for this to occur is through exceptional leadership. The Family Farm Alliance did this by bring-

ing seven states together as a unified voice to help ensure a sustainable future for agriculture in the West.” 
 

Brooke White, Executive Director Central Valley Project Waters Users and 2024 Farmer Lobbyist 
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 “The USDA must implement the EQIP water management 
entity provision that allowed the NRCS to enter contracts with 
entities such as irrigation districts, ditch companies, and 
groundwater management districts to implement voluntary 
regional-scale water conservation and efficiency improve-
ments,” the letter reads. “Despite this authorization, NRCS has 
not widely utilized this new authority within western states, 
partly due to limited NRCS guidance on how best to imple-

ment these provisions in line 
with the statute and limited 
financial and technical re-
sources.”  
The Family Farm Alliance – 
working with the Western Agri-

culture and Conservation Coalition (WACC)  - successfully 
advocated for the provision that allows irrigation districts to 
contract with NRCS on EQIP in the last farm bill.  

The August 7 letter also recommends modernizing PL-566 
to meet increasing demands and unique western water chal-
lenges, which aligns with similar advocacy advanced by the 
Alliance and the WACC.  

“We heard the problems and complications loud and clear - 
it’s now time to focus on solutions,” said Senator Marshall. 

October 2024 

Western Senators Advance Drought Mitigation Recommendations 
On August 7, Senators Michael Bennet (D-COLORADO) 

and Roger Marshall (R-KANSAS) wrote a letter asking Sec-
retary of Agriculture Tom Vilsack to adapt the USDA’s 
drought mitigation programs to provide sufficient resources to 
Western farmers and ranchers.  

The letter included testimony and recommendations from 
producers, water managers, and state officials gathered at a 
field hearing held in Burlington, Colorado in June.  

“Colorado and Kansas 
producers told us they cannot 
survive the current levels of 
drought unless we make seri-
ous changes to how we ad-
dress it,” said Senator Bennet. 
“Their field hearing testimonies were invaluable, and now we 
need the assistance from our USDA programs and upcoming 
Farm Bill to reflect the unique challenges they are facing.” 

The letter outlines recommendations for the Conservation 
Reserve Program, the Environmental Quality Incentives Pro-
gram (EQIP), the Watershed and Flood Prevention Program 
(PL-566), research and data, and scaling voluntary water con-
servation programs. 

All of these programs are administered by USDA’s Natu-
ral Resources Conservation Service (NRCS).  

During that time, the Alliance established a reputation for 
working across the aisle, avoiding stridency, and not alienat-
ing other groups they could potentially work with.  

“The Alliance are the masters of that – working with rea-
sonable NGO groups, Democrats and Republicans,” said Paul 
Orme, the Alliance’s President of the Board. “Dan Keppen 
epitomized that philosophy and set the gold standard for exec-
utive director.”  

Keppen and the Alliance helped lead the steering commit-
tee of a 230-organization coalition that secured $8.3 billion of 
Western water provisions for the 2021 Bipartisan Infrastruc-
ture Law. He also co-founded the Western Agriculture and 
Conservation Coalition, which has influenced the conserva-
tion title of recent farm bills. The organization also worked 
with Congress and the Trump Administration to pass and im-
plement legislation that facilitates title transfer of federal wa-
ter facilities to local entities.   

“Dan showed us what could be done, the art of the possi-
ble,” said Alliance Treasurer Marc Thalacker, the long-time 
manager of Three Sisters Irrigation District (OREGON), 
pointing to the behind-the-scenes work the organization 
spearheaded to on legislation that led to President Obama 
signing two low-head hydropower streamlining laws in 2013. 
“That law is helping my district now to generate green power, 
help with fish populations, and more.” 

Keppen in December of 2023 notified then-Alliance Presi-
dent Pat O’Toole of his career plans and the two planned to 
make a public announcement at the February 2024 annual 
conference in Reno. Unfortunately, with Mr. O’Toole’s pass-
ing, the board of directors and Keppen decided to delay any 
public action until today’s announcement.    

Establishing a transparent process to hire a new executive 
director and board leadership transition were identified as top 
Alliance priorities last February. A strategic board retreat was 
held in Colorado in July, where a search committee was estab-
lished to develop timelines, mileposts and deliverables associ-
ated with finding a new executive director by mid-summer 
2025.  

“The retreat also served as a kick-off to begin the board’s 
succession discussion, which will continue until late summer 
2025, with input from the incoming executive director,” said 
First Vice-President Don Schwindt (COLORADO), who is 
chairing the Executive Director Search Committee. "Dan 
Keppen is irreplaceable.  Our goal is to find a great candidate 
with the same strong passion for the Alliance's mission state-
ment that will bring his or her unique attributes to continue 
strengthening our membership advocacy moving forward."  

A formal job announcement for the new executive direc-
tor’s position will be made later this month.  

Keppen to Step Down as Alliance ED in Oct. ‘25 (Cont’d from Pg. 1) 

“We heard the problems and complications loud 
and clear - it’s now time to focus on solutions.”  

Senator Roger Marshall (R-KANSAS). 
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The Alliance testimony expressed support for S. 4576, the 
Colorado River Basin System Conservation Extension Act, co-
sponsored by Senators Barrasso (WYOMING) and Hick-
enlooper (COLORADO), while also expressing concerns with 
the federal implementation of this program.  

“We have members in the Upper Basin who view this pro-
gram simply as a means of paying West Slope farmers not to 
farm, with absolutely no assurances that the saved water will 
find its way downstream into Lake Powell,” said Mr. Keppen. 
“We need the federal government to continue work with states 
and stakeholders on looking at the proper mix of conservation 
of water use and storage up and down the River.” 

October 2024 

Senate ENR Subcommittee Considers Western Water Bills 
The Senate Energy and Natural Resources (ENR) Sub-

committee on Water and Power on September 11 held a legis-
lative hearing to consider 16 bills.  

“We submitted written testimony for the hearing record 
that addressed 11 of those bills,” said Alliance Executive Di-
rector Dan Keppen. “Several of the bills discussed at the hear-
ing focus on federal water infrastructure, and six of them are 
related to the Colorado River, which supports some 40 million 
residents across seven Western states.” 

The bills formally supported by the Alliance are summa-
rized in the inset box on this page.  

House Natural Resources Chair Bruce Westerman (R-
Arkansas) has unveiled draft legislation to overhaul the Na-
tional Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), part of the ongoing 
debate in Congress on project permitting.   

"America's permitting process is broken,” said Chairman 
Westerman, when the bill was introduced on September 11. 
“Today, we are taking major steps to reform the NEPA pro-
cess that radical special interest groups have weaponized to 
block projects ranging from transportation and infrastructure 
to forestry, conservation and energy development." 

Rep. Westerman has been negotiating changes to NEPA 
with Rep. Scott Peters (D-CALIFORNIA), but the recently 
released discussion draft appears to be a Republican-only 
effort. The Committee will conduct a hearing on this matter 
this week. The Alliance provided input to Committee staff as 
this legislation was being crafted.  

The legislation would make clear that NEPA forces agen-

cies to consider the environmental impact of projects but 
doesn't dictate results. It would also limit the scope of re-
views. That includes requiring agencies to only consider envi-
ronmental impacts within the  head agency’s jurisdiction and 
control. The plan would also place restrictions on new scien-
tific research, according to a fact sheet.  

Among other things, the bill attempts to raise the thresh-
old for triggering NEPA reviews by specifying that a project 
getting federal funds is not enough to trigger a "major federal 
action." When it comes to litigation, only people and groups 
who participated in the comment process would be allowed to 
challenge a permit. Complaints would have to be related to 
those comments. And, lawsuits challenging categorical exclu-
sions would be barred.  

"This ensures that only pertinent information is consid-
ered, reducing unnecessary delays and making the process 
more predictable," the fact sheet says. 

House Resources Committee Chair Releases NEPA Reform Package 

Senate water bills recently supported by the Family Farm Alliance  
 

· S. 4016, to amend the Boulder Canyon Project Act to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to expend 
amounts in the Colorado River Dam fund, and for other purposes (Sinema); 

· S. 4242/H.R. 4385, to extend the authorization of the Reclamation States Emergency Drought Relief Act of 
1991, and for other purposes (Hickenlooper/Lummis); 

· S. 4458, to reauthorize the Reclamation Rural Water Supply Act of 2006, and for other purposes (Rounds/
Klobuchar); 

· S. ___, to amend the Aquifer Recharge Flexibility Act to clarify a provision relating to conveyances for aquifer 
recharge purposes (Risch); 

· S. ___, to authorize additional funding for the San Joaquin River Restoration Settlement Program (Padilla); 
· S. ___, to establish an interest-bearing account for the non-Federal contributions to the Lower Colorado River 

Multi-Species Conservation Program (Padilla); 
· S. ___, to establish the Integrated Water Management Federal Leadership Committee and to provide for im-

proved drought resilience and dam safety (Padilla); 
· S. ___, to make certain modifications to the repayment period and payment of interest for the Fryingpan-

Arkansas project in the State of Colorado (Bennet); and 
· S. ___, to prohibit the use of amounts from the Upper Colorado River Basin Fund to implement a certain rec-

ord of decision (Lee). 
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The hearing came just two days after a dozen Republican 
Members of Congress from California sent  a letter detailing 
concerns regarding the approach taken by the Bureau of Recla-
mation (Reclamation) and federal fisheries agencies regarding 
long-term operations of the Central Valley Project (CVP) and 
State Water Project (SWP). 

“We believe that the current approach to Endangered Spe-
cies Act consultation inappropriately prioritizes environmental 
goals unrelated to Endangered Species Act compliance at the 
expense of municipal and agricultural water supplies to sup-
port California’s people and economy,” the Members wrote. 

Six witnesses from California’s water and agriculture sec-
tors testified at the field hearing, including William Bourdeau, 
who serves on the Alliance board of directors. Jason Phillips 

(CEO of Friant Water 
Authority) and Allison 
Febbo (General Manag-
er, Westlands Water 
District) – both Alli-
ance Advisory Commit-
tee members –also testi-
fied.  
      “The scarcity of 
water caused by mis-
management is not just 
a problem for farm-
ers—it’s a problem for 
everyone,” said Mr. 
Bourdeau. “When 
farms cannot produce at 
full capacity, the supply 
of domestically grown 
food decreases, leading 
to higher food prices 
for all Americans.” 
Senior level officials 
from Interior Depart-

ment agencies prepared written testimony for the hearing but 
did not appear in person.  

Camille Touton, Commissioner of Reclamation discussed 
managing the CVP and SWP amidst growing water supply 
challenges. Fish and Wildlife Service Director Martha Wil-
liams discussed the collaborative management of the CVP, 
SWP and the Klamath Project to benefit agricultural and pub-
lic water supply, while maintaining habitat for fish.  

“In both the Klamath Basin and Central Valley, hydrology 
is expected to trend drier, which will impact and complicate 
consultation, restoration, and other long-term planning ef-
forts,” Director Williams wrote. “These challenges to our envi-
ronment and communities must be addressed through collabo-
rative partnerships and transparent processes among a wide 
variety of stakeholders who work together to develop holistic 
solutions.” 

October 2024 

   Committee Holds California Field Hearing on Water Issues and Challenges 

Western Republicans from the U.S. House of Representa-
tives Natural Resources Committee last month conducted a 
field hearing titled, "Water Abundance: Opportunities and 
Challenges in California." 

“Specifically, this hearing focused on the regulatory and 
other challenges facing water supply deliveries for farms and 
communities, the impact this is having on them, and the op-
portunities to increase water supply and reliability in the Cen-
tral Valley and across California,” said Cannon Michael, who 
represents San Joaquin Valley farmers and ranchers on the 
board of directors for the Family Farm Alliance.  

Subcommittee on Water, Wildlife and Fisheries Chairman 
Cliff Bentz (R-OREGON) and U.S. Rep. John Duarte (R-
CALIFORNIA)  hosted the hearing, which examined Califor-
nia’s water supply, 
including the chal-
lenges faced through 
federal regulations, 
and connection to our 
nation’s food securi-
ty. 

"Our Central Val-
ley is the backbone of 
our nation's food sup-
ply, yet unreliable 
water allocations and 
overreaching regula-
tions continue to hurt 
our farmers,” said 
Rep. Duarte. “We can 
do better and we must 
do better. During the 
field hearing, we fo-
cused on finding 
common-sense solu-
tions to ensure water 
abundance and a sta-
ble future for our Valley."  

Joining Reps. Bentz and Duarte were California GOP 
Reps. Vince Fong, Doug LaMalfa, Tom McClintock and Da-
vid Valadao.  

Rep. Fong prior to the hearing penned an opinion piece, 
which explained how essential waterways across California’s 
Central Valley are facing severe subsidence and caving, im-
peding their ability to effectively transport water, and mal-
forming water conveyance infrastructure. 

“In addition, burdensome regulations and government 
overreach exacerbate these problems, restricting water supply 
and complicating farmers’ efforts to grow the food that sus-
tains our nation and much of the world”,  Rep Fong wrote.   

This field hearing was held at the Hotel Mission De Oro 
Santa Nella on September 6.  

Witnesses included three with Family Farm Alliance ties 

Witness who testified at the September 6 field hearing in Santa Nella 
(CALIFORNIA) included (from L to R) Jason Phillips (Friant Water Authori-

ty), Allison Febbo (Westlands Water District), Rhonda Lucas (Lucas Law), 
William Bourdeau (Bourdeau Farms LLC), John Herrick (South Delta Water 

Agency) and Josh Weimer (Turlock Irrigation District).  
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Chairman Rouzer introduced into the record letters from a 
variety of mining, contractors, and 24 states’ attorney generals, 
requesting a federal court to vacate the EPA and Army Corps’ 
post-Sackett amended WOTUS rule, stating the rule violated 
the Administrative Procedures Act and does not properly fol-
low the Supreme Court ruling. 

The hearing featured testimony from states and stakehold-
ers representing agriculture and home builders, each of whom 
raised concerns about the lack of transparency and lack of 
guidance on the Army Corps’ and EPA’s interpretation and 
implementation of the Supreme Court’s ruling, their revised 
rule and field guidance, and the resulting delays, costs, and 
uncertainty to stakeholders. 

Emma Pokon, representing the State of Alaska’s Depart-
ment of Environmental Conservation testified that states are 
better situated to make judgment calls about the level of regu-
latory protection most appropriate for each state’s citizens, but 
that federal agencies aren’t deferential to states.  

“Federal agencies are reluctant to trust states; instead, they 
continue to grope for complete authority over all waters,” she 
stated.  

Post-Sackett, Pokon noted, “nothing has changed,” with 
regard to federal implementation, and that the federal agencies 
aren’t clear about whether they are looking for surface water 
or looking to flow of water to indicate connectivity of water 
between wetlands and federal jurisdictional water. 

Courtney Briggs, Chairman of the Waters Advocacy Coali-
tion (WAC) of the American Farm Bureau, testified that the 
federal agencies’ failure to clarify the meaning of “relatively 
permanent” and “continuous surface connection,”—two cru-
cial terms for defining the scope of federal jurisdiction—put 
farmers and rural businesses at risk of being held criminally 
liable for honest mistakes, facing as much as $64,000 per day 
for every day of noncompliance or jail time. 

“To put it simply, WAC members are tired of playing 
agencies’ never-ending guessing games,” she said. 

Ms. Briggs further pointed out the agencies’ development 
of “secret” rule implementation guidance with strict instruc-
tions they do not share it publicly. Her membership, through 
Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) requests, obtained 1,123 
pages of documents that the agencies heavily redacted stating 
the text was “deliberative.”  

“The agencies implementation improv is a flagrant abuse 
of power and a blatant disregard for public transparency,” she 
said. “They are relying on memos haphazardly placed on web-
sites without public notice, each giving a small snippet on how 
they’re implementing this rule, thus leaving stakeholders to 
play “connect-the-dots” with their livelihoods on the line.” 

In response to a question from Congressman Doug LaMal-
fa (R-CALIFORNIA) as to the ability of California farmers to 
operate with CWA exemptions, Briggs responded, “the ag ex-
emptions are only as good as how well they’re written. . . 
There’s always an asterisk associated with ag exemptions—
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“Waters of the U.S.” Update 

On May 25, 2023, the U.S. Supreme Court issued its land-
mark decision regarding the definition of “waters of the Unit-
ed States” (“WOTUS”)  under the Clean Water Act (CWA) in 
Sackett v. Environmental Protection Agency, 598 U.S. 651 
(2023).  

The Court expressly rejected the “significant nexus” test 
employed by the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals and held that 
the CWA’s use of “waters” refers only to “geographical fea-
tures that are described in ordinary parlance as ‘streams, 
oceans, river, and lakes’” and to adjacent wetlands that are 
“indistinguishable” from those bodies of water due to a con-
tinuous surface connection.  

“This significantly narrowed the definition of WOTUS 
utilized by EPA and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,” said 
Norm Semanko (IDAHO), general counsel for the Family 
Farm Alliance.  

Following the Supreme Court’s decision, EPA and the 
Army Corps issued a final rule, which became effective on 
September 8, 2023, amending the agencies’ “Revised Defini-
tion of ‘Waters of the United States’” to “conform” the regu-
lations to the Sackett decision.  

“The Alliance has been tracking the WOTUS ping pong 
game for the past 16-plus years, as CWA implementation 
changes with every new occupant in the White House,” said 
Alliance Executive Director Dan Keppen (OREGON).   

The Alliance was also part of an “agriculture” amicus 
brief in support of the Sacketts that was submitted to the Su-
preme Court in 2022.  

Mr. Semanko and Todd Ungerecht (IDAHO), the Alli-
ance’s policy advisor, have been tracking recent WOTUS 
litigation and Congressional hearings associated with 
WOTUS implementation by federal agencies in the post-
Sackett era.  
 
     T&I Hearing on  
    Post-Sackett WOTUS Implementation 

 
Todd Ungerecht reports that the U.S. House Transporta-

tion and Infrastructure Committee’s Subcommittee on Water 
Resources and Environment on September 11 heard testimony 
raising concerns regarding the Biden Administration’s imple-
mentation of the WOTUS regulations and guidance, follow-
ing the U.S. Supreme Court’s ruling in Sackett v. EPA. 

In his opening statement, Chairman David Rouzer (R-NC) 
noted the lack of transparency and consistency in federal im-
plementation of regulations following the Sackett ruling.  

“The Clean Water Act was never envisioned for the feder-
al government to have control over every ditch and mud pud-
dle,” the chairman noted. “The Supreme Court’s ruling in 
Sackett v. EPA last year provided a decisive win for America’s 
farmers, small businesses, and property owners. Yet, despite 
the Court’s clarity, there remains a distinct incongruence in 
the ruling and the latest definition of the WOTUS from this 
Administration, which has led to a new round of legal chal-
lenges and additional confusion.” Continued on Page 9  

WOTUS Focus on Capitol Hill and in Courtrooms Across the Country  
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terms from the Court’s holding and its omission of the 
“indistinguishable” requirement. They also argued that the rule 
is due no deference following the Supreme Court’s ruling in 
Loper Bright v. Raimondo, 603 U.S. ___ (2024), which did 
away with the long-standing Chevron deference standard pre-
viously applied to agency interpretations of ambiguous stat-
utes. 

Similar arguments against the Amended WOTUS Rule 
have been made by 24 states in West Virginia et al. (24 states) 
v. EPA in the U.S. Dist. Ct. for the Dist. of North Dakota.  

 
Lewis v. United States, 88 F.4th 1073 (5th Cir. 2023)  
 
The Court of Appeals found that Sackett requires a wetland 

to be indistinguishable from a WOTUS to be jurisdictional. 
Because there was no evidence of such a connection, the fed-
eral government’s claims against Lewis were dismissed, even 
though the District Court had found in favor of the U.S. on 
summary judgment, pre-Sackett. 

 
Glyn Envtl. Coal., Inc. v. Sea Island Acquisition 
LLC, U.S. Dist. Ct. for the S. Dist. of Georgia (2024)  
 
The District Court recognized that a wetland must be 

“practically indistinguishable” from a WOTUS and ruled that 
the amended complaint must be dismissed because it failed to 
plausibly allege that such facts existed. This decision is on 
appeal to the Eleventh Circuit Court of Appeals. 

 
White v. EPA  

     U.S. Dist. Ct. for the E. Dist. of North Carolina (2024)  
 
U.S. District Court Judge Boyle denied White’s Motion for 

Preliminary Injunction, concluding that he was unlikely to 
succeed on the merits of his claims. In doing so, the judge 
minimized the importance of the word “indistinguishable” in 
the Sackett decision, claiming that it was enough for there to 
be a continuous surface connection between the wetlands and 
the WOTUS. This case is on appeal to the Fifth Circuit Court 
of Appeals. 

 
EPA v. Ace Black Ranches 

     U.S. Dist. Ct. for the Dist. of Idaho (2024)  
 
Chief U.S. District Court Judge Nye granted Ace Black 

Ranches’ Motion to Dismiss the claims of the United States for 
failure to allege facts demonstrating a continuous surface con-
nection between wetlands and the river. EPA was granted 30 
days to amend its complaint.  

“Until the government has provided more detailed allega-
tions and information, the complaint fails to state a claim upon 
which relief can be granted and the court must dismiss,” Chief 
U.S. District Judge David Nye said. 
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T&I Hearing on “WOTUS” (Cont’d from Pg. 8) 
they can be taken away any time the federal agencies deem 
appropriate.” 

Congressman John Duarte (R-CALIFORNIA) noted the 
status of Army Corps’ slow pace of permit processing and that 
they are not even doing delineation verification mapping of 
wetlands.  

Ms. Briggs responded that according to many of her mem-
bers, issuance of “approved jurisdictional determinations 
(“AJDs”) are not happening,” and that the Army Corps is of-
ten prioritizing AJDs that are connected to a permit.  

“What this is effectively doing is pushing landowners into 
PJD’s,” conceding everything is under federal CWA jurisdic-
tion, she said. 

A PJD is "preliminary" in the sense that a recipient of a 
PJD can later request and obtain an AJD if that becomes nec-
essary or appropriate during the permit process or during the 
administrative appeal process. 

Nicole Rowan, director of the Colorado Water Quality 
Control Division, offered the perspective of the first state en-
act stiffer wetlands protections in response to Sackett. While 
the program has the support from industry groups and the 
conservation community, it has not been inexpensive.  

“We had to put state dollars together to fund this program 
and be able to issue timely permits in the ways that our regu-
lated community deserves and desire,” Ms. Rowan said. 
“We’ve been really focused on filling the gap that Sackett left 
behind.” 

Vince Messerly, on behalf of the National Association of 
Home Builders, testified that the federal agencies’ WOTUS 
implementation is also driving up the costs to build homes, 
and that the delays and costs for permits were extraordinarily 
expensive.  

“A basic permit is $70,000 for mitigation, consulting fees, 
attorneys’ fees, easily puts it over $100,000 for just a general 
permit,” he testified.  

 

WOTUS Litigation Update  
 
The Biden Administration’s revised WOTUS implementa-

tion rule was immediately met with several legal challenges, 
which claimed that the new rule falls short of complying with 
the Supreme Court’s ruling. Other post-Sackett lawsuits have 
involved as-applied challenges, questioning EPA’s authority 
over certain wetlands.  

Here is a summary of some of the key cases, prepared by 
general counsel Norm Semanko. 

 
Texas and Idaho v. EPA 

      U.S. Dist. Ct. for the S. Dist. of Texas  
 
Texas and Idaho have filed a motion for summary judg-

ment, seeking to have the Amended WOTUS Rule struck 
down as inconsistent with the Court’s holding in Sackett. 
They specifically pointed to the rule’s failure to define key 
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Wildfire and Forest Health Funding  
 
USDA last month announced the investment of $100 mil-

lion in 21 new projects to expand work on the USDA Forest 
Service’s Wildfire Crisis Strategy to reduce the threat of wild-
fire in high-risk areas across the country.  

“The challenging wildfires of this year have underscored 
the urgent need to continue to protect our communities and 
infrastructure by restoring forest health across the country,” 

said USDA Secretary Vilsack. “We 
have already made incredible pro-
gress, but there is still much to be 
done. Today’s investment represents 
an important expansion of our Wild-
fire Crisis Strategy work to new areas 
and states.” 
     The new projects span 14 states 
and 18 national forests and are part 
of the $3.2 billion investment in this 
comprehensive strategy. The Collab-
orative Wildfire Risk Reduction Pro-
gram uses hazardous fuels funds 
from the IRA to treat additional areas 
of high wildfire risk where national 
forests and grasslands meet homes 
and communities (aka the Wildland-
Urban Interface). The program al-
lows national forests, in collaboration 
with Tribes, communities and part-
ners in qualifying states to build local 
capacity for projects to reduce wild-
fire risk and improve forest health.  
     The Department of Interior (DOI) 
last month announced $236 million 
to support wildland fire management 
into fiscal year 2025 across the na-
tion. This announcement brings the 
total the DOI has allocated for 
wildland fire management from the 

IIJA to nearly $1.1 billion across the nation since it went into 
effect in fiscal year 2022.   

Acting Interior Deputy Secretary Daniel-Davis made the 
announcement at Saguaro National Park in Tucson 
(ARIZONA). The state is receiving upwards of $10 million in 
this latest allocation, bringing the total funding for wildfire 
mitigation and recovery in Arizona through the IIJA to more 
than $60 million.  

“Since the enactment of the President’s Bipartisan Infra-
structure Law, the Interior Department has worked quickly to 
get money out the door and in the hands of states, Tribes and 
local communities to help combat the ever-growing threat of 
the climate crisis,” said Acting Deputy Secretary Daniel-
Davis. “Communities in the West in particular understand this 
threat – with increasing temperatures and more severe fires – 
and the Biden-Harris administration is taking action by invest-
ing in comprehensive wildland fire management that is creat-
ing more climate-resilient lands across the nation.”  

October 2024 

As election day nears, leaders in the Biden-Harris Admin-
istration continued to distribute hundreds of millions of dol-
lars of funding provided by massive spending bills passed by 
Congress in 2021 and 2022. Many of these funds will benefit 
Western efforts to bolster drought resilience as one of the 
hottest records on summer recedes.  

President Biden signed the Infrastructure Investment and 
Jobs Act (IIJA) into law in 2021, which provides a total of 
$8.3 billion to the Bureau of Reclamation over five years for 
water infrastructure projects, includ-
ing rural water, water storage, con-
servation and conveyance, nature-
based solutions, dam safety, water 
purification and reuse, and desalina-
tion. Since the IIJA was signed in 
November 2021, Reclamation has 
announced more than $4.1 billion for 
more than 537 projects. ௗ 

Less than one year after the IIJA 
was signed into law, President Biden 
on August 16, 2022 signed the $459 
billion Inflation Reduction Act  
(IRA) – a massive health care, cli-
mate and tax bill – into law.  The 
legislation provided $4 billion of 
funding for Reclamation, intended to 
address the Western drought crisis, 
and another $20 billion to the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
to provide farmers and ranchers cli-
mate-smart agriculture tools they 
need to address the climate crisis.   

The IRA also provided $4.9 bil-
lion in additional funding available to 
the Forest Service to protect commu-
nities from wildfire and invest in 
climate smart forestry. For example, 
the IRA provided $1.2 billion to re-
duce hazardous fuels and wildfire 
risk to communities, critical infrastructure, and natural re-
sources across the country. Another $170 million is provided 
to help conserve private forest lands. 

Finally, the IIJA—also known as the Bipartisan Infra-
structure Law - provided $50 billion for drinking water infra-
structure investments to the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA).  

The Family Farm Alliance was part of a five-organization 
steering committee that led over 220 water and agriculture 
organizations who played a critical role in securing the IIJA 
and IRA funding for Western water infrastructure and drought 
mitigation efforts. Both the IIJA and IRA laws collectively 
provided a once in a generation level of federal funding to 
support water infrastructure and drought needs in the West.   

“September was marked by several IIJA and IRA funding 
announcements by Reclamation and IRA investments by 
USDA. Other important IIJA and IRA funding investments 
were made by USDA and Interior to address wildfire and for-
est health challenges in the West,” said Alliance Executive 
Director Dan Keppen.   

U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vilsack  
Photo Source: USDA 

Federal Infrastructure Announcements Continue  

Continued on Page 11  
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man,” said Rep. Dan Newhouse (R-WASHINGTON). “In the 
fifty years since its enactment the Endangered Species Act has 
overwhelmingly failed in its mission to recover vulnerable 
species. This bill will help recover species while allowing rural 
America to prosper.” 

Ranch and farming organizations across the country ex-
pressed support for the new ESA bill. 

 “This is a thoughtful bill that responds to farmers’ and 
ranchers’ calls for a modernized ESA that encourages volun-
tary conservation work and focuses on species recovery and 
habitat conservation in a way that respects landowners,” said 
the American Farm Bureau’s Sam Kieffer (Vice President, 
Public Policy).  

“For too long, the Endangered Species Act (ESA) has been 
weaponized to list species under non-science-based criteria to 
the detriment of real conservation,” added Mark Eisele, a Wy-
oming rancher and President of the National Cattlemen’s Beef 
Association. “This bill will make the ESA a real tool for con-
servation, foster transparency, and accountability, and ensure 
that the environmental contributions from farmers and ranch-
ers are properly recognized.”  

The Family Farm Alliance also supports the legislation and 
reviewed and provided input to the committee on earlier drafts 
of this legislation. 

“H.R. 9533 will incentivize the recovery of listed species, 
promote species conservation on private and public lands, and 
create greater transparency and accountability in the ESA reg-
ulatory process,” said Alliance Executive Director Dan Kep-
pen.  

October 2024 

ESA Modernization and Urban Canal Safety Bills Clear House Committee 

The House Committee on Natural Resources on Septem-
ber 19th held a full committee markup and favorably reported 
16 bills.  

"From long-overdue reforms to the Endangered Species 
Act to blocking NOAA's extreme vessel speed rule, this com-
mittee is continuing to advance legislation that benefits Amer-
icans from all walks of life,” said Committee Chairman Bruce 
Westerman (R-Ark.). “These bills protect communities from 
wildfires, support forest management efforts in the Lake Ta-
hoe Basin, increase domestic mineral production and more. 
I'm grateful to my colleagues for their dedicated work on such 
a wide variety of important issues for men and women in eve-
ry corner of our country." 

Two bills considered by the Committee are of particular 
interest to Family Farm Alliance members.  

H.R. 6107, the Urban Canal Modernization 
Act, introduced by Rep. Mike Simpson (R-IDAHO), catego-
rizes maintenance work on urban canals of concern and al-
lows the Bureau of Reclamation to assist in covering project 
costs. The Alliance supports this legislation, as well as H.R. 
9533, the Endangered Species Act (ESA) Amendments Act of 
2024, introduced by House Committee on Natural Resources 
Chairman Bruce Westerman (R-Ark.).  

H.R. 9533 is a comprehensive modernization of the ESA 
generated by the joint Western Caucus- House Natural Re-
sources Committee ESA Working Group.  

“The ESA Amendments Act is the result of this group, and 
I’m proud to introduce the bill along with Chairman Wester-

Reclamation IIJA Funding Announcements  
  
Reclamation last month announced the availability of up 

to $43.5 million from the IIJA for small water storage projects 
that will create new sources of water for communities in the 
West.  

Surface water and groundwater storage are essential tools 
in stretching the limited water supplies worsened by a chang-
ing climate.  

These projects will increase water management flexibility, 
making water supply more reliable and communities more 
resilient.  

“There is growing recognition among policy makers that 
water supply enhancement projects must be included in the 
toolbox used to tackle Western water challenges,” said Mr. 
Keppen.  

The Small StorageௗProgram, authorized by the IIJA, funds 
projects with a water storage capacity between 200 acre-feet 
and 30,000 acre-feet. Please visit Reclamation’s Small Stor-
age Program website for more information.  

 

WIFIA Funding Announcement  
 
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has 

announced the availability of $7.5 billion in funding through 
the Water Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act (WIFIA) 
program to support critical water infrastructure projects.  

“Good infrastructure is the foundation for delivering 
clean, safe water to people across the country,” said EPA Ad-
ministrator Michael S. Regan. “With these resources, commu-
nities will keep building on progress to replace lead pipes, cut 
PFAS pollution, and protect people from climate change.” 

These long-term loans will help communities protect pub-
lic health, improve environmental outcomes, create over 
60,000 jobs, and bolster local economies.  

The WIFIA program offers flexible financing options, 
allowing communities to accelerate projects related to lead 
pipe replacement, PFAS pollution reduction, and climate re-
silience.  

The WIFIA program has already financed over $44 billion 
in projects nationwide. 

Biden-Harris Funding Announcements (Cont’d from Pg. 10) 
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mille Calimlim Touton. “The agreements with the Imperial 
Irrigation District and the Bard Water District in partnership 
with the Metropolitan Water District will contribute a signifi-
cant amount of system conservation through 2026 and the new 
agreements with the Gila River Indian Community are the 

beginning of our long-term 
investments that will im-
prove the sustainability of 
our river for generations to 
come.”  
     IID’s 2024-2026 conser-
vation agreement represents 
the largest federal conserva-
tion agreement to date. Com-
bined with a prior 2023 con-
servation agreement, IID’s 
total conservation will total 
up to 800,000 acre-feet. 
  
     “This agreement is not 
only a milestone for the Col-
orado River system but a 
testament to the hard work 
and dedication of the Imperi-
al Valley farming communi-
ty,” said Jamie Asbury, IID 

General Manager. “Our farmers have made significant sacri-
fices, adopting sustainable farming practices that should serve 
as a model for water conservation efforts moving forward. 
Their commitment to safeguarding this vital resource inspires 
us all.” 
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Reclamation Signs Five New Colorado River Conservation Agreements 
The Department of the Interior last month marked major 

progress for the short and long-term health of the Colorado 
River System. In Santa Fe, New Mexico, Bureau of Reclama-
tion Commissioner Camille Calimlim Touton joined leaders 
from the Imperial Irrigation District (California), Bard Water 
District (California), Met-
ropolitan Water District 
(California) and Gila River 
Indian Community 
(Arizona) to sign five water 
conservation agreements 
that will leverage funding 
to help advance water con-
servation across the West.   

Short-term agreements 
with the Imperial Irrigation 
District (IID), Bard Water 
District and Metropolitan 
Water District are expected 
to conserve over 717,000 
acre-feet of water by 2026. 
The agreements with the 
Gila River Indian Commu-
nity are the first long-term 
agreements to be signed 
and have the potential to 
create system conservation of over 73,000 acre-feet within the 
next 10 years.  

“We are proud to announce these agreements that will 
support the long-term health of the Colorado River System by 
shoring up elevations,” said Reclamation Commissioner Ca-

The House Natural Resources Subcommittee on Water, 
Wildlife and Fisheries last month heard  testimony on H.R. 
8632, from Rep. Glenn Grothman (R-WI), legislation aimed 
at blocking the Biden Administration's proposed "Biological 
Integrity, Diversity, and Environmental Health" (BIDEH) 
rule, which would impact wildlife refuges across 850 million 
acres. 

The Alliance earlier this year developed detailed com-
ments to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, urging that the 
agency withdraw the proposed BIDEH rule.  

“We were particularly concerned with how the proposed 
rule mischaracterizes the important relationship that exists 
between Western waterfowl populations and irrigated agricul-
ture,” said Alliance Executive Director Dan Keppen.  

Marc Staunton, a young farmer who has many years of 
experience farming on the lease lands of refuges served by 
the  Klamath Irrigation Project in northern California and 
southern Oregon, testified at a House oversight hearing last 
April, and shared his concerns.    

“I strongly believe that, done correctly, conservation and 
agriculture go hand in hand, and that belief is based on life 

experience,” Mr. Staunton testified. “Any time that our goal 
of feeding 330 million Americans has a symbiotic relation-
ship with the local ecosystem, I believe we are headed in the 
right direction.”   

  The rule has faced opposition from other ranchers, farm-
ers, and sportsmen who fear the loss of grazing lands and 
fewer hunting and fishing opportunities.  

The Administration cites climate change and habitat loss 
as key reasons for the regulation, but critics, including some 
Democrats, argue that it could negatively impact land use and 
refuge management.  

"I do understand that the Service feels that the biological 
integrity, diversity and environmental health policies should 
be updated to meet current challenges, in particular concern-
ing climate change," Rep. Mary Peltola (D-Alaska) said at the 
April oversight hearing on this matter. "However, this rule 
doesn't align with the [2016] congressional mandate and su-
persedes state's management authority by prohibiting state-
authorized predator control on the refuge system." 

Last month’s hearing also heard testimony on four other 
conservation-related bills.  

House Subcommittee Considers Bill Blocking ‘BIDEH’ Wildlife Refuge Plan 

Photo courtesy of U.S. Bureau of Reclamation 



Page 13 

Monthly Briefing  

through active forest management,” said Family Farm Alliance 
Executive Director Dan Keppen. “We appreciate ACWA’s 
leadership in putting together this coalition letter that supports 

legislation that will 
help do this.”  
     This bipartisan 
legislation would 
improve forest 
management activ-
ities and increase 
wildfire resiliency 
by improving fed-
eral agency collab-
oration, authoriz-
ing targeted envi-
ronmental stream-
lining authorities, 
providing litiga-
tion reform, ex-
panding good 
neighbor authori-
ties, and investing 
in research and 
technology aimed 
at improving forest 
health.  
     Reps. Wester-
man and Peters 
last June intro-
duced H.R. 8790 
and the bill passed 
the House Natural 
Resources Com-
mittee by voice 
vote later that 

month.  
"Our bipartisan Fix Our Forests Act is a comprehensive 

approach to restore our forests and defend our communities 
from catastrophic wildfires,” said Rep. Peters when the bill 
was introduced. “Our legislation meets the enormity of this 
challenge, gives forest managers the tools they need to conduct 
their work, and promotes scientifically backed land manage-
ment methods that have been practiced by Native communities 
for centuries."  

To date in 2024, 33,631 fires have burned 6,336,634 acres 
nationwide. Catastrophic fires threaten public health and safe-
ty, and adversely affect community resilience and infrastruc-
ture.   

Catastrophic fires can also impact water supplies. Almost 
90% of the people served by public water systems in the West-
ern United States rely on federal forested lands for a portion of 
their water. 

“As the wildfire season ramps up, we encourage Congress 
to approve and advance the Fix Our Forests Act to the Presi-
dent's desk without delay,” said  Travis Joseph, president, 
American Forest Resource Council. 
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House Passes Act to “Fix our Forests” 

The U.S. House of Representatives on September 24 
passed H.R. 8790, the Fix Our Forests Act, sponsored by 
House Committee on Natural Resources Chairman Bruce 
Westerman (R-
Ark.) and U.S. 
Rep. Scott Pe-
ters (D-
CALIFOR-
NIA). This bi-
partisan legisla-
tion seeks to 
spur active for-
est management 
in the U.S. and 
protect rural 
communities in 
the wildland-
urban interface. 

“Today, the 
House took 
decisive action 
on the biparti-
san Fix Our 
Forests Act, 
which will em-
power local 
land managers 
and agencies 
with tools to 
enact the most 
vital forest man-
agement pro-
jects,” said 
Chairman 
Westerman. 
“The time to fix our forests is now.”  

Later that same day, Chairman Westerman joined Family 
Farm Alliance “farmer lobbyists” on the balcony of the House 
Speaker’s office for a reception that was also attended by 
House Agriculture Committee Chairman GT Thompson (R-
Penn.) and Rep. David Valadao (R-CALIFORNIA).  

In advance of the House taking up the “Fix our Forests 
Act” last month, the Alliance signed on to a letter in support 
of the legislation.  

“This legislation will help address our nation’s urgent 
wildfire management needs and will provide lasting positive 
impacts on our communities, environment, and economy,” the 
letter stated, which was also signed on to by the American 
Farm Bureau Federation, American Forest Resource Council, 
Association of California Water Agencies (ACWA), Califor-
nia Farm Bureau, Federal Forest Resource Coalition and Na-
tional Association of Counties.  

ACWA coordinated the coalition letter in the week leading 
up to the House vote.  

“Those who live in Western rural timber communities 
know we can restore dead and dying federal forest lands 

Alliance Reps in D.C. Celebrate Passage with Bill’s Sponsor  

House Natural Resources Committee Chairman Bruce Westerman (R-Ark.) is flanked 
by Family Farm Alliance “farmer lobbyists” in Washington D.C., the morning after his 
“Fix our Forests Act” passed with bipartisan support on the House floor. Mr. Wester-
man also made a brief appearance the prior evening at a Family Farm Alliance recep-

tion on the balcony of the Speaker’s Office in the nation’s capitol.   


